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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

Speaker Hannig: “The House will be in order. The Menbers wll
be in their seats. Menbers and guests are asked to refrain
from starting their laptops, turn off all cell phones and
pagers, and rise for the invocation and the Pledge of
Al | egi ance. W shall be led in prayer today by Fred
Robi nson who is a nenber of St. Katharine Drexel Parish
Church here in Springfield.”

Robi nson: “Alm ghty God, in faith and | ove, we ask You to watch
over Your chosen |eaders assenbled here today, Menorial
Day. In recognizing our duty to God and our country, keep
us m ndful to honor those that gave their lives to build or
to defend a better world. G ant the Representatives before
us today the wi sdom to nmake right decisions concerning the
social welfare and economcs of our |Illinois citizens.
G ve them foresight so that provisions mght be made for
our state’s future, not just its present. W know that our
| eaders’ hearts are in Your hands. So, we ask You to give
them clear vision, understanding, and know edge that they
may know where to stand and what to stand for. Anmen.”

Speaker Hannig: “And on this Menorial Day, we'll be led in the
Pl edge of All egi ance by Representative Stephens.”

Stephens - et al: “l pledge allegiance to the flag of the
United States of Anmerica and to the republic for which it
stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And also on this Menorial Day, Representative
Chavez is going to sing a patriotic song for us.”

Chavez: "(sing God Bless Anerica)”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Roll Call for Attendance. Representative
Currie.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. Please let the record reflect

t hat Representative MKeon is excused today.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bost.”

Bost : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Please let the record reflect
that all Republicans are present today.”

Speaker Hannig: “So M. Cerk, take the record. There are 117
Menbers answering the Roll Call, a quorumis present. M.
Clerk, read the Conmittee Reports.”

Clerk Bolin: "Commttee Reports. Representative Currie,
Chai rperson from the Conmittee on Rules, to which the
foll owi ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on My

30, 2005, reported the sane back wth the follow ng

recomendation/s: ‘direct floor consideration' for Floor
Amendnent #6 to House Bill 2414, Floor Amendnent #3 to
Senate Bill 1814, and concurrence Senate Anendnent 1,
Motion to Concur to House Bill 328. Representative

Savi ano, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee on Registration and
Regulation, to which the following neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on My 30, 2005, reported the sane
back with the follow ng recomrendation/s: 'recomrends be
adopt ed’ Fl oor Amendnment #1 to House Bill 2198.
Representative Del gado, Chairperson from the Conmttee on
Human Services, to which the follow ng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on My 30, 2005, reported the sane
back with the follow ng recomrendation/s: 'recomrends be
adopt ed” House Resolution 43, House Resolution 46... House

09400062. doc 2



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

Resol ution 433, House Resol ution 462, House  Joi nt
Resol ution 59, House Joint Resolution 61, Senate Joint
Resol uti on 9, and Senat e Joi nt Resol uti on 20.
Representative Feigenholtz, Chairperson from the Commttee
on Adoption Reform to which the following neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on May 30, 2005, reported
the sane back wth the following recomendation/s:
' reconmends be adopt ed’ House Resol uti on 502.
Representative MAuliffe, Chairperson fromthe Conmttee on
Vet er ans’ Affairs, to which the following neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on May 30, 2005, reported
the sane back wth the following recomendation/s:
' reconmends be adopt ed’ House Resol uti on 476.
Representative Hol brook, Chairperson from the Commttee on
Environnent & Energy, to which the following neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on May 30, 2005, reported
the sane back wth the following recomendation/s:
' reconmends be adopt ed’ House Resol uti on 436.
Representative Gles, Chairperson from the Conmttee on
El enentary & Secondary Education, to which the follow ng
measure/s was/were referred, action taken on May 30, 2005,
reported the sane back with the follow ng recomendation/s:
‘recommends be adopted’ Floor Anmendnent #2 to House Bill
2011, Senate Joint Resolution 41, and Senate Joint
Resol ution 45. Representative Franks, Chairperson fromthe
Committee on State Governnent Admi nistration, to which the
followi ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on My
30, 2005, reported the same back wth the follow ng
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recommendation/s: 'recommends be adopted' House Resol ution
394, House Resolution 438, House Resolution 439, House
Resol uti on 458, House Resol ution 491, House Resolution 492,
House Resolution 493, House Joint Resolution 56, Senate
Joint Resolution 10, and Senate Joint Resolution 14.
Representative Flowers, Chairperson from the Conmttee on
Heal th Care Availability and Access, to which the follow ng
nmeasure/s was/were referred, action taken on May 30, 2005,
reported the sane back with the follow ng recomendation/s:
‘recommends be adopted” Mdtion to Concur wth Senate
Amendments 1 and 3 to House Bill 399. Representative
G anberg, Chairperson from the Commttee on Agriculture &
Conservation, to which the following neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on My 30, 2005, reported the sane
back with the follow ng recomrendation/s: 'recomrends be
adopt ed’ Senate Joint Resolution 38. Representative
Hof f man, Chairperson from the Commttee on Transportation
and Modtor Vehicles, to which the following neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on My 30, 2005, reported
the sane back wth the following recomendation/s:
'recomends be adopt ed' House Resol uti on 463.
Representative Collins, Chairperson from the Conmmttee on
Public Uilities, to which the followi ng neasure/s was/were
referred, action taken on My 30, 2005, reported the sane
back with the follow ng recomrendation/s: 'recomrends be
adopted’ House Resolution 448 and House Resolution 527.
I ntroduction of Resolutions. Senate Joint Resolution 48,
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offered by Representative Colvin. This Resolution is
referred to the House Rules Conmttee.”

Speaker Hannig: “On page 4 of the Cal endar, under the Order of
House Bills-Third Reading, is House Bill 1009. M. derk,
read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "House Bill 1009, a Bill for an Act concerning
public enployee benefits. Third Reading of this House
Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
Joyce.”

Joyce: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Bill 1009 anends the Chicago Police Article
to the Illinois Pension Code. Begi nning January 1, 2005,
it extends the 3 percent annual inc...increase in retirenent
pensions to police officers that were born in 1950 through
1954. It anends the State Mandates Act to require
i npl enentation wthout reinbursenent. The po... Chicago
Police in the Cty of Chicago and Chicago Police Union have
an agreed to... agreed to Bill process. This... these sane
group of pensioners were included for the Chicago

Firefighters Union a year and a half ago when we did a...a

pension Bill. And it’s no cost to the state. Cty of
Chi cago is onboard. The FOP is on board. I know of no
opponents. |1'd be happy to answer any questions.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Verm lion, Representative
Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"
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Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Bl ack: “Representative, | have great respect for police

of ficers whether they serve in Chicago or any other city in

the state or country. However, | find it ironic that
yesterday we borrowed $2 billion from State Enployees’
Pension Funds and allegedly nade refornms that wll save,
depending on who you talk to, mllions or billions. And

then we come back today and we add a pension benefit to the
City of Chicago police officers and we can't even get a
fiscal inpact on this Bill. Do you have any idea what this
w Il cost the taxpayers of the Cty of Chicago?”

Joyce: “No, it only...it only affects the Pension Fund for the
FOP, which the FOP Pension Board is on...is for this and the
FOP Union is for this, and the City of Chicago is for this.
It is a result of their negotiations and what canme out of
their arbitrations in their last contract.”

Bl ack: “Representative, | mght be for it. | have great
respect for any police officer. But that’s not what |
asked you. | asked you specifically if you are...if there
is any fiscal inpact anmount that you can give us. It says
in our analysis, and |I'm sure it does in yours as well,
that the fiscal inpact has not been calculated by the
Pensi on Conmm ssion but would nost |ikely be substantial.
Well, what is substantial to the taxpayers of Chicago? A
mllion? A billion? | nean, | have no idea what the cost
is. Are you gonna give ne sone kind of answer on what it

m ght cost?”
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Joyce: “The cost is to the Pension Fund, it’s not to the City
of Chicago or the citizens of the Cty of Chicago.”

Black: “Well, sonebody has to pay it. | assune it’s paid for
by property tax noney in the City of Chicago, isn't it?”
Joyce: “No, it’s paid into the Pension Fund from.. from the

menbers of the Pension Fund.”

Black: “So, it’'s free? Nobody has to pay?”

Joyce: “No, it cones it outta.. no, it comes out of their
paychecks. There’'s no fiscal note on it, Representative.”

Bl ack: “Representative, | know how you voted yesterday and |
appreci ate your courage on the pension issue. But one of
the...one of the statenents...or one of the so called reforns
in that Bill was that in the future you can't have a
pension benefit increase wthout a specific funding source.
Now, what is the funding source for this Chicago police
officers’ pension 3 percent increase? |Is it a property tax
fromthe Cty of Chicago? |Is it a General Revenue transfer
into the fund fromthe Cty of Chicago? | nean, there has
to be sone noney involved here.”

Joyce: “Well, Representative, ny vote yesterday had to deal
wth the state pension system it has nothing to do with
t he Chicago police officers’ pension system”

Bl ack: “And | understand that.”

Joyce: “Ckay? And...and..

Black: “All I'"'mtrying to get at is how nmuch does this cost and
howis it paid for? Pension increases are not free.”

Joyce: “It’s paid outta...it’s paid for by the Pension Fund and

then the pe...and contributions fromthe Cty of Chicago and
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contributions cone from nenbers of the Chicago FOP. And

bot h groups have indicated their support and they want this

Bill passed. Now, beyond that, | can’'t give you a specific
nunber.”
Bl ack: “All right. Wl |, Representative, one of the...one of

the mstakes we make around here is that we say the

contribution comes from the State of |Illinois or the
contribution conmes from the City of Chicago. No, it
doesn’'t. It conmes fromthe taxpayer. And you haven't even
given me a hint of how nuch this costs. And that will be

reflected in ny vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Joyce to close.”

Joyce: “Thank you. | appreciate an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? Al
in favor vote ‘aye’; opposed
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,

nay’ . The voting is open.

take the record. On this question, there are 62 voting
‘yes’ and 53 voting ‘no’. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
page 4 of the Calendar, wunder the Oder of Senate
Bills-Third Reading, is Senate Bill 25. Representative
Sacia, shall we read that Bill? M. Cerk, read the Bill.”
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 25, a Bill for an Act concerning

vehicles. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Sacia.”
Saci a: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House, Senate Bill 25 has been discussed on this floor in
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the past. Sone of you have been contacted by Senator Link.
It’s very inportant in his district. Representative Ryg,

Representative Nekritz have talked to nany of you about it.
| have a gentleman in ny district that wants to build these
sl ow- speed vehicles or no em ssion vehicles. The purpose
of the Bill is sinply to allow your municipality to

aut hori ze these vehicles on roads where speed limts are 35

mles an hour or |ess. I would be glad to answer any
questions.”

Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any discussion? Then the question
is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? All in favor vote ‘aye’;
opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
Repre... Represent... M. C(derk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 98 voting ‘yes’ and 17 voting ‘no’ .
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjority,
is hereby declared passed. Representative MIllner, for

what reason do you rise?”

MIlner: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Regarding House Bill 1009, |
nmeant to be recorded as a ‘yes’. Something occurred here.
If that could be a ‘yes’ vote for ne, please.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The record wll reflect your intentions,
Representative. Representative Colvin, do you wish to call
Senate Bill 49? Okay. Qut of the record. Representative
Hol br ook, on page 5 of the Calendar you Senate Bill 357.
M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 357, a Bill for an Act concerning
qui ck-takes. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”
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Speaker Hannig: “Representative Hol brook.”
Hol br ook: “Thank you, Speaker. This is the two-year extension
of quick-take for our devel opnment authority. W’ ve done

this for the last 17 years. G ad to take any questions.”

Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any discussion? Then the question
is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? All in favor vote ‘aye’;
opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?

Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the rec...record.

On this question, there are 62 voting

yes’ and 53 voting

no’ . And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. Representative Joyce,
for what reason do you rise? Ckay. On page 5 of the
Cal endar is Senate Bill 1333. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1333, a Bill for an Act concerning

firearms. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
GCsterman.”
Gsterman: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentl enen of the

House, before us today we have a historic opportunity to
close the gun show |oophole here in Illinois and close
t hese venues for those who want to avoid the instant
crimnal background check when purchasing firearns. Senate
Bill 1333 will ensure that all firearm sales at the over a
hundred gun shows in Illinois will have an instant crim nal
background check conducted by State Police prior to the
sal e. Over the last 2 years...instant crimnal background

checks in Illinois work. Over the last 2 years, 2 thousand
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crimnals, donmestic abusers, or other individuals legally
unable to own a firearm were stopped from purchasing
firearns because of these background checks. The | anguage
in Senate Bill 1333 is identical to Senate Bill 57, Rep...
sponsored by Representative MIIner, wthout the provision
to destroy the records. If you cone from areas that face
repeated gun violence, | ask you to stand today wth your
constituents to vote for this neasure to cut the pipeline
to gangbangers and gun tra... traffickers that flood our
streets with illegal firearns. If you support the rights
of sportsnmen and hunters, | ask for you today to support
this neasure to ensure when they go to a gun show in
I[I'linois they, in the words of U S. Senator John MGCain,
‘Don’t have to rub shoulders with the scum o the earth.’
| ask all of us today in a bipartisan way to stand with the
men and wonen in |aw enforcenent who have advocated for
passage of this for many years. O her states have taken
action on this. Sone |like Oregon and Col orado have done so
only after the Legislature has failed to act, only done so
by statew de referendum and only after tragic shootings at

hi gh schools in those states. W'’ve seen enough tragedy in

our state, enough gun viol ence. Let us act now to close
t he gun show | oophole. | ask for an ‘aye’ vote.”
Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman noves for passage of Senate Bil

1333. And on that question, the Gentleman from DuPage,
Representative M| ner.”

MIlner: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. |,
too, rise in support of this Bill. Ladi es and Gentl enen,
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this is a good piece of |egislation. This is sonething
that we can support. And |I woul d hope that everybody takes
a close look at it because | think we'll make a difference
by enacting this piece of legislation. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Osternman to close. Oh, excuse
me. Representative Bradley. Representative Reitz.”

Reitz: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Question of the Sponsor.”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Reitz: “Representative, it’s ny understanding that the |anguage
inthis Bill is exactly like the language in Representative
MIllner’s Bill, absent that... destroying the database
record.”

Osterman: “That’s correct.”

Reitz: “To..to the Bill, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Reit z: “l agree with Representative MII ner. | think the

Sponsor’s worked hard on this and we’ve worked in...in a bi...
or geographical areas at |least, we have differences that...
on gun issues and have worked with Representative Osternman.

W’ ve been trying to cone up with sonething that is good

for sportsnen, that takes care of the...the problens that
the urban people have wi th guns. Thi s | anguage, | think...
|’m going to support this Bill. I think it’s a...it’s a
good nove in the right direction. W're willing to step up
and... as far as people that are trying to represent

sportsnmen in Illinois and do what's right for... for
sportsnmen. Il would...| would rather...1 still think we have

a problemwith the database and | ook forward to working on
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that and other 1issues that are good for sportsnen in
[11inois. | think...l comrend the Sponsor on...on at | east
nmovi ng this through. But as Representative M| lIner said
earlier, this...and the Sponsor said, this is the |anguage
for the gun Bill that...the gun show | oophol es that the NRA
proposed. So, we can...we can live with this and we’ll 1o0ok
forward to working on... on gun issues and opening up a
di al ogue at...on...and doing what the right thing is for our
people, for the people that use guns in a |egal nmanner.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Gsterman to close.”

Gsterman: “1 wanna thank those two previous speakers that have
shown | eadership throughout this process. And as we nove
forward as a state, working in a bipartisan way, getting
the regional differences away when we cone to gun viol ence
i ssues, |...1 encourage that and | wanna work with everybody

in this Body towards that end. This is a conmobnsense gun

control neasure. It should be supported by everybody in
this room It will stop the wong people from getting
firearms, will not hurt the rights of gun owners. Let’s do

the right thing here today and send this historic neasure

to the Governor. | ask for an ‘aye vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, “Shall this Bill pass? Al

aye'; opposed

in favor vote nay
Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,

The voting is open.

take the record. On this question, there are 89 voting
‘yes’ and 28 voting ‘no’. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On
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page...on page 9 of the Cal endar, under the Order of Second...
Senate Bills-Second Reading, is Senate Bill 1180.
Representative Joe Lyons, do you wish us to read this Bill?
M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1180. The Bill has been read a
second tinme, previously. No Committee Anmendnents. No
Fl oor Amendnents. No Motions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Third Readi ng. Do you want us to read the
Bill, Representative...okay. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1180, a Bill for an Act concerning

crimnal law. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Lyons.”

Lyons, J.: "Thank you, Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Senate Bill 1180 anmends the Unified Code of
Corrections pertaining to the collection and distribution
of noneys into the Traffic and Crimnal Convi ction
Surcharge Fund. The Traffic and GCrimnal Conviction

Surcharge Fund is used to pay for the training of the
states’ 40 thousand |aw enforcenent and correctional
officers. The introduced Bill renedies |anguage which was
originally added 2 years ago in the Budget |nplenentation
Act to collect an additional $4 assessnent on all traffic
and crimnal convictions in which a fine is inposed. The
Suprenme Court subsequently ruled that the |anguage of the
provi sion Act was contradictory to Suprene Court Rule 529.
As such, the additional $4 assessnent approved by the
General Assenbly is not being collected as anticipated.

Senate Bill 1180 corrects that. It deletes all previous
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| anguage with Section (c)9 pertaining to the additional $4
assessnent and places it in Section 59...591 that adds the
$4 assessnment to the nonies already being collected. So
instead of $5 for every 40, the |anguage woul d change and
add $4, becomng 9 of every 4.. every 40. This Bill was
brought to nme by the Illinois State Police and the Illinois
Law Enforcement Training Standards Board to correct an
error...it’s a technical error that was nade when this Bill
was i nplenented 2 years ago. Basically, what this noney is
used for, Ladies and Gentlenen, is to not only do the
training for our State Police, but over 75, 80 percent of
it actually comes back into every district in the State of
II'linois for training for our local police departnents. So
this is a very inportant Bill. This noney has been
appropriated 2 vyears ago, unfortunately in the wong
Secti on. This corrects that mstake and | would certainly
ask for your support on this inportant piece of |egislation
and be happy to answer any questions.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman noves for passage of Senate Bil
1180. And on that question, the Gentleman from Cook,
Represent ative Parke.”

Parke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Parke: “Representative, | like your Bill.”

Lyons, J.: "Thank you, Representative.”

Par ke: “The only problem is you got noney here, mllions of
dollars.”

Lyons, J.: "Correct.”
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Parke: “Is the Governor gonna sweep your noney?”
Lyons, J.: "Representative Parke, that is certainly not ny

intention of presenting...

Parke: “l know.”

Lyons, J.: ".this Bill to this Body. And | think you know I
woul d not do that for that purpose.”

Parke: “But |'m saying, is there any protection in here or can
he still take the noney?”

Lyons, J.: "There's no...none that | know of, Representative.”

Par ke: “So he can sweep this. You know, it’'s a sad...it’s sad
that we have to ask these questions. |It’s sad that we have

to worry about noney being taken out of funds that’s
dedi cated to taking care of the needs and the protection of
the citizens of the State of Illinois. And now we have to
ask the questions on good |egislation whether or not it’s
protected. And it’s not. So this is vulnerable under the
Governor’s plan for sweeping noney out of all these
accounts that oughta be used for the specific purposes that
they’re raised for. And we hear a fine Legislator and we
gotta worry about. It...it's really a shane. Thank you for

your good piece of |egislation, Representative.”

Lyons, J: “Thank you, Representative.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from MLean, Representative
Brady.”

Brady: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “Indicates he’'ll yield.”

Brady: “Representative, |, too, commend your...your work on this
| egislation but, nmuch I|ike ny colleague, | have sone
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reservation. | ve spoken with you about this reservation
that | have. Do you know, Representative, how nuch noney,

noving from the $5 to the $9 fees on top of the $40
citations, how nuch that’s actually going to raise from
this particular piece of legislation? Do you have...do you
have a figure?”

Lyons, J.: "Representative, | don't have the exact figure in
front of ne. I know it’Il be several mllion dollars, no
guestion about that, when fully inplenent... inplenented.

But | was told by the director that by the begi nning of

next year they’ re gonna be...they’'re gonna need this noney.

They’re gonna abso... that’s why they brought the Bill to

ne.”

Br ady: “And... and there’s been sone discussion that our... our
nobile team training wunits throughout the state are
starting to show signs that they' re not being adequately
funded. |Is that not part of what is driving behind this as
wel | ?”

Lyons, J.: "If | understand your question right, yes.”

Br ady: “Ckay. And has anyone shared with you any statistics
suggesting what the amount of funds that we’'re losing to
our MI use throughout the state to train our officers
t hroughout the State of Illinois? In other words, how nuch
funds are being depleted that we’'re not being able to
provi de adegate... adequate training to our officers in the
State of IIllinois?

Lyons, J.: "I don’t have those nunbers, Representative. They
weren’'t given to ne.”
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Brady: “And Representative, | have great respect for you. But
there is no ironclad guarantee that when we raise these
fees on crimnal and traffic offenses in Illinois that the
nmoney that surpasses what is needed... State PRlice Acadeny
and for the Illinois Law Enforcenent Oficers Training

Board... we do not have a guarantee that a surplus in funds

will not be taken from the admnistration for other
purposes throughout the State Governnent. s that
correct?”

Lyons, J.: "Representative, nothing in this Bill wuld
guar ant ee that. But of course, | certainly did not bring

this Bill before this Assenbly for anything but the purpose

it was used for.”

Brady: “I...1 underst..

Lyons, J.: ".were told that it was used for.”

Brady: “I understand that, Representative. And | know you have
nobl e intentions. And ny intentions, like they have been

t hroughout the course of ny tinme here in Springfield, is to
support |l aw enforcenent and to make sure that we' re funding
| aw enforcenent but to be realistic with the people we
represent across the State of Illinois and that we don’t
over indulge penalties to them all in good attenpts to
where noney doesn’'t actually end up. And that’s ny
reservation with this |egislation. | commend you. I know
your noble intentions. | know you ve worked hard for it
and | know we both stand on the floor for the nen and wonen
in law enforcenent across the State of Illinois. But we

have to bal ance the concern about if we raise npbre noney
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that’ s adequately needed for these two particular entities,

the training board and the State Police Acadeny, where is

that noney gonna go and is it a gonna be a slush fund, if

you will, that will be used for things other than what we
intended it for? And that’s ny concern. | thank you for
your work. To the Bill, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Br ady: “Ladi es and Gentlenen of the House, | just sinply ask
you to consider the fact that we have a wonderfu
i ndi vi dual sponsoring this |egislation, that we have noble
intentions with the Law Enforcenent Training Standards
Board, with the Illinois State Police to give adequate
funding. But the fact of the matter remains that this Bill
has the potential to raise nore nobney than what nmay be
needed. And secondly, when we raise that noney, Ladies and
Gentlenen, it is laying there waited to be raided |ike | ast
tinme, to be taken and used for other things in State
Gover nnent . | ask you to seriously consider that and |
will be voting ‘no’ on the legislation. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Mnique Davis.”

Davis, M: “WIIl the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Davis, M: “Representative, | just have one question. The
money will go through the circuit clerk?”

Lyons, J.: "Well, the circuit clerk...clerks, of course, are in
favor. They're one of the supporters of this and |I’m sure
they would do the collection in the court cases and then
what ever process gets into the..
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Davis, M: “WIIl they...wll they get to use any of this noney
for their work?”
Lyons, J.: "No, not for the clerks, Representative. This is...

this is...this wouldn’t go..!

Davis, M: “Ch, the clerk won't benefit at all?”
Lyons, J.: "The clerk...the clerks are in favor of this legi...
the circuit court clerks of the State of Illinois are one

of the groups in favor of this.”

Davis, M: “Yeah, |...I'"mjust..
Lyons, J.: "They collect the noney, it comes down here through
the State of Illinois, through the Illinois Law Depart nent

Trai ning Standards Board. They use the noney for the State
Police and they dissemnate it back to all the local police

departnents for their training.”

Davis, M: “But they are in support of this?”

Lyons, J.: "Oh, the cler.. yeah, <circuit court clerks are
definitely in support. They’re one of the supporting
groups.”

Davis, M: “Ckay. Because | know sonme of them have been

feeling that they are really in a crunch for funds with all
they’'re required to do. And we continue to require things
of them but we never increase their budget. So, | just
wanted to nention that. And | do support your

| egislation.”

Lyons, J.: "Thank you, Representative.”
Speaker Hannig: “Representative Rose.”
Rose: “Question of the Sponsor.”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
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Rose: “Good afternoon, Representative. Qui ck question for ya.
Is the...is this being inposed on a pay-at-the-w ndow anount
for a standard Vehicle Code violation or is this on the
court cost if they actually went to court? My guess is
that it’s the latter and not the forner.”

Lyons, J.: "Representative, | don’'t know if | fully understand
the difference of what you re...you' re explaining to nme.”

Rose: “Ckay.”

Lyons, J.: "All | know is that anybody convicted in court would
be obligated to pay this additional anpount.”

Rose: “I..7

Lyons, J.: "The collection process itself... you, being a
prosecutor, certainly are nmuch nore famliar wth the
details on that than | am”

Rose: “Here’s...here’s what |I'mgetting at. The $75 pay-at-the-
w ndow, when you just pay it and send it in, that’'s set by
the Suprenme Court as part of the Suprene Court rules, it’s
called the statutory bond anpbunt and you just pay $75 and
send it in. Most of the fines and fees that we set,
| egislatively, are in the court process itself. So if
sonebody decides to contest a ticket they go in front of
the judge, are ultimately found guilty, then a whole bunch
of other fines and fees are tacked on. And | guess what
" m suggesting is I'm full well in support of what you're
doing here as long as it’s ained at...at the individuals who
are going into the courtroom and we’'re not gonna have a

separation of powers problem by invading the Suprene
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Court’s prerogative to set the statutory bond anount... or
excuse ne, the Suprene Court rul emaki ng bond anount.”

Lyons, J.: "Well, that was the reason for this Amendnent. The
Supreme Court did get involved in this thing. It was the...
the technical placing of this fee 2 years ago is the reason
why we brought it back now, because the Suprene Court did
get involved. They ruled that the |anguage of the previous
Act was contradictory to Suprenme Court Rule 529. That rule
probably neans nore to you than it does to ne.”

Rose: *“Right.”

Lyons, J.: "I’ m just reading it to you, setting the... this
place. And then it was deleted from Section (c)9 and the
new | anguage is placed in the proper Section, 591. So as
far...the Suprenme Court did get involved and that’s why this

legislation is here today, ‘cause it was cited in the wong

| ocation.”

Rose: “Okay. Thank you, Representative.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Lyons to close.”

Lyons, J.: "Ladies and Gentlenen, this Bill was brought to ne
at the end of Session here for what | thought was a very
good reason. But 1'"mtold by the Director of the Illinois
Law Enforcenment Training Standards Board, the Illinois

State Police, and every police organization in the State of
II'linois that they need this Bill. I think you know ne
wel | enough to know that is my intention. That noney that
was supposed to be collected for the last 2 years should
i ndeed been collected for purpose of training our police

departnent, not only at the state |level but in every one of
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our districts. Therefore, on the nerits of the Bill, |
certainly would ask for an ‘aye vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? Al
in favor vote ‘aye’ ; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have
all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this
question, there are 70 voting ‘yes’ and 45 voting ‘no’.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Majority,
is hereby declared passed. Representative MAuliffe, do
you wish us to read Senate Bill 1211? M. Cerk, read the
Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1211. The Bill has been read a
second time, previously. No Committee Amendnents. No
Fl oor Anmendnents. No Mdtions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 1211, a Bill for an Act concerning

civil law. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook, Representative
McAuliffe.”

McAul i ffe: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen o
t he House. Senate Bill 1211 will...the Departnent of Human

Services in Chicago read there’'s a 35 acre parcel that is
what | regard as surplus |[|and. This wll have the
Departnent of Natural Resources take over this land and
make sure that there’'s no developnent in this part of the
area in ny district. And 1'd be happy to answer any
guestions.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any discussion? Then the question
is, “Shall this Bill pass? All in favor vote °‘aye’;

opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. Have all voted who

wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?

M. Cerk, take the record. On this question, there are
117 voting ‘yes’ and O voting ‘no’. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared

passed. On pa... excuse ne. On page 5 of the Calendar,
under the Order of Senate Bills-Third Reading, is Senate
Bill 2104. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 2104, a Bill for an Act concerning
crimnal law. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Phel ps.”

Phel ps: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenmen of the
House. Senate Bill 2104 is a very sinple Bill. As you
know, not too long ago this General Assenbly adopted a
statewa... statewi de standard on how we can |legally transport
a shot gun. Senate Bill 2104 would codify this so that
muni ci palities cannot do anything different. | don't
believe it is fair to the hunter and the sportsnmen of the
State of Illinois that they should obey an ordinance
instead of State Law. This is no..this is... no way gun
owners can know every ordinance in the 2 thousand
municipalities that we have in the State of Illinois. Even
if they could know...know all the |aws, sone of them make it
i npossi bl e because sone of the ordinances that they have in
these cities you even have to... you have to have the gun

zi pped, you have to have it broken down, and it’s very
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tough to break down sone of these guns and you have a
conpetent blacksmth...gunsmth to do that. Al |1’ m saying
on this is that if | wanna take sonmebody from Southern
I[I'linois to drive to Wsconsin and goose hunt, on sone of
the way...nmy way up there I would have to go outside sone of
these cities because there’s no way none of us are gonna
know sonme of these ordinance. And it’s very harnful to the
sportsmen and the hunter and I will take any questions.”

Speaker Hannig: “Okay. The Gentlenman has noved for the passage
of Senate Bill 2104. And on that question, the Lady from
Cook, Representative Graham”

G aham “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. First an inquiry of the Chair. Does this Bill
preenpt Honme Rul e?”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, the... w’ll get you a ruling
before we vote on the Bill. But why don’t you go ahead and

proceed and ask questions.”
Graham  “Thank you. W II the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Graham  “Also, M. Speaker, 1'd like to...if this Bill gets the
required vote, I'd like to call for verification.”
Speaker Hanni g: “And... and you certainly wll be granted

Representative.”

G aham “What ... what’s the purpose for this |egislation again,
Representative?”

Phel ps: “Just for us to codify that we have the statew de | aw
that gun owners and hunters are everywhere...can just have...

obey one law, which is the State Law, because there' s so
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many different ordinances. For exanple, in Mrton Gove,
I[I'linois, not only do you have to have your shotgun zi pped
but you also have to have a trigger |ock. And so if you
have a hunter that’'s driving through Morton Grove and he or
she does not know that, that they have to have it zipped in
a case with a trigger lock, that police officer that pulls
them over on a... naybe a speeding ticket or whatever can
i mpound that vehicle because he or she didn't transport
that shotgun right.”

G aham “Under current... under current |aw, Representative,
don’'t they already have the ability to transport weapons as
long as they're | ocked down?”

Phel ps: “But...that’s...that’s exactly right. This is why this
is a fairer Bill because there’'s other...l can nane...and |
can go on and tell ya there’s other nunicipalities that,
yes, you can do that legally with the State Law. But they
have ot her ordi nances that says, but you have to do it this
way. There’s no way the common hunter and the sportsnen of
this state are gonna know every one of those ordinances,

and he or she shouldn’t have to. So | think we should just

fall wunder and obey just one law, and that’s the State
Law. ”
Graham  “I...l actually don’t see the need for this |egislation.

Do you know of any accounts where people have been arrested
for transporting?”

Phel ps: “There was one in Cook County. Yes, there was one in
Cook County, but it was over... overturned in the courts.

But ya know, this is sonething that can happen any tine.
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So, for exanple, like | said, if | wanted to drive to Chi...

W sconsin | would have to go around sone of these cities.

And | don’'t think it’'s fair. And... and Representative
Graham | think Evanston even had a case that this happened
to.”

G aham “l stand in strong opposition of this |egislation. I

think it further conplicates issues that we have pending.

| would urge a ‘no’ vote on this.”

Speaker Hanni g: “And Representative G aham and Representative
Phel ps, the parlianmentarian has examined the Bill and it
requires 71 votes. So, Representative Fritchey.”

Fritchey: *“Thank you, Speaker. Procedural question. Has House

Amendnment 1 been adopted? Qur status shows an Amendnent

out there.”

Speaker Hanni g: “M. Cerk, could you tell us what the status
of the Anendnents are?”

Fritchey: “No Fl oor Anmendnents have been adopted...no Conmittee
or Floor Anmendnents have been adopted to House...to Senate
Bill 2104.”

Fritchey: “Does that Anen... does that Anmendnent need to be

tabled or are we procedurally correct?”

Speaker Hanni g: “I think what the Cerk says is that the
Anmendment was never adopted.”

Fritchey: “Ckay.”

Speaker Hannig: “Okay. So, Representative Fritchey.”

Fritchey: “Rep...Repre... WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
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Fritchey: *“Thank you. Representative, you' d indicated one case
where somebody had been charged in this type of situation
It would strike ne that this is a solution looking for a
problem And then | guess what...what | wanna ask, you're
aware that | aw enf or cenent has concerns wth this
| egi slation, correct?”

Phel ps: “lI’msorry, can you repeat that?”

Fritchey: “Are you aware that |aw enforcenment has concerns wth
this |egislation?”

Phel ps: “No, they have never cone to nme on this at all.”

Fritchey: “To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Fritchey: *“Ladies and Gentlenmen, on a whole lot of fronts, this
is troubling. Qoviously, it's well-intentioned. W hear
argunments many times about |ocal control issues. W hear

argunents about communities being able to decide what’s
best for them vyet we're sitting here trying to run
roughshod over these very conmmunities. The issues that we
have in Chicago may be different than the issues that face
people in the suburbs or downstate, but | would submt nore
and nore those issues are becomng nore simlar rather than
different. I would sinply ask that we respect the rights
of comunities to be able to determ ne what |aws are best
for them This is an exanple of trying to have it both
ways. \When we’'ve tried to inpose legislation on the state
based on issues that we see, we’'re told that we're
overreaching. Ladies and Gentlenen, | would submit that if

it’s not appropriate one tine, it’s not appropriate this
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time either. M. Speaker, | would request a verification
if this gets a sufficient nunber of votes. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “It’s already been requested, Representative
Fritchey.”

Fritchey: “Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “So, Representative Sacia.”

Sacia: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Saci a: “Ladi es and Gentlenen of the House, | stand in strong
support of the GCentlenman’ s |egislation. Wien this Bill
came before commttee the discussion centered around the
idea, and... and | think the Sponsor articulated it quite
wel | . If we have sonebody traveling through a particul ar
comunity and has his weapon unl oaded and secured the way
Federal Law and State Law requires, he may well face the
loss of his vehicle, he may well face the loss of the
weapon. He may well face numerous problens sinply because
he passed through a community that had passed sone
| egislation very detrinmental to a honest citizen conplying

with all of the requirenments of the Second Anmendnent and

all legislation that has been passed on a state and federal
| evel . And this i ndi vi dual could face serious
conseguences. Envision, if you wll, a young man or a

young lady returning from a war zone, being transferred
from one state to another, and passing through a comunity
and losing his weapon and/or firearm sinply because of
legislation or requirenments of that comunity. This is

excel | ent | egi sl ati on. I strongly support what
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Representative Phelps is doing and it’s...it’s a very good

pi ece of legislation. | strongly encourage an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker and Ladies and
Gentl emen of the House. To the Bill. Ladies..

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Bl ack: “Ladies and Gentlenen, this is not a pro gun/anti gun
Bill. If youll just take a look at it and...and people on

both sides of the issue drop the hysteria a little bit,

this is just a commbnsense neasure. If 1’ m goi ng pheasant
hunting in Wsconsin, | leave Danville early in the norning
and | stop for breakfast in, say, M. Prospect. I find a
café or...or a restaurant that’'s open, | park and I go in.

Qoviously, | amin hunting attire. | have on boots, | have

on the...the hunting clothes to protect me from brush, et
cet era. It isnt going to be very difficult for a police
officer in a community that does not allow the ownership or

the transportation of a firearmin their city to figure out

that | may be transporting a firearm in the trunk of ny
car. And so, he may ask to see that. And that firearmis
in conplete accordance with State Law. It is unloaded, it
is in a |locked case or a...or an approved firearm case. It

does not have any amrunition in the case, it is not readily
accessible to ne as the operator of the notor vehicle. And
| don’t know what the lawis in M. Prospect or M. Airy or
Ti mbukt u. | am in accordance, when | left ny home, wth
State Law, but | stopped for breakfast in a community that

says you can’'t transport a firearmin our comunity in any
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form Well, that’s news to ne. | didn't really know that.
|’m not from here. Well, |I’m sorry. But even though you

have a valid FOD card and you have a hunting |icense and
you are following State Law, you are in violation of our
muni ci pal  ordi nance. And because of that, we wll
confiscate your shotgun that nmay have cost 5 or 6 hundred
dollars, we will take you to nunicipal court, and we my

find you... fine you another hundred, 2 hundred, 3 hundred

dollars for violating our ordinance. And the ordinance
which | don’t know anything about. And | know sonme wl|l
say, ‘el |, i gnorance  of the law 1is no excuse.’

Representative Phelps is just sinply trying to put sone
common sense into firearm transport in the State of
[11inois. Now, this doesn't... this doesn’'t enable
gangbangers to get guns. It doesn’t enable sonebody to
illegally transport a gun within the Cty of Chicago. | t
has nothing to do with that. W are in accordance wth
State Law. The gun is inoperable, in a case where the
driver or the passenger of car cannot possibly get to it.

That’s a matter of fairness, it’s a matter of consistency
in State Law. And |I can’t inmagi ne why anybody doesn’t just
step back for a second, get out of the enotion of the Bill

and just |ook at what Representative Phelps is trying to

do. It nmakes comobn sense for people to be treated
consistently throughout the State of I1llinois. He' s not
saying that if you transport the gun illegally that you
won't face state and |ocal charges. We know that. we

don’t excuse anybody who transfers a gun in a notor vehicle
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in any illegal way. All we’'re saying is that if we do
transport it in accordance with all State Law, then why
should we be subject to penalty and forfeiture in a
community that when we left hone we didn't even know they
had such a Bill? It’'s really a combnsense neasure. It
isnt a pro gun or an anti gun Bill. It’s just trying to
bring a little combpn sense in a crazy quilt system of |aw
t hat ensnares sonmeone who is perfectly innocent and sinply
doing what State Law says and then he runs up against a
| ocal ordinance that he or she had absolutely no idea
exi st ed. That isn't fair. It isn't right. I think it
vi ol ates due process. | think the reasonable thing to do
is to vote ‘yes’ for Representative Phelps’ Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Muy.”

May: “Thank you. WII| the Sponsor yiel d?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

May: “Yes, Representative, in your opening remarks you
menti oned somet hing about being hard to break down a gun.
Don’t you... are you maintaining that we should not break
down guns when hunters are traveling?”

Phel ps: “Not...not at all, Representative May. This...transport
a firearm there’'s three ways to do that in the State of
[I'linois right now wunloaded in a case zipped up, broken
down, nunber two, and nunber three, not immed a... not
i edi at e accessible.”

May: “kay. And you' ve testified that you...you also know of
only one instance in re...recent history where this was a

probl em”
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Phel ps: “Representative My, there’s been one the Chicago, one
in Evanston. And |I'’m just trying to prevent them from

bei ng not anynore...so there won’'t be anynore, because not ...
no hunter, no sportsnen’s gonna know every ordinance in the
2 thousand mnunicipalities that we have in this state. And
if they’'re doing one thing wong, they could get... with
transporting their gun, they could get their car inpounded.

And | just think it’s unfair.”

May: “Thank you. To the Bill. I’m very troubled by the
preenption of Home Rule. There are regional differences on
this issue. The hunters and sportsnen that | know that...
that shoot skeet even take their guns broken down, | ocked

up on airplanes. And | just don’t think they should have
trouble with local gun |aws. | am very, very troubled by
that. One of the previous speakers nentioned M. Prospect.

In the Chicago Tribune today we see that two nen were shot

in M. Prospect just...just yesterday. | know that our
Muni ci pal League communities stand very strong in wanting
| ocal control and not have it overridden. Because of the
very lack of good exanples of this, |I think that this Bil
is overkill. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Milligan.”

Mul I'i gan: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Mul I'i gan: “Representative, |1'm.. I'’m sonmewhat confused. I t
says...current |aw says that you can transport a weapon if
it’s broken down in a nonfunctioning state, it’s not

i mredi ately accessible, it’s unloaded and enclosed in a
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case, firearm carrying box, shi ppi ng box, or other
contai ner by a person who has been issued a currently valid
FOD card. |Is there any place in the state that if you...if
you follow all those rules, have your gun in the trunk or
out of the way, where anybody has ever been picked up and
had their gun taken or...where they cannot do that?”

Phel ps: “That’s the ex... yes, there has, Representative
Mul l'igan. But that’s the exanple | gave while ago on..

Mul I'i gan: “But where?”

Phel ps: “..on Morton Gove. And | believe it was Evanston.”
Mul I'i gan:  “\Where?”

Phel ps: “And |...and...1 think it was Evanston, Representative.”
Mul 1'i gan: “Evanst on? | don’t know if Evanston bans guns

totally, do they?”

Phel ps: “Not that |I’maware of.”

Mul I'i gan: “Well, ny son lived in Evanston for a while. My
famly hunts. My son, when |’ve asked him this question
over the years about these Bills, has told nme he sees no
problemif you adequately have this...your gun put away in a
box that’s | ocked. And that..

Phel ps: “And...and..!

Mul I'igan: “That this...

Phel ps: “And Representative, | agree with what you re saying
Absol utely. But like in Mrton Gove, for exanple, the
hunter could go up there...l could be driving up and | could

do... have that in one of those three ways, but at...but in
Morton Grove not only do you have to have it zipped up in a

case, you have to have a trigger lock on it. So if I'"'ma
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hunter traveling through there going to Wsconsin and |
didn't know that then they could inmpound ny car.”

Mulligan: “So if you have children you currently have to have a
trigger lock, correct?”

Phel ps: “I believe you re right, yes.”

Mul I igan: “Yes. kay. So for the..

Phel ps: “But this..

Mul |'i gan: “For the nobst part, if you are a reliable,
responsible gun owner you can do this currently wthout
preenpting State Law... or preenpting local law with State
Law. So, this is where |I'’m confused why you need this...the
necessity of this and why many of us who belong to famlies
that hunt...ya know, | have...nmy sons, ny nephew, who’'s al so
a police officer, who has concerns in other ways if the
guns are loose in the car. W get caught in these debates,
we get caught in these Roll Calls, we get caught in the
mai | pi eces. I do not wunderstand this Bill if currently
you can do what you need to do as a responsible gun owner
al ready.”

Phel ps: “Representative, | just...here’s the whole deal of this.
| just think that everybody should follow one Ilaw, the
uniform law we have in this state. That’s the one.
There’s so many ordi nances out there that do not follow
just what the State Law is and have their own obscure
ordi nances on how you transport a gun. | just think..”

Mul ligan: “But it seens that the..

Phel ps: “.that’s wong because the hunter doesn’t know all of

‘“emand there’s no way they can know all of ‘em
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Mul I'i gan: “It seens...with the three instances that are stated
in our analysis that you currently can do this, it seens to
me to be pretty straightforward the way it is.”

Phel ps: “1 agree. And that’s ny whole...that’s the whol e deal
of this. | think it should just be that way. And | don’'t
believe that nunicipalities should be able to change that,
‘cause it’s unfair to the hunter and the sportsnen.”

Mul |'i gan: “But in the instances where any nunicipality...and it
woul d be the nice to the know nane and... of the person...ya
know, | don’t want it to be an urban legend while we're
voting on a Bill that inpacts State Law. Il would like to
know for sure that that person wasn't follow ng those

specific rules and that’s how they penalized them in sone

way. | would think it would not be difficult...and I’ m not
in disagreenent with you. | conme froma famly that hunts,
my father-in-law used to raise chanpionship dogs. And |

find nyself really at odds with all the Bills that we’ ve
seen this year. But if this is clearly the |aw now that
people can follow, | don’t understand why we should... and
|’ m general |l y agai nst preenption for nost things, not just
gun Bills. | think local communities should have the right
to do what they wanna do. | don’'t understand why your Bill
makes any difference if this is currently the [aw.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Lang.”

Lang: “Thank you. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Lang: “Representative, | just wanna get a couple of things

strai ght because ya...ya hear...ya know, every time there's a
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Bill involving firearns on the board we hear a lot of the

same discussion froma lot of the same people. So, let’s

get past the hysteria and just ask ya sone sinple

guestions.”
Phel ps: “Ckay.”
Lang: “Does this Bill gonna preenpt |ocal authority in terns of

| ocal ordinances on the purchase or possession of

firearnms?”
Phel ps: “No, Sir. Not at all.”
Lang: “This is sinply about the transportation of firearns?”
Phel ps: “Transportation of firearns.”
Lang: “So let’s assune a guy or a gal’'s driving down 1|-55.

Under today’'s laws, it’s possible that 10 tinmes as they
drive south on [-55 they could have to change how they
transport their gun in their owm car. |Is that right?”

Phel ps: “Absol utely, Representative. And that’s the problem
‘cause it's so unfair ‘cause they' re not gonna know that.”

Lang: “All right. Thank you. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Lang: “M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenen, ya know, every...when
we have a gun Bill we’ve got the sanme voices who rise on
one side of the gun Bill and rise on the other side of the
gun Bill. But the truth of the matter is a | ot of us never
read the Bills. |If you see the word ‘guns’ and you're anti
gun, you're against the Bill. If you' re for guns, you're
for the Bill. But why don't we read ‘en? So all this Bill

says is that people should not be required when they have a

| egal weapon that’s stored properly under State Law to have
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to change the way they transport it in their vehicle 92

times as they drive around the State of Illinois. Now,

|’ ve been thought of as a person who's not a big fan of

guns. |’ve gotten a lot of war.. awards from people who
think 1"ve got a pretty good records on gun safety. But
there’s nothing wong with this Bill. This Bill says the

regul ar, ordinary people, as they drive around the state,
you only have to transport your vehicle one... your weapon
one way, your firearmone way. You don’'t have to change it
every tinme you drive. Stop and read a book of ordinances
as you' re driving through a new community. This is goofy.
This is a good Bill. Both sides of the gun issue oughta be
voting for this Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Smth.”

Smth: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | npbve the previous question.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman noves the previous question.

The question is, ‘Shall the main question be put? Al in

aye'; opposed

favor say nay’ . The ‘ayes’ have it. And
the main question is put. Representative Phelps to close.”

Phel ps: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enmen of the
House. This is a commonsense Bill. There’ s not hi ng about
possession or anything about the...on the... with the guns.
This is only about transporting that. There’s so nany

ordi nances out there that a Ilot of the hunters and

sportsnen do not know because they cannot find out. | just
think this is a very fair Bill to our hunters and
sportsnen. And again, we always say that we're for the
legal gun owners, our sportsnen, our hunters. But
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obviously...this is a definitely good way to show ‘em that.
| ask for an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? Al
in favor vote ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,
take the record. There’s been a request for a
verification. Representative Gaham do you persist?
Representati ve Graham do you w sh us to...do you persist in
your request for a verification?”

G aham “Yes.”

Speaker Hannig: “GCkay. So, would we ask that the...would we ask
that the staff retire to the rear of the chanbers and that
t he Menbers please be in their seats. And M. Cerk, would
you read the names of those voting the affirmative?”

Clerk Bolin: "A poll of those voting in the affirmative:
Bai | ey; Bassi; Beaubien; Beiser; Bellock; Biggins; Black;
Bol and; Bost; John Bradley; Brady; Brauer; Chapa LaVia;
Churchill; Cross; Cultra; Daniels; Monique Davis; Dugan;
Dunki n; Dunn; Eddy; Flider; Franks; Froehlich; Gordon;
Granberg; Hannig; Hassert; Hoffrman; Hol brook; Hultgren;
Jeni sch; Jones; Kosel; Lang; Leitch; Lindner; Joseph Lyons;
Mat hi as; Mautino; MAuliffe; MCarthy; MG@ire; Mendoza;

Meyer; Mllner; Bill Mtchell; Jerry Mtchell; Mffitt;
Mol ar o; Munson; MWers; Gsnond; Par ke; Phel ps; Poe;
Pritchard, Rei s; Reit z; Rita; Rose; Saci a; Savi ano;

Schm tz; Schock; Scully; Smth; Somrer; Stephens; Sullivan;

09400062. doc 39



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

Tenhouse; Tryon; Turner; Verschoore; Wit; Washington;

Wat son; Wnters; and Younge.”

Speaker Hanni g: “So Representative Gaham do you have any
chal | enges of those voting in the affirmative?”

Graham  “Representative Turner.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Okay. Representative Art Turner. Is the

Gentleman in the chanber? Representative Turner? M.
Clerk, renove himfromthe Roll Call.”

Graham  “Representative Dunkin.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Ken Dunkin. s the Gentleman
in the chanber? Renobve himfromthe Roll Call.”

G aham “Representative Lyons.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Did you say Joe Lyons? The GCentlenman’s in
his...at his chair.”

Graham “Sorry about that.”

Speaker Hannig: “lIs there anything further, Representative?”

Graham  “Representative Mutino.”

Speaker  Hanni g: “The Gentleman’s here at the podium
Representative Turner has returned to the chanber. Ret urn
himto the Roll Call, M. Cerk.”

Graham  “Representative Bl ack.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Black. He's in the rear of the

chanber with Representative Bost.”

G aham  “Thank you, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hanni g: “On this question, there are 79 voting ‘yes’,
36 voting ‘no’, and 1 voting °‘present’. And this Bill,
having received a Constitutional Majority, is hereby

decl ared passed. On page 8 of the Calendar, under the
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Order of Senate Bills-Second Reading, is Senate Bill 562.
M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 562. The Bill has been read a second
time, previously. Amendnent #1 was adopted in conmttee.
Fl oor Amendnent #2, offered by Representative Flider, has
been approved for consideration.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Flider on the Amendnent. Who
woul d... who would i ke to handl e t he Anendnent ?

Representative Brady on the Anmendnent.”

Bradley, J.: “Bradley.”

Speaker Hannig: “lI’msorry, Representative Bradley.”

Bradl ey, J.: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This is a technica
Amendnment to the Meth Conmunity Protection and Control Act.
This is an initiative of the Attorney General’'s Ofice. It
has bipartisan support and | wuld ask for a favorable

report to Third.”
Speaker Hanni g: “I's there any discussion? Then on...the Lady

from Cook, Representative Monique Davis, on the Anendnent.”

Davis, M: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll..he’ll yield.”

Davis, M: “So are you |eaving House Anendnent on?”

Bradley, J.: "Yes. Yes.”

Davis, M: “So House Amendnment 1 will stay.”

Bradl ey, J.: "Yes. There was just sone cross referencing and

some technical changes to nmake ‘cause it’s such a big Bill.
It’s Iike 800 pages.”
Davis, M: “Ckay. But you're not mnimzing the crimnal

behavi or of neth users, are you?”
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Bradley, J.: "Oh, no. No, we're tightening it up.”

Davis, M: “Okay. They're...they're still part of the Crimna
Code in the State of IIlinois?”

Bradley, J.: "Oh, yeah. Yeah, we're nmaking a special section

of the Crimnal Code to deal specifically with neth in
order to make it easier for law enforcenent to prosecute

meth cases.”

Davis, M: “Thank you, Sir.”

Bradley, J.: "Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Any further discussion? Then all in favor of
the Anmendnent say ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have
it. And the Anendnent is adopted. Any further

Anendnent s?”
Clerk Bolin: "No further Amendnents. No Modttions filed.”
Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”
Clerk Bolin: "Senate Bill 562, a Bill for an Act concerning

nmet hanphetam ne. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from WIIlianmson, Representative
Bradl ey.”

Bradl ey, J.: “Thank you, M. Speaker. As many of you know,
Southern Illinois throughout the history of the State of

I[I'linois has led the state. W were the first part of the
state to be settled, we were the first part of the state to
have a bank. In fact, at one point in the history of the
State of Illinois we refused to loan to the City of
Chicago, thinking that it would never anount to nuch.
Unfortunately... unfortunately, we're leading the way in

another wa... in another area these days, and that’s
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met hanphet am ne abuse. As a result to the crisis that
we're facing in Southern Illinois, which is reaching up to

Chi cago, the Menbers of the Legislature and the Attorney
General’s Ofice, Attorney General Lisa Mdigan, have cone
together for the purpose of coming up with a conprehensive
package to give law enforcenent, the judiciary, and the
people of the State of Illinois the tools they need to

adequat el y prosecute nethanphetam ne abuse, nethanphetam ne

cases. This is the Bill. It’s an initiative of the
Attorney General’s Ofice. It has bipartisan support. It
is a large Bill and hopefully it will give us additional

tools we need in order to make the... the prosecution of

nmet hanphet am ne cases easier in the State of Illinois. I
would ask for an ‘aye’ vote on this. This is a huge
epidemic to our area. It’s spreading to the city, as many

of you know. This is an opportunity for us to continue on

the path we have in the last few years in dealing with this

crisis.”
Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman noves for the passage of Senate
Bill 562. And on that question, the Lady from Cook,

Representati ve G aham”

G aham “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Graham “1 would hope...1 wanna commend the Sponsor for working
with his colleagues on this piece of |egislation. But 1'd

like to go on record...| understand that nethanphetam ne has
taken a toll on downstate comunities and I'm willing to
work along with them But | want to go on record saying
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that crack cocaine and heroin have been ravaging and
anni hilating our communities for a long tine. And t hat
when we work hard to try put forth sone things sone...it
hasn’'t really worked out. And I...1 really would hope that
next year, when | conme back with sonme |egislation, that
have the full support of this Body to work along with our
communi ties that have fallen by the waysides, nothers have
left their children, fathers have gone to the penitentiary,
famlies have been |l eft al one, houses have been boarded up,
that you guys support us as well. Wen we cone back with
| egislation that supports and help our comunity as well.

Agai n, I  commend the Sponsor for working on this
met hanphet am ne | egislation and | do urge an ‘aye’ vote and
| look forward to working with you guys next Session on our

| egislation.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Crawford, Representative
Eddy.”

Eddy: "Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. WIlIl the Sponsor
yi el d?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Eddy: "Representative, | strongly support your legislation. 1..
| really...l understand what you're trying to do here but
let ne...1’m gonna ask you a question, and this is very
inportant to nme and | think to the real way that we can
fight methanphetamne in this state. Is there any...

anything in this legislation that nmakes it nore difficult
for those who cook this poison to...to be able to purchase
psuedophederi ne?”
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Bradley, J.: “I think you know...l think you know the answer to
that. We did that |last year. And | know that you ve got a
proposal that would strengthen what we did |ast year. And
as |I’'ve indicated to your previously, if that’s called for
a vote |I'Il support that as well.”

Eddy: "So the answer to ny question is this...this particular
| egi sl ati on does not include any provision that woul d nmake
it more difficult for those who intend to cook neth to...to
obtain what everyone agrees is the single nobst inportant
i ngredient in cooking neth.”

Bradley, J.: “No, we did that |ast year.”

Eddy: "We didn’t do that |ast year.”

Bradley, J.: “No..

Eddy: "W passed a neasure |ast year that nade it better.”

Bradley, J.: “Right.”

Eddy: "We had in front of this Body this year, that never nade
it to the House Floor for consideration, an opportunity...an
opportunity to pass legislation that nodeled the Cklahona
style that cut 80 percent of the neth |abs in Cklahonma.
And that piece of legislation didn't make it to the House

Floor, it didn’t get a commttee vote.”

Bradl ey, J.: “So are you against this Bill, Representative
Eddy?”

Eddy: "Absolutely not.”

Bradley, J.: “Ckay.”

Eddy: "And | stated that at the begi nning of my coments.”
Bradley, J.: *“Ckay.”
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"My point is if we want to get serious, if we really
wanna get serious about fighting nethanphetam ne, we need
to get serious about making sure that psuedophederine

cannot be purchased in this state by those. There are sone

good pieces to this |egislation. I don’t have any problem
with your piece of |egislation. I’m trying to neke a
poi nt . The fact that if we want to get serious we can

serious and we can do nore than this and we can help even
nmore than this piece of legislation.”

ey, J.: “l understand your point. But certainly, this is
a | andmark piece of |egislation which includes nmany of the
provisions of the Republican task force that were... that
came out of last year. And | certainly wouldn’'t want your
frustration over that particular issue that you re talking
about to wundermne the significance and scope of this
bi parti san piece of legislation that we’re on the verge of
passing as a |landmark piece of legislation in the State of
[1linois. So, I appreci ate your frustrations,
Represent ati ve. But please don’'t let it underm ne what
we’' re doing here today, which is significant.”

"Thank you very much. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Eddy:

"M . Speaker, | don't...and | agree, Representative. | do

not want to be m sunderstood here. My point is we can do

nore than this. W had the opportunity to do nore than
this. | urge a ‘yes’ vote on this |egislation. It’s good
legislation. It wll help. It doesn't do what we need to
do. And | hope this Body will join us over the sunmer into
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the fall, and Representative G aham on the other side, to
make real novenent. And we can do that. We have the

opportunity to do that. W have sone Bills pending. I
would ask that this Body seriously consider even... even

stricter steps to really help our law enforcenent folks in

the future. | do urge an ‘aye’ vote on this legislation.”
Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from Chanpai gn, Representative
Rose.”

Rose:

“Thank you. Ladies and Gentl enen, as one of the cochairs
of the task force that our side of the aisle put together
| ast summer and fall, we heard tine and again around the
state that what...from prosecutors and | ocal |aw enforcenent
that it would be very helpful if we had a specific section
of our state statute books that specifically just addressed
met hanphet am ne. If we pull out all the ranbling ons and
all the disjointed nethanphetam ne bits that are strewn al
over the Crimnal Code and Sentencing Code and all kinds of
different places of state statute and put them in one easy
to read section. | commend the Sponsor and | comrend the
Attorney General for bringing this forward. This was part
of our package, it was one of our things that we heard from
the citizens. And... and | want to specifically thank the
Attorney General because she sort of developed this
i ndependently and brought it forward and her |eadership has
been wonderful on this issue. To respond to conments nade
a mnute ago, this is one bit of an entire package that
this entire Body, not just our side of the aisle, not just

your side of the aisle, but all of us have put before the
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Governor now to attack nethanphetamne on a nultipronged
approach. | have no doubt that with this passage and with
the passage of all the other nethanphetamne Bills that we
did this year, we will make a difference in...in what has
beconme the fastest growing drug in the State of Illinois,
crystal nethanphetam ne.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bradley to close.”

Bradl ey, J.: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
Cbvi ously, we have a problem and we have an epidemc. This
is an opportunity for us to continue on the road of dealing
wth it. It’s a conprehensive package. It’s one of the
nmost groundbak... breaki ng and bi ggest pieces of |egislation
that we have addressed so far w th nethanphetam ne. It’'s
part of an ongoing battle to deal with it. And | | ook
forward to continuing to work with people from both sides
of the aisle and the Attorney General’s Ofice in noving

forward on battling methanphetam ne. | ask for an ‘aye’

vote.”
Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? Al

in favor vote ‘aye’ ; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open.

Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this

3 ¢ L]

guestion, there are 117 voting ‘yes’ and 0O voting ‘no’.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjority,
is hereby declared passed. Moving to the Oder of

Concurrence, on page 12 of the Calendar, is House Bill 328.
Representative Currie, the Lady from Cook, is recognized on
the Motion to Concur.”
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Currie: “Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | nove
to concur with Senate Anmendnent 1 to House Bill 328. This

is a neasure that would enable people in large apartnent
buil dings where there’s an office on the premses to pay
the rent there rather than having to shlep to the nail box
and send it to sone distant place. The Senate Anmendnent
says that the provisions of the Bill apply but they don't
apply if people are paying in cash. And | expect that’s a
security neasure and | think that’'s legitimte. So, |

woul d urge your support for the concurrence Mtion.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Lady noves that the House concur in Senate
Amendnent  #1. Is there any discussion? Then the question
i S... excuse ne. The Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Par ke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she'll yield.”

Parke: “lIs this simlar to the legislation that you had earlier
this spring?”

Currie: “In fact, it’'s identical. It is the very sane Bil
that | had earlier this spring. What happened is that in
the Senate they offered an Anendnent and |’ m suggesting
that we accept their Amendnent.”

Par ke: “And can you tell us again how that Amendnent changes
the underlying Bill?”

Currie: “The underlying Bill says that in a |arge apartnent
conplex where the nmanagenent nmintains an office on
prem ses, people in that conplex can pay their rent at the

of fice. They don’t have to.. it’s for senior citizens.
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It’s for the elderly and infirm They don’'t have to shlep
to the mailbox in cold, slushy, nasty weather. The Senate
Amendnment says, fine, except that they may not present
their paynment in cash. And | believe they did that because
there was a concern for the security opportunities in that
office. And | think that’s a |legitinmte change.”

Par ke: “Al'l right. You... you used the word ‘shlep’. I's that
some kind of an ethnic termthat... And if so, what...what
does that term nean?”

Currie: “Senat or Schoenberg says he can offer some insight on
to the neaning of it. But I|I..the way | intended, it was to
say wal k, hike, trek, travel, plod. | was trying to
suggest that it’s awkward for people to be required to do
that.”

Parke: “Ckay. Thank you. | shall put it in ny repertoire.”

Currie: “Thank you.”

Par ke: “Thank you very much, Representative.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Bureau, Representative
Maut i no.”

Maut i no: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | just have a question of

t he Sponsor.”

Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she'll yield.”

Mautino: “Is this now an agreed Bill? Have the realtors and...
and those folks all signed off on it?”

Currie: “Representative, | don’t know the answer but | would
imagine so. | don't think this is an onerous Bill for them
at all.”
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Mauti no: “Ckay. Wen we sent the Bill over were...was there any
opposition? 1..1 don't see on the underlying Bill.”

Currie: “No, | don't see any...l don’t see any evidence of
opposi tion. VWen the Bill was in conmmttee there was...

there were no opponents and the neasure has passed the

Senate..!
Mauti no: “Thanks.”
Currie: “.with 58 votes. So | think...l think that if there's

opposition, it’'s very quiet.”
Maut i no: “Under ... under st ood. But then [|ast days... sonetines
when we do these things it’s always good to ask.”
Speaker Hannig: “The Lady from Cook, Representative Hanos.”
Hanos: “WII| the Sponsor yield?"
Speaker Hannig: “She indicates she'll yield.”
Hanos: “Representative Currie, did...is there a..is there an

age..well, first of all, who brought you this Bill?”

Currie: “lI believe it was staff that brought nme the Bill. And
no, there’'s not a specific age requirenent. Young peopl e
could take advantage of this provision as well. But |
think the...the clear beneficiaries will be the elderly.”

Hanos: “So, this...you're not required to be a senior citizen

who’s shlepping in the cold and winter nonths to pay your
rent. You're...that’s not a requirenment under this Bill,
right?”

Currie: “Pardon ne?”

Hanos: “That’s not a requirenent under..

Currie: “No, it is not.”

Hanpos: “.this Bill to be a senior citizen..
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Currie: “No. No, it is not.”
Hanos: “.who’s shl epping through the snow and stuff? Ckay.”
Currie: “That is absolutely not a requirement. But |I’mtrying

to give you the public policy background for the

i ntroduction of the Bill, Represe...

Hanos: “And who... so, was this brought to you by a senior
citizen? This Bill?”

Currie: “It cane to ne fromstaff. And as you know, our staff

are all young, bright, <chirpy people who don't mnd
shl eppi ng anywhere.”

Hanos: “And... so wait, what is your definition of ‘senior
citizen"? Is it 60 and over?”

Currie: “Well now, 50 of course is the age at which one can
join the Anerican Association of Retired Persons. So,

maybe we should go with that nunber.”

Hanmos: “Fifty?”

Currie: “That is one definition. That’s what the AARP uses.
O hers mght say sixty-five or sixty-six and a half now
that the Social Security age is rising.”

Hanos: “Well, | just really wondered if...ya know, | was just
really curious in reading... | nean, we're used to your
sponsoring really ser... ya know, significant 30 page, 50
page Bills. And | was hurriedly trying to get through this
inportant Bill to try to read all of the provisions. And
it was such a big Bill that |I couldn’t really get through
all of it while you were calling it and | couldn’t really
understand if there was a senior citizen kind of definite

requirenent. And | just really wondered, do...are you aware
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of how old our Speaker is lately... this year? s he
consi dered a senior citizen under this Bill?”

Currie: “You re asking what the...what are you asking? The age
of the Speaker of this House? | should think you would
want to pose that question to him And nmaybe he’'ll tell
you and maybe he won’'t. I think his birthday’'s in April,
so whatever it said at the beginning at the termit will be
a year older now.”

Hanos: “Okay. Bar ... and so, Representative Currie, was there
any attenpt by you to consolidate still another of your
serious and conprehensive Bills dealing with chachkies? Is
that inthis Bill at all?”

Currie: “No. No, chachkies are not in this Bill.”

Hanos: “Did the chachkie Bill..

Currie: “This Bill..

Hanos: “Did the chachkie Bill actually pass in the Senate? Do
we know?”

Currie: “I don’t... 1 don't know. | haven't followed its
progress of late.”

Hanos: “Okay.”

Currie: “But | can’'t imgine it wouldn’t, a good Bill 1ike
that.”

Hanos: “Okay. Well, thank you very much, Representative, for...
for clarifying all of the details of this conprehensive
Bill. And | do...as another chanpion of senior citizens, |
do really hope that everybody votes for this on behalf of
the seniors. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Lang.”
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Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | rise in support of the Bill
but I'm.. | heard a ~couple of words nentioned by
Representati ve Hanbs that may be many Menbers of the Body
don’t under st and. Maybe she can explain to them what
‘“shl epping’ and ‘chachkies’ are. So if she would like to
do that, I'’msure they'd like to here.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Currie to close.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. ... I have already defined
‘“shl epping’ for the Menbers of the...of the chanber. And I
appreciate the prior speaker’s renarks. This is a Bill
that certainly is good for seniors across the state. An
earlier question arose, do the realtors have a position on
the Bill? M understanding from one of our young staffers
is that the Illinois Realtors Association and the
Chi cagol and Chanber ... Chi cagol and Association of Realtors,
in fact, are proponents of House Bill 328. They understand
that they can help people who are infirm people who are

el derly. | strongly wurge your ‘aye’ votes on this
concurrence Mtion.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The question is, ‘Shall the House concur in
Senate Anmendnent #1 to House Bill 328?° Al in favor vote
‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who
wsh? M. Clerk, take the record. On this question, there

are 117 voting ‘yes’ and 0 voting ‘no’. And the House does
concur in Senate Anendnent #1. And this Bill, having
received a Constitutional Mjority, is hereby declared
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passed. Representative Lang, you're recognized to concur
on House Bill 399.”

Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I nove to concur with Senate

Amendnents 1 and 3 to House Bill 399. This is the Bill
that would create a program of training and reporting to
protect staff at..at the state health care facilities. As
you know, we’ve passed Bills previously to protect patients
from staff, but there are nore and nore incidences of
patients...of staff being injured by patients. As it went
out of here it was a slightly different program but what we
have here now with these Anendnents is a nodel programthat
will be tested in five of the nine state facilities. There
will be reporting requirenents. Those reports wll be
studied over a two-year period and then after the two-year
period the...a task force would be created of six people,
one designated by each of the Legislative Leaders and two
by the Governor, to study this and look forward toward
addi ti onal progranms where we can protect staff. |[If we want
to make sure our inportant staff, nurses, and technicians
at our facilities are safe so that they’' |l conme and do the
work, we need put progranms like this in place. So |I would
encour age your support of the Mtion.”

Speaker Hannig: “The Gentleman noves for...that the House concur
in Senate Anendnents #1 and 3. And on that question, the
Gentl eman from Verm |ion, Representative Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Hel | o. Hel | o. Thank you, M. Speaker. WIIl the
Sponsor yi el d?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
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Bl ack: “Representative, do the Anmendnents that you’'re
concurring in... does this take... does this take the State
Pol i ce out of these institutions?”

Lang: “They were never at these institutions. An excel | ent
guestion, Representative.”

Bl ack: “Yes. Does this... does this Bill, as anended in the
Senate, cover the General Assenbly? Now you talk about
wor kpl ace viol ence. Are we covered?”

Lang: “Representative, | can think back to several incidents on
the House Floor that we probably would not like to recount
regardi ng viol ence on the House Floor.”

Bl ack: “Well ..

Lang: “But we have... but we have... Qit waving your finger at
ne. But we have people here like Lee Crawford and others
who can protect us when we’re on the House Floor.”

Black: “That’'s true. Well, I only know what | read but I...even
the staid and tradition-bound Senate, allegedly there were
rai sed voices and threats of taking it outside |ast night.
So perhaps we shoul d be included.”

Lang: “Representative, |I’m happy to work with you on a Bill

next year to do exactly that.”

Black: “I’Il join with you. M. Speaker, to the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Bl ack: “l  have great respect for the Sponsor of this
| egi sl ati on. He works so hard. And... and | think as a
reward for his hard work, although | really don’t think
he’s done that nuch on this Bill, it appears to ne the
Senate has done nost of it, but | think it’s worthy of
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passage just to keep him happy. | nmean, he wasn’t happy
yest er day. And that’'s why |I'm here, M. Speaker, is to
keep Representative Lang happy. So |I’'’m gonna vote ‘aye’.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Thank you, Representative Bl ack. The
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Parke.”
Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “Indicates he'll yield.”

Parke: “Originally, this Bill was an initiative of the Illinois
Nurses Associ ati on. It was... is that... is this stil
supported by ‘en? There are so nmany Anendnents, | don’'t
know. ”

Lang: “Yeah. This went through a lot of different changes,

Representative.”

Parke: “Right.”

Lang: “But the nurses have been supporting it throughout and
now AFSCVME's onboard as well as all appropriate state

agencies. So it's an agreed Bill.”

Parke: “Even the Departnent of Labor?”

Lang: “The Departnent of Labor is now out of the Bill.”

Parke: “They' re neutral.”

Lang: “They’'re out of the Bill, so they have no position on the
Bill.”

Parke: “OCh, okay. How about the Illinois hospital s?”

Lang: “Have not heard fromthemfromday one on this Bill.”

Par ke: “ Ckay. So you know of no opposition. lt’s...it’ s al

agreed to now.”
Lang: “That woul d be correct.”
Parke: “All right. Thank you.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Bla... Representative Lang to
cl ose.”

Lang: “Well, first let nme thank Representative Black for his

concern about ny welfare. And | would urge ‘aye’ votes.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The question is, ‘Shall the House concur in
Senate Amendnents #1 and 3 to House Bill 3997 Al in
favor vote ‘aye’'; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open. Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all
voted who w sh? M. Cderk, take the record. On this

guestion, there are 117 voting ‘yes’ and 0 voting ‘no’.
And the House does concur in Senate Anmendnents #1 and 3.
And this Bill, having received a Constitutional Mjority,
is hereby declared passed. Representative Feigenholtz,
you' re recognized on a Mdtion to Concur on House Bill 487.
Qut of the record. Representative Ryg, would you like to
be recognized to concur on House Bill 5667 Qut of the

record. Representative Leitch. Representative Leitch, the

Cal endar indicates you'd like to nonconcur on House Bill
832. Is that correct? So Representative Leitch noves to
nonconcur in Senate Anendnent #2. All in favor say ‘aye’;
opposed ‘nay’. The ‘ayes’ have it. And the House
nonconcurs on the Senate Anmendnent. Representative
Brosnahan, do you w sh to concur on House Bill 2062?

Representati ve Brosnahan.”

Brosnahan: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenmen of the
House. | nove to concur with Senate Anmendnent #2 to House
Bill 2062 of the wunderlying Bill, tried to address the
problens that the State of Illinois has had with felons,
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including sex offenders in nursing hones. The Senate
Amendnents clarify the | anguage. It limts the
applicability of this Bill to only felony offenders. It
also requires the Illinois Departnent of Public Health to

determne the feasibility of requiring these offenders to
be segregated from other nursing hone residents. It
requires a report to be submitted to the General Assenbly
and also the Governor no later than six nonths after the
effective date. It also requires these licensed facilities
to enploy not only the residents but also the enpl oyees and
visitors to the facility if there is a sex offender or a...a
violent felon at the facility. And lastly, it requires
probation departnments to notify the licensing and
regulating agency if an offender on probation becones a

resident of this facility during his term of parole or

pr obati on. That was just an oversight that we did not
include in the original Bill. And | would be happy to
answer any question and, again, | nove to concur.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The CGentl eman noves that the House concur in
Senat e Anmendnment #2. Is there any discussion? Then the
question is, ‘Shall the House concur in Senate Anendnent
#2?' Al in favor vote ‘aye’; opposed ‘nay’. The voting
is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who

W sh? Have all voted who w sh? M. derk, take the
record. On this question, there are 117 voting ‘yes’ and O

voting ‘no’. And the House does concur in Senate Anmendnent
#2. And this Bill, having received a Constitutional
Majority, is hereby declared passed. Representative
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Mol aro, you' re recognized to concur on House Bill 2613.
The Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Ml aro.”

Mol ar o: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This provides when a...
whenever in a township they're gonna put on the ballot
front door referendum where they woul d...l ooking for to sell
bonds for a park, right now when you |ook on the ball ot
there are no...there is no specific |anguage as to where the

park would be. This would nmake sure that the referendumis

specific. It also says that you have to file this with the
township clerk where the township is |ocated. Ri ght now,
the residents wouldn’t even know this. So it nekes it

specific and it also nmakes it where you would have to
|ocate it in a township. The other thing it does as far as
a registered voter’'s requirement, there’'s a difference
bet ween parks and open spaces. This woul d nake open spaces
and parks actually identical. And this Amendnent now has
it where the IM. Township Oficials of |Illinois, the
I[I'linois Association of Realtors, this is now an agreed
Bill. Everybody is for it and |I.. there’s no known
opposition.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentl eman noves that the House concur in
Senate Amendnent #1. Is there any discussion? Then the
guestion is, ‘Shall the House <concur in the Senate
Amendnment ?’ All in favor vote ‘aye’ ; opposed ‘nay’ . The
voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? This is final action.
Representative Yvetter Younge, do you wish to be recorded?
M. Cerk, take the record. On this question, there are 92
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voting ‘yes’ and 25 voting ‘no’. And the House does concur
in Senate Amendnent #1. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. On

page 7 of the Calendar, under the Oder of Senate
Bill s-Second Reading, is Senate Bill 475. M. derk, read

the Bill.”
Cl erk Mhoney: "Senate Bill 475 has been read a second tine,
previ ously. Amendnment #1 was approved in conmmttee. No

Fl oor Amendnents have been approved for consideration. No
Motions filed.”

Speaker Hanni g: “So, let’s...let’s take this out of the record
for a nmonent. M. Cerk, read Senate Bill 475.~

Cl erk Mahoney: “Senate Bill 475 has been read a second tine,
previously. Amendnent #1 was approved in commttee. No

FIl oor Anendnents. No Motions filed.”

Speaker Hannig: “Third Reading. M. Cerk, read the Bill.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Senate Bill 475, a Bill for an Act concerning
i nsurance. Third Reading of this Senate Bill.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Gentleman from.. excuse ne, Representative
Bl ack, for what reason do you rise?”

Bl ack: “I'nquiry of the Chair. The last two Bills that the
Clerk has read have been the sane nunber..the l|ast three.
Senate Bill 475. Now, it has to be...it can't be a ned nal
Bill, a coal mne Bill, and sonme other kind of Bill. The
last three Bills that you ve read into the record have all
had the sane Bill nunber, Senate Bill 475. You may wanna

check your record.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, yeah, we’'ve read the Bill, |

asked the derk to take it out of the record, and then

after we were advised that it was the correct Bill then we
asked himto read the Bill. Now, he read it on Second and
now we asked himto read it on Third. So, at this point

we're ready to debate the Bill.”

Black: “Well, I'Il check the transcript, you lost nme in there

somewhere. Ckay.”

Speaker Hannig: “Thank you, Representative. The Gentlenman from

Randol ph, Representative Reitz, to present the Bill.”

Reitz: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Bill 475 is the nedical

mal practice Bill, I'm sure a few of you have heard about
this Bill. It had...included in...in this Bill is a cap on
noneconom ¢ damages, 500 thousand against doctors, 1
mllion against hospitals. We’ve included in...in this
| anguage also an average annual weekly... weekly wa... wage
provision, if | can get that out, an average annual weekly
wage provision for econom c danages that is not in current
I aw. That should help in trying to..to deal with people
that do not have in...an income, in the case of a child or a
wor ki ng... working nother or a wfe. It includes strong
certificate of nerit language, it strengthens the expert
W tness standards, tie... it ties the expert wtness
standards to the requirenents for doctors doing a
certificate of nerit for view.. review It provides the
reviewing doctor’s nane and address, which is not in
current law. We believe this...this should go a long way to

stop frivolous |awsuits. It also includes a provision for
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hospitals to...to pay future nedical expenses for costs of
life care with an annuity. |f the annuity conpany cannot
pay the annuity, the defendant is responsible for securing
the replacenent annuity. It allows doctors and hospitals

to apol ogize to the patient for adverse outconme w thout the

apology being admssible in court. It expands civil
i mmuni ...imunity for health care providers, putting retired
doctors who provide treatnment in free nedical clinics. | t

provides the inplenta... inplementation of a Sorry Works!
Pilot Programin downstate. Another conponent of this Bil
that should go a long way toward taking care of the
problens that we have with nedical mal practice rates is...is
the insurance regulation. The rates will go into effect
upon filing. It allows public hearings at the request of 1
percent of the insurers within a specialty or 25 percent of
the doctors, whichever is greater. It...or if the rates
i ncrease by greater than 6 percent or if at the Secretary’'s
di scretion. So, we think we...we’ve put |anguage in here
that wll allow for information and the departnent to nove
forward on increased rates or rates... or any increase in
rates that doctors feel ae too high. Rate filings nade
when they commence business and whatever rates changes are
anended, it elimnates the requirenment the departnent find
a nonconpetitive market to deem a rate excessive or endang...
endangernent of insolvency to deem a rate inadequate. It
allow... it requires nmed mal carriers to allow quarterly
install ment payners...paynents by insured doctors. Med nal

insurers my offer deductibles and it encourages the
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establishnment of a risk managenent program by ned nal

carriers for doctors. The ned nmal carriers nust provide a

prem um deduction for participating doctors. It increases...
it also increases the insurer’'s data disclosure. It
requires insurers, including hospital i nsurers, not

generally regulated by the departnent, to provide closed
clainms data. It allows the Secretary to request
information from courts to verify the accuracy and
conpl ete... conpl eteness of closed claim data. The public
information provided by this Bill will allow the Secretary
discretion to request additional statistical data and other
pertinent information to determne the manner used to set

rates and the reasonabl eness of those rates. It requires
med... nmedical nalpractice insurance conpanies to provide
clainms and actuarial data on a conpany-by-conpany basis to
encourage new narkets. It specifies that closed clains
data is generally public and it requires the Secretary to
annual ly publish aggregate reports of closed claim data.
Also included in this is new regulation of doctors. W' ve
i ncreased the dis... Medical D sciplinary Board from9 to 11
menbers. Those 2 new nenbers will be nmade up of nenbers of
the public. And the...and to also deal with that, we’ ve
i ncrea...increased the quorumrequirenment from4 to 6 nenber
to make sure that a quorumis made up of at |east 4 people
from the nedical profession. It provides the professiona

regulatory director authority to add coordinators, it
statutorily doubles the nunmber of investigators. Advisors

to the coordinators are required to assist the disciplinary
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board. They' re al r eady required to assi st t he
coordinators, this just assires them.. requires them to
assist the disciplinary board. It gives DPR the authority
to refuse to renew a doctor’'s license if the doctor
violates the disciplinary provisions of the Medica
Mal practice Act. It increases the statute of |imtations
under the Medical WMl practice Act. Included in these is
that it nust..nust begin cases within 5 years, currently 3,
of the DPR s receipt of conplaint. The general statute to
comrence a case is increased from5 to 10 years. Pattern
of practice is now 10 years, and after a settlenent..
Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Reitz, could you bring your

remarks to a cl ose?”

Reitz: “1"d | ove to. So, Ladies and Gentlenen, this...this is a
health care crisis that we have in our area and, | believe,
across the state. Doctors are leaving our area, we're

having a hard tinme attracting new doc...doctors. Sone have
guestioned whether the limt on... on cap on noneconomnc
damages is constitutional. W’ ve examned this issue and
believe that this cap on noneconom c danages is narrowy
drawn to address our state’s overwhel m ng nmedi cal
mal practice litigation crisis. W believe that this limt
is rational, related to the legitimte governnment interest
in avoiding excessive liability and inproving access to
health care. And |I’'d be happy to answer any questions.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Hol brook.”

Hol br ook: “Thank you, Speaker. W’ ve got a crisis in Southern

[I'linois. There isn't a brain surgeon south of Springfield
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until they got one back in at Carbondal e. My own nother’s
internist, her ear, nose, and throat specialist, her
ort hopedic surgeon, and her general physician have al

left. That's common in ny area. The talk on every corner
and at every neeting you go to is how are we gonna solve
this crisis? Wll, this is the answer according to the
experts. If you listen to the Med Society, if you listen
to the hospital association, if you listen to the experts,
they’'re telling you this is how we can solve it. W have
to solve it. If we don't, we're not gonna be a community.
And it’s gonna spread throughout the State of Illinois. I
can tell you, you can have the best schools, you can have
the best roads, you can have business booming and it wll
all fall apart when your child is ill and you can’'t find a
doctor, your nother’s injured and she cannot find soneone.
| live about a... four blocks from a hospital that has a
hel i port. | used to hear a helicopter cone and go about
once a nonth. Now | hear it on a daily basis. W' re
airlifting people out of our area seeking energency
treat nent because we don’'t have the people to do the work
that needs to be done for our people, immed ately. You
oughta have to go talk to a famly of sonmeone that’s been
injured or had a stroke and they’'ve laid in the operating
room for 12 or 14 hours, waiting to be transferred
somewhere else as they call and try to find soneone that’|

take us. Qur St. Louis hospitals, our Springfield
hospitals are overl oaded from our people being shipped out.

We have to settle this crisis, and this is the vehicle. I
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woul d ask everyone in here to put your partisanship aside
and give us an ‘aye’ vote for the health care systemin our
area so that we can survive and stay a viable conmmunity

here in this state. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Wnters.”

Wnters: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Parliamentary inquiry. l's
Fl oor Anendnent 2 been adopted to the Bill?”

Speaker Hanni g: “M. Cerk, could you tell us the status of

t he...the Anendnent s?”

Cl erk Mahoney: "Amendnent #1 was adopted in conmttee. Fl oor
Amendnment #2 was referred to the Rules Commttee and not
reported out.”

Speaker Hannig: “So it’s in Rules Cormittee, Representative.”

W nters: “Thank you for the clarification. To the Bill, M.
Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen of the House.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Wnters: “l| represent an area on the Wsconsin border, north of
Rockford, and | have been contacted by many of the doctors
in my local hospital. W have lost, we believe, 6
neur osur geons al ready that have cl osed down their practice.
Qur major surgical group with 14 physicians is considering
leaving the State of Illinois unless we can get caps on
mal practi ce awards. On a personal note, ny sister-in-Ilaw,
Dr. Charlotte Wse, an OB/ GYN, was considering noving her
practice to Illinois and checked into the malpractice
i nsurance rates. When she found out that, in fact,
W sconsin rates are a third to a quarter of what they were

in Illinois, her question is, ‘Wy would | ever consider
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comng to Illinois? | represent the University of
II'linois College of Medicine at Rockford and between the
four canpuses in Urbana, Chicago, Peoria, and Rockford, we
are the largest nedical school in North Anerica. And yet,
after spending mllions of state dollars to train new
doctors, they are finding fewer and fewer are choosing to
| ocate, when they get out of residency, to locate into
II1inois. This is a crisis of health care access in our
state where we can’t recruit the young doctors who are well
trained, ready to set up their practices. They sinply
can't conme to Illinois because of the... the costs in
Il'linois of their malpractice insurance premuns and the
fact that other states have so much |ower prem uns, they
would be incredibly naive to cone to Illinois. For the
pur poses of legislative intent, will the Sponsor yield to a
nunber of questions?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Wnters: “Representative Reitz, are the increasing costs of
medical liability coverage in Illinois causing health care
providers to elimnate or reduce the provision of nedica

care throughout the state?”

Reitz: *“Yes.”

Wnters: “Is Illinois experiencing access to health care crisis
as a result of +the high cost of nedical liability
cover age..”

Reitz: *“Yes.”
Wnters: *“.of providers?”

Reitz: “Yes.”
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Wnters: “Does the nedical liability crisis Illinois is facing
today endanger the public health, safety, and welfare of
the citizens of IIlinois?”

Reitz: *“Yes.”

W nters: “Would the public health of the people of Illinois
benefit from making the services of hospitals and
physi ci ans nore avail abl e?”

Reitz: “I believe they would.”
Wnters: “Are the in...increasing awards for nonecononm c damages
driving the high cost of nedical liability clains?”

Reitz: *“Yes.”

Wnters: “Are the high frequency and severity of nedical
liability clains the primary reason for the high cost of
medi cal liability coverage for providers?”

Reitz: *“Yes.”

Wnters: “Are econom ¢ and noneconom ¢ danages the sane thing?
And be careful with your answer.”

Rei t z: “No, econom c and noneconom c |osses are separate and
di stinct forns of |oss.”

Wnters: “How are econom ¢ danmages determned in court today?”

Reitz: “1t’s ny under st andi ng t hat t hey are objective
mar ket - based standard to determ ne economc damages for
tangi bl e expenses |i ke nedical care and | ost wages.”

Wnters: “How are noneconom ¢ damages determned in court
t oday?”

Reit z: “There are no objective standards for determ ning
noneconon ¢ damages for |osses such as pain or suffering.

These | osses defy having a dollar value placed on them so
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there is no right or wong anount of conpensation for such
| osses.”

W nters: “Why are caps on nonecononmic damges fair and
reasonabl e?”

Reitz: “Such caps are fair because they strike a reasonable
bal ance between allowing litigants to cover substantial
amounts for their noneconomc |osses while protecting the
public’s access to heal th care as it provi des
predictability and future clains. As you know, there is no
objectively correct anount for any particular noneconomc
loss, so there is nothing wong or wunfair about a
| egislatively determ ned range for juries to award damages
for such | osses. Such legislatively determ ned ranges are
reasonabl e.”

Wnters: “Does this proposed cap discrimnate agai nst those who
have little or no econom c | oss because they don’'t have an
i ncome?”

Reitz: “No, the cap in this Bill provides that those plaintiffs
who have little or no incone an award based on a presuned
anount that is equal to the average weekly wage as
determ ned under our worker’s conpensation |aws. This is
an inprovenent over current |aw where people who have no
| ost wages get nothing.”

Wnters: “But shouldn’'t plaintiffs wthout economc |[oss
coll ect as nuch..?

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Wnters, we'll.. w'll extend
your time as you ask questions, but could you bring your

remarks to a cl ose, please?”
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Wnters: “l ask for..

Speaker Hannig: “Just go ahead and finish.”

Wnters: “Ckay. |...1 just asked the question about plaintiffs
Wi t hout economic loss. Should they not recover as nuch as
plaintiffs with econom c | 0ss?”

Reit z: “The answer to that is ‘no’ . Noneconom ¢ danages are
not supposed to replace economc danages when a case
presents no economc |loss. The anobunt awarded in one area
is not supposed to affect the anmpbunt awarded in another
ar ea. Every nmalpractice case is unique in its outcone
because every <case has its own set of circunstances.
Recovery differences based on different circunstances of
the plaintiff are an inherent part of the system whether
you have caps or not. These differences do not make the

current or reformsystemunfair or unreasonable.”

Wnters: “Are the limtations on noneconom c damages in this
Bill constitutional?”

Reitz: “Yes. The 1llinois Suprenme Court decisions on caps
either do not apply to this Bill or support our concl usion.
In the md-1980s during a nedical liability crisis, the
[1linois General Assenbly elimnated punitive danages in
medical liability cases. An entire category of damages
available in other tort cases was elimnated. The Illinois

Suprenme Court upheld that law in its 1987 Bernier decision.
The court previously upheld legislation limting recovery
in nedical liability cases because, one, the Legislature
found that there was a nedical liability crisis affecting

access to health care by the public and, two, the
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Legislature tailored a solution directed only at nedical
l[iability cases. That's what the current Bill does. It is
directly tailored to address the public health problens
caused by our nedical liability crisis, which has been well
established in nunerous hearings in the Illinois House and
Senate this Session.”

Wnters: “Wiy is the cap on noneconom ¢ damages for hospitals
substantially higher than the cap for physicians?”

Reitz: “The difference between the cap for hospitals and the
cap for physicians reflects the twin goals of the
legislation, to neke health care nobre accessible to
citizens of Illinois while providing fairness in paynent to
i ndi vi dual s who have been injured by a nedical nal practice.
Wth respect to accessibility, setting the cap lower for
physicians reflects that the fact physicians can, nore
easily than hospitals, leave the state, avoid performng
hi gher risk... higher risk procedures, or retire. If the
same cap that is proposed for hospitals were inposed on
physi ci ans, there would remain a good chance that
physicians would |eave the state, limt their practice to
|l owrisk procedures, or permanently... prematurely retire,
excuse ne. Wth respect to fairness, hospitals, as
institutions, have a greater capacity to bear and spread
the econom c risk than physicians do. Thus, it is fair and
reasonabl e that the cap on hospitals be higher than the cap
on physicians.”

Wnters: “Why are the dollar ampbunts of the caps in this Bill

r easonabl e?”
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Reitz: “The majority of the states in this country have caps on
noneconom ¢ danmages in nedical liability cases that range
froma low of 250 thousand to 1 mllion. This limt...the
[imts in this Bill fall squarely within that range. O her

states have reasonably concluded that such anmounts are fair

and reasonabl e conpensation for plaintiffs while protecting

the public’'s access to health care. Illinois should follow
suit.”

Wnters: “How do the caps in this Bill work? \What happens if
there are three physicians that are found liable for

medi cal negligence in a single case?”
Reitz: “The caps in this Bill set a maxinumliability for each

defendant in a case, but the ambunts that awar...awarded are

cunmul ati ve. So, in your exanple, the plaintiff could
recover up to 1.5 mllion in noneconom c danmages or 500
t housand per |iable physician. No physician would be

liable for nore than 500 thousand, but the plaintiff could
recover up to that anount per each physician found liable.”

Wnters: “ls that the way it works for hospital s?”

Reitz: “Yes. If two hospitals are found |iable for negligence
in a single case, the plaintiff could recover up to 1
mllion per hospital, or a total of 2 mllion.”

W nt ers: “Does the cap vary according to the nunber of
plaintiffs in the case?”

Rei t z: “No, the nunber of plaintiffs in the case does not
increase the cap, only the nunber of liable hospitals or
physi ci ans can increase the total recovery for noneconomc
damages.”
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Wnters: “Does the cap vary according to the nunber of clains
or theories of liability in the case?”

Reitz: “No, the nunber of clainms or theories raised in a single
case has no bearing on the amunt of recovery of
noneconom ¢ damages.”

W nt ers: “What cap anount applies if an award is entered
against a hospital and its enployed physician and its
enpl oyed nurse?”

Reitz: “Under this Bill, the cap for a hospital and all of its
personnel may not exceed 1 mllion. So, under your
exanple, the plaintiffs could only recover a total of 1
mllion for noneconom c danages. This is because in the
eyes of the law, an enployer and its enployees are a single
entity. The acts of an enployee are acts of the enpl oyer

or organi zation.”

Wnters: “Thank you, Representative Reitz. To the Bill. I
think this is a...a product... a work product of many | ong
hours of hearings around the state. |’ve attended in
several other counties besides Wnnebago, in MHenry
County, in WII County, downstate. W re facing a... a

crisis of access of patients to quality health care in this
st ate. | think the different reforns and physician
responsibility and the insurance reforns, along with the
caps, does nmke this a very reasonable Bill and | urge its
adoption. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Ckay, we’ve got about 18 people requesting to
speak on the Bill, so we're gonna try to nove through the

debate. And next to speak is Representative Fritchey.”
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Fritchey: “Thank you, Speaker. As a procedural matter, | have
a nunber of docunents I'll be entering into the record and

[l file them with the Cerk at the conclusion of ny
comments. WII the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Fritchey: “Representative, it was stated before that... Speaker
so | understand what we’'re dealing with, you had turned the
clock off on the previous speaker. I would ask for the
sanme accommodati on.”

Speaker Hannig: “Wy don't you wait ‘til you get to the end of
your tinme and...and..

Fritchey: “1’mgonna get there.”

Speaker Hannig: “Ckay. Go ahead, Representative Fritchey.”

Fritchey: “Thank you. There's been comments nade that one of
the ways to try to get around the constitutionality issues
t hat have been previously found to exist in this
| egislation were through the findings. And 1’ m | ooking
through the findings in the legislation and there’ s one..
finding #2, there’s a finding that the increased cost of
medical liability insurance is believed to have contributed
to the reduction of the availability of nedical care. Can
you tell nme what that finding is based on?”

Reit z: “Well, | can tell ya, in ny area that we...we’ ve | ost
physi ci ans, we have definitely |ost access to health care,
doctors are...have |left nmy area and...and we have a hard tine
recruiting new.. new doctors. And | believe that’'s
specifically, at least in nmy area, to what the findings are
speaking to.”

09400062. doc 75



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

Fritchey: “Have you had any doc...well, | would assune there are

a nunber of doctors have told you that they' re leaving this

state because of high premuns. |s that correct?”
Reitz: “Correct.”
Fritchey: “Has any doctor told you that they ve left this state

because of high verdicts?”’

Reitz: “I believe in their mnd, they...yes, sone of them have.
| mean, that’s what they're... they are saying, they need
caps on noneconom ¢ damages. So, in their mnd they think
that that is what 1is |leading to the high nedica
mal practice prem uns.”

Fritchey: “In their mnd they believe the verdicts are | eading
to the high premuns. Are you aware of any studies
i ndicating that high verdicts lead to high prem uns?”

Reitz: “1 haven't...l haven't specifically seen any studies that
say that.”

Fritchey: “So, you're...you're aware of.. you're aware of no

studi es showing that high verdicts lead to high prem uns,

correct?”
Reitz: “I haven't personally seen any, no.”
Fritchey: “Are you aware of studies quite to the contrary that

have cone out of Florida and Texas, states that have caps,
that have said there’s no correl ation between high verdicts

and hi gh prem uns?”

Reitz: “I haven’t read those either.”
Fritchey: “Well, 1'Il submt to you..
Reitz: “But there’'s been on both sides. | nmean, |’m sure any

studies that are out there are subject to disputes on both
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sides of the argunent. So, ya know, | don’t...| appreciate

your concerns but | don't see where they...they add to this,

John.”

Fritchey: “I's anywhere in this legislation provisions that
premuns will have to cone down?”

Reit z: “No, we think the nmarketplace wll.. will determ ne
that.”

Fritchey: “But it’s not nmandated anywhere? There’s no

provisions that if premuns don't conme down these caps wll

sunset ?”
Reitz: “No, we did not do that in this |egislation. It’s our
belief that the law..that this...this legislation will bring

down the mal practice prem uns.”

Fritchey: “How was the $500 thousand cap arrived at?”

Reitz: “In negotiations with...between the downstate Legi sl ators
and the House and the Senate.”

Fritchey: “So it was a product of negotiations, it's not a
product of any studies or any findings that $500 thousand
is an appropriate |level for which to conpensate soneone for
noneconom ¢ damages, correct?”

Reit z: “Correct. The other states fall within that range and
that seened to be a reasonable cap.”

Fritchey: “But we're trying to address the situation in
I[I'linois and we are basing this on no studies or no facts
that $500 thousand is a substantiated nunber. |In fact, the
$500 thousand nunber is an arbitrary nunber that was sinply
agreed to, correct?”

Reitz: “Correct, as any would be.”
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Fritchey: “And the 1 mllion nunber was sinply an arbitrary
nunber that was agreed to, correct?”

Reit z: “W...we tried to base those on surrounding states and...
and other states that have had caps.”

Fritchey: “OCkay. M. Speaker, to the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Fritchey: “Ladies and GCentlenmen, the public policy of this
state has always been that an injured party’s entitled to
conplete conpensation for all |l|osses suffered by the
wrongful acts of another, including noneconom c danages.
Yet, the heart of this Bill is an arbitrary cap on

noneconom ¢ damages. But I'd like you to think about what
we’'re tal king about when we talk about placing a cap on
noneconom ¢ damages. W’'re tal king about pain, suffering,

disability, disfigurenent, |oss of conpanionship. Now, the
Sponsor said there was no substantive basis for the anounts
of the cap levels in the Bills, no studies saying that $250
t housand was too low or that $750 thousand was too high.

No evidence whatsoever that this dollar anmount will make a
victim whole. Were this Bill sinply attenpts to say that
we have the magic value to conpensate a person for being
bl i nded, for having the wong linb renoved, for having a
severed spinal cord, for having what should ve been a
healthy child born with brain danmage and never having the
capacity of a one-year-old. In sum this Bill allows for
full conpensation for the loss of the ability to work, but
limts conpensation for the loss of the ability to walk

Many of you know that alnost 10 years ago our courts found
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caps to be unconstitutional, yet many of you nmay al so not
know the substantive reasons why. The courts said at the
time, in part, that it was special |egislation. It based
this on Article 1V, Section 13, which states that the

General Assenbly shall pass no special or local |aw when a

general law is or can be nade applicable. Ladi es and
Gentlenen, that's just what this Bill does. It says if
you're crippled by a defective product, if you re hurt and

mai med by a negligent driver, that as a |egislative Body,
as a state, we still have faith in a jury to determ ne
proper damages for recovery. But if your life is shattered
because of the bad acts of a doctor, well, that’'s just too
bad. And we don’t trust the jury anynore. Ladi es and
Gentl enen, renenber what we’'re talking about, a sound
choi ce by responsible doctors that turns out poorly is not
the kind of case that you read about having the huge
verdicts in the newspaper. It’s when bad doctors do bad
things to good people that juries respond accordingly. Qur
present system provides an appropriate incentive for
potential wongdoer to act safely and responsibly. So why
today would we con... consider legislation that would
insulate those very wongdoers from the cost of their
reckl essness? It’s not right, it’s not fair, and it’s not
| egal . Article I, Section 13, of our Constitution states
that the right of a trial by jury is fundanental. W have
always relied on the ability of citizen jurors to determ ne
damages with the added check of a remttitur, which allows

a judge to reduce an award that he or she feels is
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excessi ve. But now we’'re going to say that juries aren’t
capable of deciding damages in cases involving nedica
mal practice, that they can decide damages in every other
case, every other case, but not in these. Ladi es and
Gentl emren, why are we considering taking this decision away
from our juries, our neighbors, our peers? There is no
scientific basis for concluding that noneconom c danmages
are any nore difficult for a jury to determ ne than those

for economc |losses. Juries are not stupid, it’s this Bill

that isn’t too bright. It’s not right, it’s not fair, and
it’s not legal. The court has also said that this type of
law violates equal protection of our citizens. Common
sense should tell all of wus that |imting noneconomc
damages wi Il have a disproportionate inpact on sone of our
nost vul nerable citizens, chi | dren, the econonmically
downt r odden, the disabl ed, homenmaker s, the severely
i njured. So, when we cone down here everyday and tel

these groups that we care about them the npbst, we have
legislation that’s gonna value them the |east. It’s not
right, it’s not fair, and it’s not |egal. The thrust of
this nmeasure has been couched in the argunent that we have
a crisis, that doctors are |eaving our state. And they may
in fact be |eaving, but while |I’'ve heard of doctors | eaving
because of high premuns, |1’'ve yet to hear of one |eaving
because of high verdicts. And | know people are gonna
respond and say, ‘Well, John, it’s the verdicts that are
leading to the high premuns.’ The proponents of the Bil

say, look at the states with caps. Let’s do that. In
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| ndi ana they capped awards 30 years ago, in 1975. And
guess what ? Between 2001 and 2003, premunms in Il..in
I ndi ana went up 20 to 30 percent. And now this year, ya
know what those premuns are doing? They' re stabilizing

just like in Illinois. One of the executives from one of
Indiana’s |argest ned nal insurers said, ‘W are at the end
of a hard market cycle.’ Ladies and Gentlenen, the
prem ums have gone up because of market conditions. The
prem uns are stabilizing because of nmarket conditions. Let
me nmake clear, mnmy heart goes out to the people of Southern
[11inois who do not have access to adequate health care. |
have sincere conpassion for ny colleagues from Southern
II'linois who have grappled with this problemfor years now.

But in the ooncise words of the St. Cair County Medica

Society, this legislation sinply won't end it. Nowhere in
this Bill are findings that caps wll bring down prem uns,
‘cause to say so woul d be disingenuous. And while the Bill
says that we believe insurance costs are driving out
doctors, that statement is sinply not enough to turn
fiction into fact. W can put a finding in that says the
sun will rise in the Wst, but that won't make it true

Ladi es and Gentlenen, the only thing that we can do to the
people in this state that is worse than offering no hope is
to offer them false hope. Yet, that’'s just what we're
going here. The people and famlies of our state are being
used in pawns in a vicious and callous political gane, one
in which groups that could care less about them have

dangled an issue in front of them and promised that if a
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caps Bill is passed their grass wll be greener, their
teeth will whiter, and their doctors will come hone. It's
not fair, it’s not right, and in fact, it’s shaneful. This
Bill is a msguided effort to respond to changing political
W nds. It’s the future victinse in Illinois that are gonna
be left twisting in those w nds. Ladi es and GCentl enen,
vote ‘no’.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The Chair has extended one proponent and one

Rose:

opponent an opportunity to speak beyond the 5 mnute rule.
But we would ask, so that everyone would have a chance to
speak, that we try to stay within the 5 mnutes allotted.

So, the next speaker is Representative Rose.”

“Thank you, M. Speaker. And | think at some point we’ll
have to have others yield tine. M . Speaker, Ladies and
Gentl enmen of the House, | rise in strong support of this

| egi sl ati on. I’m very excited, this is the cul mnation of
over 18 nonths of work by this Body and specifically by the
Judiciary Conmittee, of which |I'’m a Menber. And | wanna
t hank our Chairman of the commttee for his tinme and effort
that... allowing us to bring this forward, this...to study
this issue and bring forth a conclusion. Many have
guestioned whether caps on noneconom c damages can be
constitutional in the State of [Illinois. The opponents

have argued that caps are wunconstitutional because the

Il1inois Supr eme Court has rul ed simlar | aws
unconstitutional tw ce. | rise in support of this
| egislation and believe that it wll be and should be
deened constitutional by the Illinois Suprene Court. The
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[11inois Supr ene Court f ound a cap on damages
unconstitutional in 1990... 1976 in the Wight case. That
Act cap was a $500 thousand I|imt on all, and this

i nportant, economc and noneconom c damages in nedical

mal practice cases. The court found that the General
Assenbly could not [|imt all damages, al t hough our
nei ghbor, |Indiana, had done so for several decades. The

court did not, and this is inmportant, did not, however, say

the General Assenbly may never inpose limts on damages,

but instead it required that the Ilimts be rationally
related to the state’s interest. In that case, Wight v.

Central DuPage Hospital Association, the cap in the...under

gquestion was a $500 thousand cap and... and the court was
concerned that a plaintiff mght not recover all of their
actual damages. That $500 thousand cap on total danmages
was decl ared unconstitutional as arbitrary and in violation
of Illinois Constitutions prohibition against special
| egi sl ati on. In fact, the GCeneral...the court said, ‘W do
not hold or even inply that under no circunstances nmay the
General Assenbly abolish a conmon |aw cause of action
w thout a concomtant quick pro quo.” The Illinois Suprene
Court next considered the constitutionality of caps on a...
of a 1995 law in the case of Best v. Taylor Michi ne Wrks.

That particular cap in the Best case was limted only to
noneconom ¢ damages, however, it was applied to all tort
cases, not just nedical malpractice. The court in Best
struck down the cap principally for tw reasons. First, it

was special legislation. Second, it violated separation of
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powers, both constitutional principles. The court, in
essence, did not find a logical or adequate connection
between |imting noneconomc danmages in all cases and
controlling the cost of health care. That’ s an inportant

di stinction. Further, the <court held that this cap
interfered with additional duties of the judiciary, and
thus violated the separation of powers on the constitution.

The Bill before us today, however, is different. Now we
have before us a cap on noneconom c damages of 1 mllion
for hospitals and their personnel and 500 thousand for
physicians and their personnel, limted specifically to
medi cal mal practice cases. This cap is significantly
different from the caps struck down in the Wight and Best

cases. Unlike the cap in Wight, this cap applies only to
noneconom ¢ danages. Meeting the concerns of the Wight
court, this cap would provide for all econom c damages to
be awarded to the plaintiff and actually provides
addi ti onal econom c danmages for those individuals who do
not have denonstrable incone. Further, neeting the
concerns of both the Wight and Best courts, this cap is
limted to nedical nmalpractice cases and wongful death
actions involving nedical malpractice. It is narrowy
focused to the current crisis and is specifically limted...
excuse nme, to that crisis. The State of Illinois has a
legitimate state interest in reducing the cost of and
i ncreasing access to health care. The State of Illinois,

exercising its police powers, can preserve and protect the

citizens of Illinois by enacting |egislation which would
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increase the regulation of the practice of nedicine,
i ncrease the regulation of insurance conpanies, and nodify
the Code of Civil Procedure, including establishing a limt
on noneconom c dammges. This legislation has been
carefully crafted to be narrowy targeted, to reduce the
liability exposure of health care providers and nedical

mal practice actions in order to increase access to care and

protect the citizens of the State of Illinois from the
mal practice litigation crisis that «currently 1is evident
t hroughout the State of Illinois. Sonme critics profess the
CGeneral Assenbly cannot constitutionally limt danages in
nmedi cal mal practice cases. To the contrary, however, in
Bernier v. Burris the Illinois Suprene Court upheld not
just a cap, i.e., a limtation, but they upheld the tota

elimnation of a conplete category of damages in nedical
mal practice cases, those of punitive danages. The court
al so upheld the elimnation of punitive damages in |egal
mal practice for which there was no evidence in the |egal or
| egi slative records of a crisis. The court recognized that
the CGeneral Assenbly clearly has a constitutional authority
to determne that a malpractice crisis existed in Illinois
and that the elimnation of punitive danmages was rationally
related to the legitimate state interest of providing
access to health care for the citizens of Illinois..

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, your time has run out.
Representative Sacia's indicated that he wshes to yield

you 5 mnutes. So, Representative Rose for 5 mnutes.”
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“Thank you, M. Speaker. "Il start at the beginning of
t hat sentence. The court recognized that the GCeneral

Assenbly <clearly has the constitutional authority to
determne that a malpractice crisis existed in Illinois and
that the elimnation of punitive damges was rationally
related to the legitimte state interest of providing
access to health care for the citizens of Illinois and
protecting the public. The court specifically concluded,
and | quote from the Bernier decision, ‘The elimnation of
awards for punitive damges in actions from nedica

mal practice serves the Ilegislative goals for reducing

damages generally against the nmedical profession. For
t hese reasons, we conclude the provision does not
constitute special legislation.’ If the General Assenbly

can elimnate a category of damages that is extrinsically
difficult to quantify, such as punitive danages, then the
General Assenbly can limt noneconom c damage to protect
the citizens from the loss of physicians and physician
specialties and provide greater access to health care for
all our citizens. It is clear to this General Assenbly
that the increased cost of nedical Iliability insurance
resulted in increased financial burdens on physicians and
hospitals. These burdens have contributed to the reduction
in availability of nedical care throughout the state and
has di scouraged nedi cal students from choosing Illinois as
the place where they will receive their nedical education
and practice nedicine. The public is protected by making a

service of hospitals and physicians nore avail able. The
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caps in this Bill wll help acconplish that objective.
Econom ¢ and noneconom ¢ damages are separate and distinct
forms  of damages. bj ective standards  exi st for
determ ni ng econom ¢ damages. There is no objective basis
for judging an anobunt of conpensation under noneconomc
danmages. The State of I1llinois, exercising its police
powers, has the right to limt forns of damages in order to
preserve and protect the health, safety, and welfare of the
citizens of Illinois. Legi sl atively determ ned anounts of
noneconom ¢ damages in nedical liability cases are
reasonable and rationally related to legitinmate state
interests. Sonme may ask whether the limts on noneconom c
damages in this Bill are fair. Well, let’s |look at that.

The mpjority of the states in this country have caps on

nonecononi ¢ damages in nedical liability cases that range
froma |low of $250 thousand to $1 million. The limts in
this Bill fall squarely within that range. In fact, other
states |imt both econonmc and noneconom c damages.
Col orado has inposed a total |limt of 1 mllion on total

damages, Indiana has inposed a simlar limt of $1,250, 000.
That is not the case in the Bill in front of us right now.
And therefore, this is not arbitrary. O her states have
reasonably concluded that such anmounts are fair and
reasonabl e conpensation for plaintiffs while protecting the
public’ s access to health care and their courts have found
caps u...constitutional. Qur court should as well. Sonme
may al so ask why there is a cap for physicians and anot her

cap for physicians... or, excuse ne, for hospitals. The
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difference between the caps for hospitals and the caps for
physicians reflects really the twn goals of this
| egi sl ation. One, to make health care nore accessible to
citizens of Illinois while providing fairness in paynent to
i ndi vidual s who have been injured by nedical nmalpractice.
Wth respect to accessibility, setting the cap lower for
physicians reflects the fact that physicians can nore
easily than hospitals |eave the state, avoiding perform ng
high risk procedures, or retire. If the sane cap that is

proposed for hospitals were inposed on physicians, it is

inevitable that physicians would |eave the state, limt
their practice to low-risk procedur es, or retire
prematurely. It is also inevitable that new physicians

woul d not |ocate in our state. Wth respect to fairness,
hospitals have a greater capacity to bear and spread
econom c risk than a single physician does. Thus, it is
fair and reasonable wunder the cap... that the cap on
hospitals be higher than the cap on physicians. Thi s
current health care crisis exenplified by the nunerous
calls, letters, and e-mails that we have all received from
our citizens as well as the newspaper articles reflecting
the exodus of physicians in the dire straits the hospitals
find thenselves in. Addi tionally, units of | ocal
governnent have taken the extraordinary end of adopting
their own ordinances, limting nonecononm c danages. The
State of Illinois, in order to provide access to care and
protect its citizens, must now establish limts on

noneconom ¢ damages. And | would sinply close by telling
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the story of ny best friend from Charl eston H gh School, ny

roonmate at the University of Illinois. He went on to the
University of Illinois-Chicago Medical School. Upon
graduation, he went to Wsconsin to practice nedicine. H's
nom |lives in Charleston. Hs wife's parents are from
Geneseo, Illinois. They have one child now, they have one
child on the way. They'd like to cone back to Illinois but

the cost...the cost to his bottom line as a physician to
nmove back here, in terns of the higher liability prem uns,
makes it inpossible for himto do so. This is extrenely
i nportant. W have a rationally related Bill here to a
legitimate state interest of providing access to health

care to the citizens of this state. And 1'd ask for its

adoption.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Good job, Representative. Representati ve
Kelly.”

Kelly: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “Indicates he'll yield.”

Kel |'y: “Representative, we keep hearing that doctors are
| eaving the state. What in this Bill wll prevent doctors

fromleaving the state?”

Reitz: “I think there’s a nunber of things. The doctors have
told me that caps on nonecononic damages, they think, are
the driving force behind nmalpractice premuns going up.
And... and ny doctors are telling nme that the high cost of
medi cal mal practice is why they’ re |eaving. So, | think
that’s one conponent and that’s what the overwhel m ng

concern from the doctors |’ve heard. But | think the
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strongest things in this Bill that are going to make a
difference and bring down the cost of mal practice prem uns
is a certificate of nerit to..to nake sure that we don't

have frivolous lawsuits and the insurance regul ations that

are going to open up the process and put propri...
proprietary |anguage out so that other conpanies can | ook

at that and see if they wanna cone and participate in the

II'linois market and offer a better rate to our doctors.”

Kel ly: “We keep hearing though that doctors |eave the state
because of premum rates and doctors won't cone into the
state because of premun rate... premum rates, but there's
not hing that has been said about the rates going down. So,
| don’'t see what’'s gonna keep the doctors here, bring
doctors that l|left back, or doctors that may be interested
in comng. | don't see what’'s going to entice themto cone
if the premuns are still going to be the sane. To the
Bill. There is no real correlation between cappi ng danages
for the nost severely injured and doctors |eaving
particul ar geographic areas. Doctors are nore likely to
| eave practice or |leave certain areas because of problens
w th rei nbursenent and nmanaged care problens. Doctors have
a greater problemwth their inability to practice nedicine
the way they thought they would be able to when they were
in nedical school. They thought they would be able to
serve the best interests of their patients, but instead
they are being asked to support legislation that s
certainly not in the best interests of their patients. The

worst thing about this is that doctors are actually being
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victimzed as well because there is no guarantee that their
rates will go down. ISME is already backing off of this
| egislation by indicating that the caps in this Bill may
not be good enough to lower rates. |In other words, Ladies
and Gentlenen, we nay be very well be inposing caps
discrimnatory on our elderly, our nothers, our children,
and our disabled for no good purpose. |, too, believe that
reformis needed. But we need insurance reform we need to
| ower prem uns, we need to | ook at TAO paynents, we need to
| ook at reinmbursenment rates, we need to |look at HM3>s who
dictate how doctors can treat their patients. Col | eagues,
| urge a ‘no’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bost.”

Bost :

“Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Bost :

“First off, I'd like to conplinment the Sponsor for the
work that he’s done and the work that many ot hers have done
on bringing this Bill forward, finally. You know, | was
one of the first Menbers of this Assenbly that...that began
to conplain and...and raise this issue and the concerns that
we had. I brought this issue up 2 years ago, | think 3
years ago the first tine, argued, discussed. And probably

the best way to de...to describe the feelings over the | ast

2 years on this issue is disgusted. I’m glad and |’ m
encour agi ng everyone to vote and support this Bill in this
form because | do believe it will help. | do believe that

this Jlegislation, when signed by the Governor, wll

encour age doctors to return to our ar ea. Al so, to
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encourage doctors to stay who have been so close to being
driven out of the practice here in the State of Illinois.
Sonmebody a coupl e days ago, though, said that we wanna be
sure and give credit where credit’s due. So, if | can have
the attention of the Body, | would like to give credit
where credit is due. Over the last 2 years, because of the
Denocr at Leadership in the House and the Denocrat
Leadership in the Senate, we have not acted on this Bill.
And so, | am going to give credit where credit is due.
Those Leaders should take responsibility for the people in
my district that have sweat and cried and tried to figure
out how their children were gonna find doctors when the
pediatricians left. The wonmen who were concerned about the
OB/ GYNs that were |eaving, those that had to travel outside
of the state. And | hope and | know that you Il all
understand that credit is probably due to them as well for
the disabled firefighter from Carbondale. That after while
fighting and doing what he was supposed to be doing,
defending the safety of the people of his community, after
a ceiling collapsed, took a head wound, and because a
neurosurgeon was not there in Carbondale and he had to be
transported to St. Louis, is now disabl ed. So, credit is
due. Credit is due to the people who' ve drug their feet on
this issue. Credit is due to those people who have pl ayed
politics with this issue. And credit is due and you shoul d

be hel d account abl e. | ask for your support of this Bill
| hope that we'll..this will not.. these things wll not
happen in the future. | hope that this will straighten the
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problem out, but | do think it’s took too long to get
here.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Brosnahan.”

Brosnahan: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?"

Speaker Hannig: “Indicates he'll yield.”

Reitz: “No.”

Br osnahan: “Dan, | had a couple questions about the... the
annuities portion of this I|egislation. And just so the

Body knows, this only applies to the nedical costs and it
applies to hospitals, is that correct?”

Reitz: “Correct.”

Brosnahan: “And right now, hospitals have to pay a lunp sumto
victins for nmedical costs. So, wunder this |egislation,

they’'d be able to...to spread the paynents out over a course

of a nunmber of years. |Is that correct?”
Reitz: “Correct on future nedical paynents. Correct.”
Brosnahan: “On future nedical costs. Now, a question | have is

what happens if the insurance conpany becones insolvent?
Who's gonna insure this? *Cause obviously, the State of
[I'linois’” not going to insure this.”

Reit z: “In...according to the legislation, if the conpany who
provi ded the annuity becones unable to pay anounts required
by that annuity, the defendant shall re... secure a
replacenent annuity for the remainder of the plaintiff’s
life froma conpany that satisfies the requirenents of this
subsection.”

Br osnahan: “So... so, the defendant is gonna have to... he'll be

responsible for securing a replacenent in annuity. But
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under the legislation, how nuch tinme does the defendant
have? Does he have 6 nonths to get a replacenent? Does he
have a year to get a replacenent? Does he have 2 years to
get a replacenent for the annuity?”

Reitz: “lIt’s...the legislation is silent on that. W woul d...we
would anticipate that that would just be a reasonable
anmount of tinme according to the courts.”

Br osnahan: “But I...1 guess I...1 don’t know what a reasonable
amount of tine is when we’'re tal king about victins that are
incurring very expensive mnedical costs. And we’'re gonna
say, ya know, if the conpany goes insolvent, well, the
def endant has to secure you another annuity, but if there’'s
no tinme limts, if...if it can go on for a year or 2 years,
who is gonna pay for the victimwho is undergoing all these
medi cal costs?”

Reitz: “That...in the discussions that we had, the court...yeah
the court... that’s gonna be up to the discretion of the
court. I would encourage that they do that inmediately,
but our...it’s our anticipation in...in negotiations with the
hospitals that they will satisfy that and the hospital is
responsi ble for making sure that the victimwould re...woul d
receive these future nedical costs.”

Brosnahan: “Now, another question | had as far as annuities. |
know many tines the nedical costs are gonna go up and down
over certain...depending on the year. And can you please
tell me the safeguards in the legislation that will provide
for that when the... the nedical costs may be spiked one

year ?”
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Reit z: “W haven’t... wwthin the legislation, we have an... an
inflator when they do that, and there is variance |anguage
in there based...it says, ‘Based upon evidence presented in
the trial, the trier of fact may also vary the anmount of
future costs wunder this Section from year to year to

account for different annual expe... expendi tures, i ncluding

the imediate nedical life and care needs of the
plaintiff.””
Br osnahan: “Repre... Representative Reitz, in this choice,

whether they can take a lunmp sum or an annuity, that’'s

entirely the hospital’s decision, is that correct?”

Reitz: “Either...either party can choose. Either...if the...the
| egi slation..

Brosnahan: “lI’msorry, are you saying that..

Reit z: “.allows either party to pick...to choose an annui...to

annuitize the future nedical costs.”

Br osnahan: “lI just wanna be clear. Are you saying that the
victim could then choose to have the lunp sum instead of
the annuity or is it..nmy understanding was it was just up
to the hospital.”

Reitz: “No, the victimcould choose the annuity. Ei ther party
can choose the annuity.”

Br osnahan: “Ckay. So, the victim can’t choose a lunp sum
however, correct?”

Reitz: “Correct. Wll, yes, they can.”

Brosnahan: “All right. Now, when we get to..to caps, we had a
ot of hearings or a lot of neetings that we had. Under
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this legislation, there is no exceptions whatsoever for
catastrophic injuries. Correct?”

Reitz: *“It's...it’s...that’s correct. |It’s a hard cap.”

Br osnahan: “So, the nost severely injured, whether it’s a.. a
br ai n-danmaged baby that was delivered due to the negligence
of a doctor, those would be covered under the cap,
correct?”

Reitz: *“Yes.”

Br osnahan: “Now, in sonme of these neetings that we had there
was also talk of possibly putting in an escal ator cl ause.
So, this $500 thousand |imt on doctors and a mllion
dollars on hospitals would be increased over the years,
maybe in...in accordance with the nmedical rate inflationary
i ndex. But you decided not to put that escalator clause in
this legislation as well, isn’'t that correct?”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, could you bring your renarks
to a close?”

Brosnahan: “Ckay.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Reitz, could you answer the
Gentl eman’ s questi on?”

Reit z: “The answer is...is ‘yes’. We included not...not to put
that in there for a nunber of reasons.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Brosnahan, could you bring your
remarks to a cl ose, please?”

Br osnahan: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladi es and Gentl enen of
the House, to the Bill. The I1llinois Supreme Court has
ruled on two separate occasions that capping the limt on

nonecononi ¢ damages s unconstitutional. But that term
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‘noneconom ¢ danages’, we throw that term around like it
doesn’t nean anything, like it’'s sonething that we don’t
care about. So let’s just say what the noneconom c damages

are. Nonecononm ¢ damages are pain and suffering, sonetines
a lifetine of pain and suffering. It also covers the cost
of disfigurenent. It costs...it covers the instances when
people are paralyzed or in a wheelchair, blindness. These
are sone of the things that we care nobst about but people
just throw away that term ‘noneconom c damages’, like it

doesn’t nean anyt hing. | think it’s inportant that we
remenber t hat . Thi s | egi sl ation is, I ndeed,
di scrim natory. It discrimnates against the honemakers,
the elderly, the children. Statutes limting noneconomc
damages violate ©people protection provisions of the
II'linois and Federal Constitution because the effect of
these laws 1is to wunfairly discrimnate against those
victinms that are npbst severely injured by the negligence...
negl i gence of another. It’s a violation of separation of

powers. As a Legislature, we're telling a court what they
have to do, what kind of danages they have to award,
l[imting them to $500 thousand even though we don’t know
the facts of the case. This legislation is absolutely
terrible and it’s a shame that we have to vote on this. |

don't think it’'s right for this Body, for any of us to
conprom se the rights of victins...to conprom se the rights
of victinse and their famlies, especially those that are
injured the nost seriously, all for the sake of politica

expedi ency. And that’s what we’'re doing today, that’s what
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this process is all about. Sonetines it’s better to |lose a

| egislative seat, whether it's the House or the Senate,

than it is to lose your principles. And that’s what we're

doing by passing this legislation. 1'd ask everybody for a
‘no’ vote.”
Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from DuPage, Representative

Hul tgren. Hultgren.”

Hul tgren: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Hul t gren: “Ladi es and Gentlenmen of the House, | wanna thank,
first of all, the Menbers of the Judiciary Cvil Law
Commttee who have spent so nmany hours dealing with this

issue. We've heard multiple hearings, nultiple hours, each

hearing on this. And | want to thank them | want to
thank the Sponsors of this. I want to thank the 58
cosponsors who are part of...of this |egislation. | also

want to thank...thank the staff nenbers who have spent so
many hours on this. This is a very inportant Bill. There
clearly is a crisis in...in Illinois. The victinms that we
need to address and are addressing by this legislation are
t hose people who are injured and dying because they don’t
have access to health care. W recognize that crisis and
this legislation is a response to that crisis and | appl aud
each and every one of vyou for addressing that very
inmportant crisis that’'s out there. | do wanna address a
couple of things that have been brought today. In the
hearings that we had, we had the opportunity to hear from

very conpetent and respected actuaries who canme in on all
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sides of the issue. But every single one recognized that
putti ng caps on nonecononi ¢ danmages woul d have an inpact on
the cost of nedical mal practice insurance and ultimately on
the availability of...of health care. Specifically, we can
| ook at other states that surround us. It’s a very easy
conparison for us to |ook at. A state |ike Mssouri or a
state |li ke Wsconsin, both of them have caps on nonecononi c
damages. M ssouri’s is $565 thousand cap. W sconsin is
$500 t housand cap. And we can conpare for our doctors here
in the State of [Illinois. For sonmeone who perforns
neurosurgery would pay $246 thousand a year in Illinois

whereas conpared to Mssouri, they d only pay 146 thousand.
And in Wsconsin, only 47 thousand. That’s a difference
wth a cap that we’'re suggesting today of a 168 percent in
M ssouri and 520 percent in Wsconsin. And you |ook at an
OB/GYN in the State of Illinois on average would pay 147
t housand where in Mssouri they pay 105 thousand, which is
a difference of 140 percent. Wsconsin, 39 thousand, which
is a difference of 372 percent difference from Illinois

So, absolutely caps make a difference. W had testinony by
actuaries that confirm that as well. This is a good Bil

because it is a multifaceted approach to a very serious
crisis here in Illinois. We reform insurance. W expand
the powers for nedical discipline here in the State of
I[llinois. And we put caps on nonecononi c danages at a fair
| evel, also highery... higher than many of our neighboring
st at es. In my judgnment, this legislation fairly bal ances

the needs of our judicial system while also recognizing the
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crisis of access to nedical care. W’'ve followed the road
map given to us by the Suprene Court in previous decisions,
addressed their concerns pri..previously to nmake this good
| egi sl ation t hat wi || absol ... that absol utely 'S
constitutional and will wthstand any question that it is
constitutional. It also addresses the needs of all
victins. | nmentioned the real victinms. There are severa

| evels of real victins in this. There are real victins who
are victinms of nedical nalpractice. They still have
absolute full access to all econom c damages. There 1is
absolutely no limtation on economc danmages for them
And, in fact, this is absolutely not discrimnatory as
wel |, because within our statenent in this Bill we give an
average nedian incone. So, even soneone who's unenpl oyed,

a honemaker, a child, senior citizen, we put in it vhere
they woul d have access for econonm ¢ danages of soneone with
an average incone. This is very generous. It addresses an
i ssue that was brought up by the Supreme Court in the md
90s. W’ ve addressed that. This is absolutely not
di scrim natory. It is sonmething that is... recognizes the
needs of all people and treats them fairly and equally.
Also, it recognizes the victins throughout the state that

have |ost nedical care. We heard again, just a couple
weeks ago, of pa... patients down in Alton, Illinois, for
themto be able to get in...for a woman to be able to get in
for an appointnent for an OB/ GYN doctor she would have to
wait until the end of June of 2006. Ladies and Centlenen

of the House, that is ridiculous. W are absolutely
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recognizing the crisis that’'s here in our state that we
need doctors who are available to address the needs of our
comuni ti es. This addresses the victins of nmalpractice.
It addresses...gives authority for disciplinary conmm ssions
to nmake sure that good doctors are practicing here in
I[I'linois. It also addresses the needs of victins who don’t
have access to health care. Ladies and Centleman, this is
a good Bill. It’s a conpromse. It hurts a little bit of

everybody, but it hel ps by keeping good doctors here in the

State of Illinois. Again, | wanna thank everybody who’s
spent so nmuch time on this. It definitely is
constitutional. W' ve tal ked about that today. And |’m

| ooking forward to seeing doctors remain here in the State
of Illinois. And | encourage an ‘aye’ vote, a strong ‘aye
vote on this legislation. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Mller.”

MIller: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

MIller: “Representative, in the legislation there's a.. a
severability clause. Could you explain why that’s in

there? You can stop ny clock.”

Reitz: *“It was a..

Mller: *“You can stop the clock on ne.”

Reitz: “Sorry, David. l[t... it wa.. |.. just part of the
negoti ati ons. It was one...one of the itens that was on...

that was on the table. And the conclusion was we deci ded
to put that in there and figure this... w're sending this

pi ece of legislation forward as a whole.”
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Mller: “I’"’m sorry, could you say that again? It was part of
negoti ati ons, was that correct?”

Reitz: “As we...we decided that it was better to put this Bill
as a...as the whol e package. This is what we think is going
to solve the nedical malpractice problem and... the crisis

and we...we put this forward as a package.”

MIler: “1I mean, there...there are sonme good provisions in this
Bill. Il be the first one to say that. There’s sone
other I would question. You know, |’'ve heard the coments

of access to health care several tines throughout this
debat e. Do you know the nunber of...of physicians...general
physi ci ans that have left the state?”

Reitz: “As far as...as far as a hard nunber, they don’t have

t hem before nme right now”

Mller: “Ckay. Do you know the nunmber of OB/GYNs that have
left the state?”

Reitz: “In...in ny area | can tell you nost of them have |eft
the state.”

MIler: “Ckay. Well, when you... when you say that, let’s put

this in content, because there has to be a certain anopunt
that was there before and a certain anount there is now.
You're saying there’'s none now. | nmean, were there one,
two, three, four?”

Reitz: “l don't...1 don’'t have the nunbers in...in front of ne.
If you have nunbers I'd be willing to discuss them wth

you.”

MIler: *“No, |I don’'t have nunmbers. | was just, ya know, it’s...

it'’s...will this...will this... when we talk about access to
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care, will this bring a physician or an OB/ GYN in...in the

Rosel and Conmuni ty?”

Reitz: “Excuse me?”

MIler: “WIl this bring an additional OB GYN or any type of
specialist in the Rosel and Conmunity?”

Reitz: “It...1 would...it gives the opportunity to do that. I n
our area we have | ost over 200 doctors total. W’ve lost a
nunber ..!

Mller: “Well..well.”

Reitz: “..of OB/ GYNs. I think it...1 think this provides hope

for...for your community to bring in additional doctors.”
Mller: *“OCkay. Well..well, ya know, ‘cause there is an access
to care... access to care crisis all across the state, as
been nmentioned many tines before. And | was just wondering
since this is a statewde Bill and affects all physicians
and... and so and so forth, was wondering that is it gonna
address any of the shortages in |ower income conmunities?

Besi des those that're south of | -807?"

Reitz: “We don’t know...it does. | think it does increase the
opportunity because there’'s a... ya know, it’s another
factor. If we can take the cost of malpractice prem uns
off the table, that adds to that. And we’'d be nore than
willing to work wth... with you on anything that wll
i nprove access to health care to the people of Illinois.”

MIler: “To...to the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”
Mller: “I can speak a little bit on this. And yes, there are

some good reform neasures in this piece of |egislation. I
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am a per...a proponent of the certificate of nmerit in there.

I’m a proponent of the rate review for increases in

i nsurance rate. But however, there are sone nmjor problens

with this Bill. As the Sponsor hinself said in other
guestioning is that, ‘Are doctors gonna cone back? He
doesn’t know. I asked the question will doctors gonna

continue health care or be able to conme in to inner City of
Chi cago or poor and inpoverished areas north of 1-80. He
doesn’t know. And so when the question becones access to
health care, it’s not just caps. Everybody woul d think
that caps are mmeunonic... pat hormmeunoni c, on which was the
reason why doctors are |eaving health care... | eaving our
state. That's sinply not true. Wen we |ook at the path
of a doctor...first off, there's not many students who are
going into math and sciences. That's part of the problem

There are not many students who decide to seek a career in
health care or nedicine. That’s part of the problem
There are many doctors who just choose to |leave the state
for professional reasons, not just because of health care
crisis here or the rates of insurance. It’s because nmaybe

they have a famly nenber sonewhere else. O maybe they’ ve

been located in the mlitary sonewhere else. O maybe
there’s a better opportunity somewhere el se. So, when we
talk about access to health care, let's look at the

conpl ete picture of ac...access to health care.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, could you bring your remarks
to a close?”
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MIller: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Not just the issue of caps.
It will be disingenuous for us to sit and say this is a

solution to a very conplex problem And in fact, those who
are arguing for this Bill, | wuld ask you to support
uni versal health care. If we had universal health care we
woul dn’t need legislation |ike this. If we had a right of
health care for all citizens in the State of Illinois, in
regardl ess of where your zip code is, then we wouldn’t have
this problem of doctors leaving this state. If we
adequately funded doctors on the conposition that they nake
then there wouldn't be a health care crisis. But i nstead,

we’'re gonna deal with this piece of legislation. And it...

it’s just fair...unfair and just disingenuous. | ask you to
vote ‘no’.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Beiser.”

Bei ser: "Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen in the
House. To the Bill. You know, the 7 nonths |’ve been here

serving this Body there has been not one day, not one day
that this issue has not conme before me as a State
Representative. Av |...as |’ve gone to the senior centers,
as |’ve gone to the coffee shops and |’ve gone door to
door, by and large, that is the only issue that the people
of the 111th District wanna talk about. And up until today
| did not have an answer. One of ny coll eagues nentioned
nmy home city of Alton, Illinois, that it takes over a year
for a wonan to get into the OB/ GYN doctor. That is a fact.
Seventy-five percent of the doctors in that category are

gone fromny district. That is a fact. The long lines at
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the emergency roonms at St. Anthony’'s Hospital and Alton
Menorial Hospital, which serve ny district, are a fact.
People are going to the energency roons because they’ ve
lost their personal physi ci ans. My  personal phy...
physician, Dr. Chris Geen, has told nme that on...every day

on average he has five people that calls his office asking

them can they please have Dr. Geen a their doctor. Hi's
answer is, unfortunately, I amat the no...limt. | cannot
take any new patients. W had a doctor in one of our

| argest health care facilities, our doctor providers Alton
Mul ti Specialists that signed a contract in Decenber of 2004
to start practice in May of 2005. She cane to the area to
| ook at housing and schools and what to set up for her
famly. And within that three-day period, after speaking
to fellow physicians, after speaking to the constituents or
the potential patients of hers, she broke the contract.
M. Bill Kessler, who has... happens to be in the gallery
today, the President of St. Anthony’s Health Center, has
told nme tinme and tine again the perils that he faces as the

chief executive of that facility. M. Ron MMillen at
Alton Menori al Hospi t al has done the sane. These
gentlenen...1 have said up until today, ‘I don't know what
we’'re going to do.’” But | am happy today to say that we’ve
got a piece of sleg...legislation that will address their
needs. And lastly, | think it’s...we talk about access to
health care, we think about you and |, those of us that can

get to the doctor or get into the hospital on our own or

those of us that can take care of ourselves. But probably
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the nost conpelling thing that |’ve wtnessed in this
category for this issue in this short tinme that 1’ve been
here is a visit that | paid to Beverly Farms in ny
district. This is a facility that treats the profoundly
mental ly handi capped, those that cannot take care of
t hemsel ves, those that cannot vote, those that have to
depend on us to take care of them And |I'msad to say that
the ability to access doctors and nurses for those nen and
wonren has been terribly curtailed. | am happy today to say
that we do have a piece of legislation that will help these
people. To help the people of the District of 111 and, in
my belief, the people of the State of Illinois. | stand

here and | ask ny coll eagues to vote ‘aye’ on this nmeasure
as a start to bringing doctors and nurses and hospitals

back to the sound ground that they need. Thank you very

much.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Lang.”

Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladies and Gentlenen... M.
Speaker, | would prefer it to be quiet in here so people
can hear ny words. Thank you. M. Speaker, this is a
pretty inportant Bill we' re debating. Let me refer the

General Assenbly back to the 92nd General Assenbly. Senate
Bill 629, which strangely enough anended the Humane Care
for Animals Act. It was signed by Governor Ryan on
February 1, 2001. Ladies and Gentlenen, in that Bill we
gave dogs, cats, pets, and even cows unlimted econom c and
unlimted noneconom c danmages. W provided punitive

damages to dog owners. So, let’s think about the context
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of what we’re doing. |’ m not sure too many of us want to
say that human life is less inportant than that of dogs and
cats and pet nonkeys and cows. Ladi es and GCentlenen,
there’s certainly a crisis in health care in Illinois.
There’s certainly a pri..crisis is malpractice premuns in
[111inois. There’'s certainly a crisis in doctors |eaving
the State of Illinois. Also...though some would dispute it,
| would agree. But Ladies and CGentlenen, in our effort to
deal wth this, the GCeneral Assenbly and the nedica

community and the insurance comrunity got together a year
ago and they had 48 separate agreenents, 48 separate
agreenments on insurance form..reform tort reform nedica

infor...reform And we cone to this year ‘cause we couldn’'t
pass it last year. And after weeks and hours and hours and
days of debate and discussion in commttee asking all Kkinds
of questions, finally we were told that, ‘No, we're not
interested in those. There’s only one thing we're really
interested in and that’s caps.’ And when | asked the
doctors, when | asked the hospitals, when | asked the
i nsurance carriers, when | asked the trial |awers, when I
asked the Departnent of Insurance - ‘Has anybody taken

these 48 agreenents and stuck them into a nedical nodel, an

i nsurance nodel to determne whether they wll save any
costs, to determne whether this wll have any inpact on
the problen?” - | was uniformly told by everybody, ‘No’.

Nobody has taken the effort to find out whether the 48
separate agreenents from a year ago wuld nmake any

difference at all in this problem And yet, the parties
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sat around the table and negotiated those agreenents. A
couple of those agreenents are in this Bill. There’'s a
coupl e of good things in this Bill. But there’s nothing in
this Bill that would prove or indicate or gaurantee that
there’'ll be lower premunms, nothing in this Bill to
indicate that doctors wll conme back to Illinois, only
i nf erences. If the problem for doctors is higher prem uns

then the thing we oughta be capping is prem uns, not the
awar ds of people who are injured by negligent doctors. The
State of lowa has no caps at all and the State of |owa has
| ower nedi cal costs and |ower nedical prem uns for
mal practice than the State of |Illinois. Has anybody
checked to find out why? Not.. no one | know. No one |

know. If you take a further look at this Bill, those of
you who are so hell-bent on providing caps, the Bill |eaves
sone nedical providers out. Under this Bill there is no

cap for nursing hones, there is no cap for blood centers,
there is no cap university hospitals. So, this Bill
doesn’t cover everyone. |f you wanna cover everyone, cover
everyone. There’s sonme real problenms with this Bil

constitutionally. M. Speaker, if | run out of tine,

Representative Chapa LaVia is giving nme her 5 mnutes.

This Bill, as witten, violates the preanble of the
I[1linois Constitution, which assure legal, social, and
econom c justice. It violates Article 1, Section 2, by

depriving persons of property wthout due process of |aw
and by denying persons equal protections of the |aw based

on rat...sex, race, and age. It violates Article 1, Section
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18, by denying equal protection of the |laws on account of
sex. This legislation discrimnates against honenmakers
children, the elderly, and mnorities, who are nore |ikely
to have little or no econom c danages as a result of their
age or discrimnation in providing health care and

enpl oynent oppor ...

g: “Ckay, Representative, we’'ll extend you an additional 5
m nutes.”

“Their only danmages, nhoneconom ¢ damages, are capped.
This Bill violates Article 1, Section 12, by denying
persons or renedying the law for all injuries and wongs

which they receive to their person, privacy, and property,
and reputation and by present... preventing persons from
obtaining justice by law freely. It violates Article 1,
Section 13, which guarantees that the right of trial by
jury as enjoyed shall remain inviolate. Caps on danmages
infringe strongly on the fact-finding function of the jury
in assessi ng damages. S nce the assesses of damages is a
fact-finding issue commtted to the jury, a limtation on
the performance of that function is a limtation on the
role of the jury and therefore unconstitutional. The Bil
violates Article 4, Section 13, as it is a special |aw
where a general |aw can be nmade applicable. The 1l1linois
Suprenme Court found that caps on damages violate this
Section of the Constitution. In the Wight case in 1976,
despite the argunent that there was a nedical nalpractice
insurance crisis and a crisis in access to health care... As

recently as 1997, the Suprene Court in the Best case
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reaffirmed the Wight case and said that a cap on
noneconom ¢ damages of $500 thousand was arbitrary and
violated this Section of the Constitution against argunents
of there are also insurance and health care access
probl ens. The Bill violates Article 6, Section 1, and
Article 2, Section 1, of the Illinois Constitution as an
exercise by the Legislature and Executive Branch of power
properly belonging to the Judicial Branch. W all studied
this in school, it’s called the separation of powers. This
Bill represents an invasion of the judicial power which is
vested in the Suprene Court, the Appellate Court, and the
Circuit Courts. This legislation orders the court to
ignore a verdict supported by the evidence and to enter a
judgnment for the arbitrary cap anount. The Constitution
prohibits this Body from taki ng power bel onging excl usively
to the courts by requiring entry of an arbitrarily reduced
judgnment predetermned by the Legislature. In the Best
case, the Suprene Court found that an arbitrary cap of $500
t housand regardless of the reasons for passage, violated

this Section of the Constitution. Ladi es and Gentl enen,
this Bill is constitutionally infirmin all of those ways
and probably others as well. Ladies and Centl enmen, have

you had a famly cone to your office with a child in a
wheel chair injured by a doctor at birth? A child who you
woul d say is gonna get all their econonm c damages for |ife?
But | would submit to you that the life of that entire
famly that has to take care of that child 24/ 7 for the

next 50 or 60 years is damaged. It isn't just about the
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econom ¢ damage of that infant or that <child in the
wheel chair, it’s about an entire famly whose life is
i npacted by the actions you wish to take here today. And
if you have visited with any of these famlies, as | have,
you could not vote for this Bill. Ladies and Gentl enen, we
do have an historic opportunity today, we have historic
opportunity to put arou...aside the pandering of the specia

interests on all sides. W have a historic opportunity to
put this Bill aside and to sit down and to find out a rea

way to guarantee lower premuns, a real way to encourage

doctors to cone back to Illinois, and a real way to deal
with health care delivery in the State of Illinois. This
Bill is not about health care delivery as witten. | know

the Sponsors believe it is. As witten, this is not a Bill
for health care delivery, it’s a Bill to reduce the costs
of insurance conpanies and doctors. Now, if there were
proof that was going to happen, it would be okay. There is
no proof that is going to happen. There’s no proof in any
other state, despite the list you can give ne. It does not
exist. There are states with no caps that have | ower costs
than we do. We oughta |look to those states for a little
hel p. Ladies and Gentlenen, aside from the imorality of
this Bill, this Bill is not constitutional. It cannot be
fixed by the Suprene Court. It can only be fixed by
reasonabl e people putting aside pandering, putting aside
special interests, and doing the right thing today for the

citizens we all represent. Please vote ‘no’ .
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Speaker  Hanni g: “Representative Collins. Representative
Collins. GCkay. Representative WII Davis, you' re next on
the list.”

Davis, W: “Thank you, M. Speaker. The Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Davis, W: “Representative, I'mnot a...l’mnot an attorney |ike
many of ny coll eagues here and we only have one |icensed
doctor here in the Illinois House. So, ny...ny questions
are kind of nore so fromthe heart than anything el se. But
before | get into sone of those, let ne just ask a
questi on. This Bill was originally...originally passed out

as sonet hing hel ping coal mners, is that correct?”

Reitz: “It came fromthe Senate in that form that's correct.”

Davis, W: *“That’'s correct?”

Reitz: “Correct.”

Davis, W: “So what happened to the original.. the original
aspects of the Bill?”

Reitz: *“I..

Davis, W: “So have we forgotten about the coal m ners?”

Reitz: “lI haven’t and | hope that no one else in the chanber
has either. Un...unfortunately, it wasn't able to neke it

t hrough the process and was reconmtted to Rules.”

Davis, W: “Ckay. Al right. Now, it’s mnmy understanding that
the Amendnment on this Bill was not filed until My 26, is
that correct?”

Reitz: “Correct.”

Davis, W: “Ckay. So, we're taking an issue such as this very

|arge issue, you've heard a lot of passionate speeches
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about this particular issue, and we’'re trying to figure
this all out in a matter of three and half days, is that
correct?”

Reitz: “No. We’ve...we’'ve been discussing this for the last 2
or 3 years and this is the...the | anguage that we have. As
we do with nunerous pieces, especially large issue Iike
this, they nove through the legislative process, it takes a
nunmber of years to do that. And this is the culmnation of
all the hearings that we’ ve had over the... the course of
t hose years.”

Davis, W: “Ckay. So, since we have studied this issue over
and over again, as you've indicated for the last 3 years...
and unfortunately, | have not seen any report. So, do you
have a report that speaks to the fact that by passing this
piece of legislation that caps will go? That caps wll
bring down prem uns?”

Reitz: “Based on the testinony that we've heard and the
conversations |I've had wth the nedical comruni ty
t hroughout the state and in ny area, we think this wll.
W think the...the conponents of this Bill between the... the
caps on noneconom ¢ danages, the cer...the certificate of
merit, and the insurance regulation, that this will address
the problem and bring better access to health care in
[I'linois.”

Davis, W: “Well, you indicated that that’s based on testinony.
I’m | ooking for sonmething nore tangible. Peopl e can say
whatever it is they wanna say and can construe words to
mean whatever they need them to nean. I’ m | ooking for
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sonething a little bit nore tangible, some report or
sonmet hing that speaks to the fact that if this Bill passes,
that caps will bring down premuns. O ...or better yet, |et
me just ask this question then. By passing this Bill wll

t hey go down i medi atel y?”

Reitz: “No, they won't go down immediately. It’ Il take
awhi l e..”

Davis, W: *“How...how | ong?”

Reitz: *“.to get through the... It really depends on how long it

takes to nove through the process to...to let the current
cases that are...that are already on file to nove through
the process and then see if...if the refornms...l think the
insurance reforms will go in imedately. And it also
depends on whether this is held constitutional or not. Ya
know, we have to wait on a decision from the Suprene
Court ..

Davis, W: *“So..

Rei t z: “.before | think the insurance conpanies are really

confortable that this legislation is gonna be real.”

Davis, W: “So, Representative you're...you re saying that the
insurance reforms wll ultimately result...well, that...that
premiuns will go down as a result of what we're doing
her e?”

Reitz: “Yes, | think they wll.”

Davis, W: “And, but that’s not imedi ate?”

Reitz: “No.”

Davis, W: “And it’'s still possible that the Suprenme Court
could rule this unconstitutional, which neans that we' |l be
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back at square one. So, all the 3, 4, 5 years of
negoti ati ons that you' ve already spoke about that led us to
this point may have gone for naught?”

Reitz: *“I think, unfortunately, that’s part of our...our job and

part of the judicial process is let that nove through. I

do believe that when this Bi... Bill becomes |aw the
insurance reforns will kick in, the certificate of merit
will kick in. Those are the two neat itens of this Bill

wi th the noneconom c caps. And that will be |aw.”

Davis, W: “And...and you can guarantee that? You can guarantee
that by this Bill?”

Reitz: *“Cuarantee that the rates will come down?”

Davis, W: “Yes, Sir.”

Reitz: “I don’t know that there are any guarantees. | believe
it will, though.”

Davis, W: “Okay. So, as...as ny tine is running out, let ne
just ask this one question. If...if a loved one of yours

was injured or mained as a result of sone negligence
relative to a autonobile dealer, would you want the dam..
t he damages for that individual to be capped as a result?”

Reitz: “I...1 think the response to that is we are dealing wth
a nmedical crisis here and that’s why we're dealing wth
caps on noneconomc damages as a result of nedica
occurrences.”

Davis, W: “Well, vyes, | understand we're dealing with a
medical crisis, but we're talking about an individual’s
life and how that life..
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Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, could you bring your renarks

to a close, please?”

Davis, W: “Representative Ganberg, offered ne his 5 mnutes.”

Speaker Hannig: “Ckay. But all I'm..all 1'm suggesting to the
Menbers who are also waiting in line that at sonme point if
soneone noves reads... noves the previous question, it’s
over. So..

Davis, W: “All right. 1...1 understand. | understand.”

Speaker Hannig: “So 5 mnutes.”

Davis, W: “So...so, Representative, | just wanna nake sure that
| understand what you're saying. That if...if we’'re talking
about an individual’s life and how that I|ife may be
af fected by soneone’s negligence, you're telling me that in
that situation that | just described to you wth the
negl i gent autonobile dealer, that you would not want... or
would want a cap to be in place that would prevent your
famly from recouping nonecononm c damages, pain and
suffering danmages, as a result of that?”

Reit z: “Yes. | think the answer is ‘yes’. The problem we're
dealing with a crisis in this state with...with...as far as
access to health care and... and, Yyes. And there’s other
conponents of a nedical nmalpractice case. This is one.
Unfortunately, sonetines we have to step in as a state and
do what’'s best for the great..for the greater good of ... of
all concerned. And there are a limted nunber of people
that will bunp into the cap on noneconom c damages. I
think there are thousands and thousands of nore peopl e that

are being denied access to health care.”
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Davis, W: “l1 see. Ladies and Centlenen, to the Bill. The
II'linois Suprene Court in the Best decision, which I know
has been referenced already, which held that caps on
noneconom ¢ damages are unconstitutional, indicated at the
| egi slative history. And we are indeed a part of that
| egislative history, specifically the way this |egislation
has been fast-tracked. Even though there’ ve been years and
years of talking about it, we're talking about the
i medi ate process that we’'re going through right now, that
because this legis...legislation has been fast-tracked and
that is...that that will be a part of the review of the...of
the court in the...relative to the intent of the Legislature
with this Bill. Well, indeed, if that is done in this
case, should...it should be made clear that we as Menbers of
the Legislature have not had tinme, | don't think, to
totally evaluate, as you ve indicated. W’re not sure what
wi Il happen as a result of this legislation, if it i..is

indeed put in place, ad that we need the opportunity to

really be able to study whether or not caps wll be
effective in this case. Previ ous speakers already spoken
of a state that has no caps and yet still has...is stil

doing better than we are as a state here in Illinois. So,

| sinmply add that, as indicated before, that these things
are bad for mnorities. They’' re bad for wonen. They' re
bad for poor individuals. A district like the one that |
represent, which is noderate and |owinconme individuals,
can be aversively affected by having caps on e.. on

nonecononi ¢ damages. These are pain and suffering damages.
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And there’s no way, no way, that | as an individual want
someone who nay be mainmed or...or disfigured at the result
of sonme negligent individual to put sone kind of cap on the
value of that individual’'s life. | recently just lost ny
father, Representative, and...and a let ne thank many of you
who expressed your condol ences to ne. But if ny father had
of been... had... had’ve died as a result of sone negligent
doctor, there’s no way that | could stand here today and
vote ‘yes’ on such a Bill that’'s gonna cap and put a val ue
on that gentleman’s |life, despite his age or at what point
he may of passed on. W'’ re talking about putting a cap on
the value of soneone’s life. And there’'s just no way that

| can vote ‘yes’ on such a Bill. So, | encourage ny

col l eagues...if you feel |ike that about your fam |y nenbers

and others in the value of human |life then you need to vote

no’ on this legislation. Thank you.”
Speaker Hannig: “Representative Flowers.”
Fl ower s: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of
the House. | stand before you today to say that there is a

crisis in this state. There is a crisis. And the crisis
is not with doctors leaving, but it’s wwth the patients and
the care that they’'re being given. There’'s also a crisis
in how doctors are treated in this state. VWhen | think
about the HMOs and what they're doing to sone of these
docs... sone of these doctors, HM3Os are not paying doctors a
fair share of the services for which they re...which... which
t hey have rendered. And also, there’s a burden on the

doctors in regards to the type of paperwork that they have
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to do and the burdens that they have to endure from the
different types of insurance conpanies and they' re ability
to nake the appropriate care and referrals that they need
as doctors. W' ve taken away their right to practice in
certain parts of this state. But | just wanna say to you

Ladies and GCentlenen, that again, to put a cap on a
person’s life, | really cannot imagi ne how nmuch you can say
that one of vyour I|oved ones are worth for a nedical
m st ake. But then, ny other biggest concern with this
legislation is that it’'s one thing if a doctor nmde an
honest error, to error is to be human. That doctor made an
honest error, he nmade a m stake. But then there’s another
thing, Ladies and CGentlenen, for doctors who purposely did
harm or either who did not answer their page and caused the
death or the disnenbernent of your |oved one. Should those
doctors be treated equally as the other doctors who nade an
honest m stake? This legislation is saying that there is
no difference between the two. If a doctor purposely did
sonething maliciously and willful and wanton, that doctor’s
premiuns will go up, that doctor’s fee will stay the sane
in regards to how nuch he can be sued for. In regards to

the hospitals, we’'ve not discussed the reason why 98

t housand people die, die every year. W don’t know the
reason why they died. W don't know if there was a
mal function with the equipnent. We don’'t know if it was
the doctor. W don’'t know what’'s going on in the
hospitals. This Bill does not address those questions that
need to be answered. W don't know if the wong
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prescription was given. W don't know if the wong
di agnos... di agnosi s was nade. These things we don't know.

But yet, because it was made, we’'re gonna put the onus and
the responsibility on the patient and their famlies. And
you' re saying because of this m stake and we don’t want to
own up to our mstake, we’'re gonna cap you. You' re only
worth $500 thousand or you're only worth a mllion dollars.

But nore inportantly, Ladies and Gentlenen, what really
bothers nme about this legislation and what we’'re doing to
human beings, we’'re saying that.. we're telling them how
much they're worth and the value of them But nore
importantly, no one has ever said that if this Bill were to
become law that it would |lower the prem uns. W' re not
tal ki ng about lowering the rates. |f you read today’ s Sun-

Tines (sic-Chicago Sun-Tines), it was quoted that we...that

one of the...one of the people said that we cannot answer to
either the physicians or the public. We cannot tell you
when you... when or either if you can expect to see a
decr ease. So, we're gonna pass this legislation wthout
knowi ng for sure if there is going to be a decrease in the

medi cal mal practice insurance or either an increase in the

doctors com ng back to Illinois. And | just want to rem nd
everyone else of...ny colleagues of this. In the State of
M ssouri, in the State of Wsconsin, their caps are at 250

or either 350. We’'re setting ours at 500 and a mllion

It will be in an attorney’'s best interest to cone to the
State of [Illinois. So St. Cdair County, get ready.
Because of other states whose caps are |lower, it will be in
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those states’ best interest to cone right here to the State

of Illinois and file their suits here for...because they can
do better by their patients. But nore inportantly, Ladies

and Gent | enen, as peopl e have st at ed, this S
unconstitutional because it’s unconstitutional. Thank you
very nuch.”

Speaker Hanni g: “The GCentleman from Cook Representative
Dunki n.”

Dunki n:  “Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Dunkin.”

Dunki n:  “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Dunki n: “Just...ya know, nost of the questions that | actually
have have been asked already. But | just have two sinple
guesti ons. The first one is, if he could explain the
average weekly wage and how that conpares to a stay-at-hone
nmom.. not her of six conpared to a CEO of a major corporation
as relates to this legislation in terns of econom c | 0ss?”

Reitz: “Well, 1'm glad you a... the average weekly wage is

determi ned by the Departnent of Labor and that sets a base.

So it wll be the average weekly wage or your wa... your
economic will be based on your wage, whichever is higher.
But in current law, we...we don’'t have that. So, as far as

your stay-at-hone no... nom or soneone that has a |ow salary
of ...of some kind or no salary or in case of a child, there

IS none. So, it’s actu... sorry, so actually | said the
Department of Labor. It’s actually determned by the
[1linois Wrkers’ Conpensation Commssion and it will set a
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base for econom c damages, which is a big step forward, |
think, for |ower incone...lower and no inconme people in the
State of Illinois.”

Dunkin: “And so, what is that average weekly rate? \What would
that be? O ...or annual rate for the average weekly wage?”

Reitz: “It...it’s about 35 to 40 thousand dollars, right now.
And it's set.. it's set each year by the Wbrkers
Conpensati on. And... and that noney, when it’s set in the
danmages on a nal practice case, would be tax free.”

Dunki n: “Now, one of ny...one of the previous speakers...one of
my colleagues here on... on our side of aisle asked the
guestion of...of is...if there’s an escalator included wth
the annual or, ya know, in the annual increases? |s that
included in the |egislation?”

Reitz: “I'n... in which one, now? The annual ... the... are you
tal ki ng about the cap or the average weekly wage?”

Dunki n: “I"m speaking of.. yeah, the average weekly wage as
relates to the escal ator.”

Reitz: “The... the average weekly wage is set by the Wrkers
Conpensation Conmmi ssion and it’'s set every year based on
the national average or the Illinois average, but it should
go up every year.”

Dunki n: “So, now, how... how would that apply to an individua
who has... who nakes, let’s say, $700 thousand a year? Can
we use a sanme average weekly wage along those lines as
well? ‘Cause it seens as if that would...l| guess that woul d

probably take..”
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Reitz: “I’"’msure if...if you wanted to put that as an Anmendnent,
t he defendants would like that. But |...but my average...ny
answer would be ‘no’. It sets a base and then above...right

now, it takes care of people that.. that are under the
average weekly wage or that have no incone at all. It sets
a base and then after that it’s ny understanding
as an ex-coal mner that..that it’'s based on...it’s based on
the...your salary of whatever your annual income is. That’s
how t he court determ nes your a...your econom ¢ damages.”

Dunkin: “So, again, if you re a nother of five and you live in
the Robert Taylor Housing Devel opnent, what would be the
average weekly wage? And I'’mnot clear with that.”

Rei t z: “Right now, it’d be whatever the Wirkers’ Conpensation..
we think that’s sonewhere around 35 thousand, mybe a
little nmore. Thirty-five thousand dollars a year. Ri ght ..
under the current lawit is zero.”

Dunkin: “So, the...so would you say there's a stark contrast for
an individual who is a stay-at-honme nom versus a president
of ...or...or a CEO of a mmjor corporation as it relates to
econoni ¢ damages? |'mtrying to..

Reitz: *“Yes.”

Dunkin: *“.get a sense of the disparity and why that is.”
Reitz: “Well, the di... the disparity is not addressed in this
Bill. The only thing we’ve done is...is nmake sure that we

set a base for someone that at the present tinme it is
getting zero or under the average weekly wage. W' re
trying to bring up the...the econom c package in...and one of

the reasons is to...to also conpensate for the...for the cap
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on noneconom ¢ danmages. To... because they’'re...at tines the
juries...l assume even though there aren’'t punitive damages
or there aren’t other things that are into law, juries do
take that and roll that sonetinmes into the noneconom c
damages. W have set a base, so this should help people...
| ower incone and no incone people if they...if they' re part

of a work...of a mal practice suit.”

Dunkin: “So, again, I’"ma nmother of five or a father of five or
six kids.”

Reitz: “I hope, yeah.”

Dunki n: “Low incone, really... didnt finish ny high school

di pl oma and, ya know, they take out not only ny bad ki dney
but they took out both kidneys. How woul d that actually
tie in financially to all of those kids in terns of ny
econoni es down... damages? I’m just confused in terns of
there is no set cost right now or an average you...you're
saying roughly $35 thousand a year, roughly, wth an
escal ator or an increase of the annual living. |Isn't that
kind of arbitrary in ternms of, ya know, having that |evel
responsibility and yet..!

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, could you bring your renarks
to a close, please? Your tinme has expired.”

Dunkin: “To the Bill. Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, this
Bill <clearly has been stated by nunmerous anount of
i ndividuals here on this side of the aisle or those who see
the inherent problem with this particular Bill as it
relates to putting a ceiling on soneone’s severe danage.

Whet her they take...taken out the wong foot, taken out both
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ki dneys or the wong kidney, it really has inherently a
di scrimnatory approach in all of its nmeasures. There's no
direct correlation as relates to prem unms being reduced or
doctors actually returning back here to the State of
[11inois. And it just confuses nme to see how it is that
we're trying to deal with an issue that says, | ook doctors
are running away from the state. We have an incredible
anount of increased prem uns here that’s been going on for

quite sonetinme now, but yet we're not dealing with the

i ssue of higher premium cost. W’re not dealing with the
i ssues of bringing doctors back to the State of Illinois,
t hose who have left. Nor does this address the issue of

doctors potentially |eaving because the premiuns are stil
at the sane...the exact sane |evel. And if it’s...if it’'s
nmeasured at market rate, the market is not gonna be changed
merely because you have a cap on it. There is no
enpirical ...enpirical data that a | ot of us have been asking
for that’s been presented here on either side of the...the
aisle or this argunent here. So, | sinply trying to get an
understanding how it is that we’'re gonna bring doctors back
to the State of |Illinois, how premuns are gonna be
reduced, and how that’'s gonna inpact the overall health
care industry here in the State of IIllinois. I think we
can do nuch better in addressing the real issue and that is
reducing the insurance premiuns as it relates to health
care for doctors as it relates to nal practice. |l would
urge and encourage a ‘no’ vote. Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Scully.”
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Scully: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Scully: “I rise in...in strong opposition to this Bill. And I'd
like to... to reaffirm sone of the argunents nade... nmade
earlier by Representative Lang, but also bring very special
attention to two issues. Nunmber one, our oath of office,
and nunber two, the overwhelmng majority of the Suprene
Court, the health caps unconstitutional of 1997. As
Representative Lang said... nentioned, it... the... this
legislation violates that preanbl e  of the Illinois
Constitution, which assures legal, social, and economc
justi ce. It violates Articles 1, Section 2, in depriving
persons of property wthout due process of law and by
denyi ng persons the equal protection of |aw based on race,
sex, and age. It also violates Article 1, Section 18, by
denying equal protection of the |law on account of sex.
Thi s | egi sl ation di scri m nat es agai nst honmenmaker s,
children, the elderly, and the mmnorities who are nore
likely to have little or no econom c damages as a result of
their age or discrimnation. But nost inportantly, | wanna
tal k about the Suprene Court decision in 1997, in Best v.
Tayl or (sic-Machine) Wrks. In this decision, back in

Decenber of 1997, it was a split verdict. Fi ve judges
voting in the majority, one judge dissenting, and one judge
abst ai ni ng. Ladies and GCentlenen, this wasn't a close
cal | . This was a 5-1 decision up...upholding the wu...the
[1linois Constitution and striking down t he 1996

| egislation creating caps. Now, back in January of this
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year we were all sworn into office and we all took an oath
to uphold the Constitution of the State of Illinois. Now,
if you sincerely believe that nmy argunent is wong, if you
sincerely believe that the argunents of these other very
wi se |awers on the floor of this House are flat out wong,
that this legislation is sonehow different than the caps
that were passed in 1996, that the Illinois Suprene Court
struck down with a 5-1 decision, if you believe that we're
all wong then you have the right to decide to nove on to
the public policy issue. But if you believe that these
argunents... if you believe this is wunconstitutional, vyou
took an oath of office that you would vote ‘no’ on this
| egi sl ation. I’m here to give you ny legal opinion that
this legislation is cons...unconstitutional and pursuant to

the oath of office you took back in January, you are

legally obligated to vote ‘no’. Thank you.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Representative John Bradley.”
Bradley, J.: “To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Bradl ey, J.: “Two years ago when | canme into the General
Assenbl vy, I was asked to participate in Dbipartisan
negotiations that were taking place on this issue. And

through the help of staff and other Menbers of the Genera

Assenbly, both sides of the aisle, we began working on this
in ternms of trying to cone up wth some kind of
conprehensive | egislation. The crisis surrounds or
revolves around the increasing rates in doctors’ premuns

for insurance. So, the issue that we have to solve or

09400062. doc 128



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

we’'ve been trying to solve is the increasing rate in
doctors’ premuns. Now, what are the three factors that go
into doctors’ prem uns? The legal system the nedical
community, and insurance. So, we began tackling those
three issues. This Bill is a culmnation of that effort in

terms of trying to tackle the three major issues affecting

medi cal nmal practice premuns in the State of [Illinois.
First of all, wth regards to nedical.. the nedica
comunity and the nedical reforns. Qoviously, if you

reduce the anount errors that take place in a nedical
community, you reduce the pressure of nedical nalpractice
on the insurance industry. And that’s what this reformis
really designed to do. It’s to give the nedical comunity
the ability to police itself, to have inmmunity in terns of
reporting doctors that don’'t live up to the standards of
the rest of the doctors in the comunities, to give the
hospitals the ability to report and to elimnate doctors
that don’t need to be on their staff. There are

significance reforns in there and those are reforns that

cane out of the 48 agreed reforns from |last year. Wth
regards to insurance, there are significant insurance
refornms as well. The Director of Insurance and other

menbers of the insurance comunity have indicated that if
we would provide the actuarial data of +the 1insurance
conpanies that currently wite in the market, that there
would be two and possibly nore insurance conpanies that
woul d begin witing in the market. One of the quickest and

nost reliable ways to decrease premuns of nedica
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providers is to increase conpetition in the market, and
that is something that we’ve tried to do. And |I think the
actuarial data that’s... that’s supplied in this is a
significant step in that direction. And we’'ve also built
in public hearing aspects of this Bill to allow the nedical
community, when they do get a rate increase, to go before
the Departnment of Insurance and ask for a rate review and
give the Director of Insurance the power to reject a rate
i ncrease where appropriate. But the real hang-up on
passing this Bill and the real...the real difficulty in what
we’' ve been debating all afternoon are the |egal reforns.
Now, there were several legal refornms that were passed | ast
year and we spent a lot of tinme this year talking about
caps and we’'ve talked a lot of tine today talking about
caps. But there are significant other legal refornms in
her e. The free nedical clinic imunity that was provided
by Mke Lawence and his institution at the SIU Public
Policy Institute is included in this Bill. The ‘I’m sorry’

| anguage which says that if you tell soneone as a human

being, ‘I'm sorry...|l’m sorry that your spouse died,’ or,
‘“I"'m sorry that... that sonet hing happened,’ wi t hout
specifically saying that, ‘I'm sorry that | did sone

specific act of negligence,’ that that oughta be inmmune
from being used in court. There are additional |ega
reforms that are included in the certificate of nerit,
which is a huge legal reform which is a benchmark, which
is a threshold to even getting the case into the record, to

getting the case filed in court. A significant reform
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Those are all designed... the certificate of nerit

i s

desi gned to decrease the anmount of cases that cone into the

system We know that over 80 percent of cases that

cone

into the system go without any paynent to the plaintiff

If we reduce the nunber of cases that go into the system

we can reduce the pressure on the system Wth regards to

the “1'm sorry’ and the other |anguage, these are also

designed to nmeke the medical system and the practice of

medicine in the State of Illinois nore palatable to our

medi cal comunity. And of course, the annuity |anguage is

intended to reduce the... the burden on nedical providers

once a judgnent or verdict has been rendered against them

So, Ladies and Gentlenen, after a couple of years of
working on this issue and after dealing with one of the
toughest issues that any of wus wll ever face, let’s

recogni ze that we’ve nade sone difficult decisions, that we

do not take this lightly, that we do not take

this

flippantly. That we have |ooked at the factors and | ooked

at the cases and we have nmade a public policy decision that

we are going to nmke these tough decisions in order to
provi de access to quality, affordable health..

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, could you bring your remarks
to a cl ose, please?”

Bradl ey, J.: “.ln order to provide quality, affordable access
to health care to the people of the State of Illinois. And

let us all refrain in the future from politicizing this

i ssue because any of wus that politicize this issue,

on

either side, we take away from the severity of trying to
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deal with people’s lives and access to quality health
care.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Minson.”

Munson: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Munson: “Good doctors, there when you need them that’s what
this Bill does. It ensures that Illinois famlies wll
have access to neurosurgeons to perform delicate brain
surgery, trauma doctors to attend Iloved ones in an
energency, and it ensures that wonen from all parts of our
state wll have access to qualified obstetricians to
deliver their babies. At the first hearing of our
bi partisan obstetrician taskforce we heard testinony from
doctors who told of their heartbreaking decisions to no
| onger deliver babies or to nove out of the state because
of the liability crisis. This crisis in our state affects
health care for Illinois wonen. This legislation will go a
long way in reversing the trend. Wile it conmes too |ate
to keep Dr. Roop Shivpuri delivering babies in Elgin, it is

not too late to prevent Egins Dr. James Pinto from

retiring early. | urge an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Pritchard.”

Pritchard: “Yes, M. Speaker, to the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Pritchard: “Earlier, a Representative asked about the inpact of
this Bill on lowincome famlies. I'd like to rise to
speak on behalf of the Medicaid patients in ny district and

to extend nmy thanks to the Sponsor and those cosponsors
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from both sides of the ~chanber for this |andmark
| egislation. You ve heard from previ ous speakers about the
nmedi cal nmalpractice crisis in downstate Illinois which
cries out for response fromthis General Assenbly. | have
al so seen the inpact in ny district, some 60 mles west of
Chi cago, 60 mles south of Wsconsin, and north of |1-80.
Medicaid patients are the first to suffer when access to
health care is cut off. Heal th departnents in my district
have been concerned about Medicaid noney... nbthers who are
beside thenselves trying to find care for vulnerable
clients. Medi caid patients have nore limted choices in
sel ecting physicians. Medical procedures becone curtail ed.
Medi caid patients have further to travel to find a doctor

Enmergency roons becone primary care centers and are
ill-equipped to be birthing centers. The doctors in ny
district are telling us with their feet that we have to do
something. Wien | took office 2 years ago, there were 16
practicing OB/GYNs in my district. Today, there are just
2. That’s a 95 percent decrease in just 2 years. These
doctors have left the state, they've restricted their
practice, they' ve destroyed relationships wth patients
devel oped over decades because they can’'t afford to stay in
practice. This...the decreases that are, obviously, place
enor nous pressures on doctors who choose to renain. They
have to be on call every night, on weekends, and on the
hol i days. And I'’m certain that on this holiday, you' ve
heard from your staff who are not happy being here on a
holiday. Well, the doctors who are left practicing have to
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be on call every holiday. Health care providers |Iike

hospitals also are conpelled to contract wth outside

health services to provide that 24-hour, 7-days a week

servi ces. These arrangenents are costly and increase our
heal t h care costs. They br eak t he traditional
rel ati onshi ps between doctors and patients. And w t hout

medi cal care from designated providers, doctors can
sonmetimes lack clinical history when a baby is being born.
It forces patients to use emergency roonms and stress

facilities that are not equipped to be a delivering room

This Bill is certainly not perfect and | speculate that it
is unconstitutional, would be wong. We cannot presune
what the Suprene Court wll do. W can pass this
mul tifaceted Bill that seeks to continue to make our health
care system available to all clients. Per haps a year ago

we could afford to try one or two of these solutions to see
if they would | ower rates. Now, a year |ater, we nust act.
W nust try all of these solutions which this Bil

presents. On behalf of the Medicaid patients, the
expecting nothers, and the unborn children, we nust try to
address these problens. I, therefore, rise in strong
support of this Bill and urge your ‘yes’ vote.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Patterson.”

Patterson: “M. Speaker, to the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Patt er son: “1’ve heard a nunber of argunents relative to this
piece of legislation, but | have not been presented wth

any enpirical evidence or presented with any academc
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research or research of any group or entity that
denonstrate capping nedical mal practice damages wll
increase the quality of health care in rural areas, urban
areas, or any other areas within the State of Illinois. In
addition, | have not been provided with any enpirical
evi dence or data from a conprehensi ve study that suggested
as a result of caps on nedical mal practice damages has been
the proxi mate cause of an increase or decrease in doctors.
| believe this Bill, M. Speaker, wll be the proximte
cause of a decrease in the quality of health care in rura
areas and in urban areas and urban areas will not produce

addi tional doctors because of this mal practice |egislation.

So to that, | urge ny colleagues to vote ‘no’ for this
Bill.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Coul son.”

Coul son: “Thank...thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Coul son: “When ny father retired from nedicine in January of
2001 due to the rising nedical nmalpractice premum and
declining reinbursenents, he was very sad to have to be
| eaving his profession that he Ioved and his patients. His
patients, unfortunately, had about 30 days with his help to
find a new physician. When | |ecture about health care
policy to nedical students at several |Illinois nedica
school s, each year since 2001 nore and nore have said to
me, ‘Way should | stay and practice in Illinois? | can go
al nrost anywhere el se and have nore stability, nore surety,

and better long-term working conditions.’ Ladies and
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Gentl enmen, we have to stabilize health care in Illinois

We have to stabilize the climate so that people in Illinois
have access to health care. This Bill has been |ong
debat ed, negotiated, discussed for many years. | believe
this is a well-balanced approach with medical disciplinary
changes that one of the previous speakers talked about,
with litigation reforns that are well -balanced, as well as
i nsurance refornms. All requirenents to have a better Bill

but nore inportantly this should help young, aspiring
physicians realize they don't have to leave the State of
I[1linois where they're being trained to be physicians to
have a |long and encouraged career as a professional. I
would just like to point out that in lowa, there’'s a
shortage of physicians there also, but also they have one
| ess...one-third |l ess severity and frequency of clainms. And
that’s just to nmake a coment about sone of the comments
that have made. They also have much |ower insurance
pren uns. And 1'd like to just end with, | encourage you
all to think about your constituents, your constituents who

need access to care, whether they live in North Chicago or

Waukegan or they live in Central Illinois or they live in
Carbondale or they live in Belleville. Al'l  of those
patients need access to care in the future. And this is

our hope to have access to care in the future in the State
of Illinois. And | urge an ‘aye’ vote.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Feigenholtz.”
Fei genholtz: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
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Fei genhol t z: “Representative Reitz, the other day at the press

conference where there was an agreenent announced on this

| egi sl ation, Representative Hoffman indicated that whether

or not you thought that caps were unconstitutional, it was
necessary to include caps in the Bill for political
purposes in order to get the insurance reforns passed. l's

that correct?”

Reitz: “l seldom listen to Representative Hoffman, so |I... 1
don’t know. This...and...and what...|’m not sure exactly what
Representati ve... 11 look at the transcript. I
appreciate... that’s what you say. But this is...this is

based on what our doctors are telling us they think wll
hel p sol ve the mal practice problem”

Fei genhol t z: “I believe... I’"'m glad you' re gonna check the
record, so will | because | think that’s exactly what he
said. And M. Speaker, to the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Fei genholtz: “As you know, | have a very unique perspective on
this 1issue. I was raised by a physician just like ny
esteemed colleague from Skokie who just spoke. The
Sponsors of this Bill have said their overall goal is to

ensure that there’ s enough doctors and good health care in
the State of Illinois and that in order to do that what we
have to do is bring ned mal insurance prem unms down for
those docs, and | couldn’t agree nore. It saddens ne,
however, to see this |egislation because there are other
solutions and this is not the only solution available. It

doesn’t solve insurance problens. It doesn’t solve health
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care problens. Really, the only thing it does is solve
political problens and essentially does nothing nore than
‘kick the can’” down the road for a few nore years on this
i ssue. Yeah, there’'s sone good stuff in here, insurance
reform there’'s sonme patient safety. But ya know what, we
coul d’ve done better. W could ve done better for our docs
and we could ve done better for the patients who deserve
nor e. It doesn’'t really nmatter how good these refornms are
because of the fatal flaws in this Bill, previous speakers
have waxed el oquently. Attorneys, of which | am not,
tal ked about how this is an wunconstitutional Bill and
everyone behind the scenes, legal comunity, even the
Bill’s backers have been tal king about how it’s gonna be
overturned in court. And the reason that is is because
arbitrary limts on jury awards are fundanentally
unconstitutional and they underm ne principles of justice
that extend back to our Constitution, principles that we
talk about here all the time, that are actually borne from
the Bible. 1It’s been said by supporters that we shoul dn’t
limt econom c danages, only noneconom ¢ damages. { aim ng
all non... noneconomc damages are inherently arbitrary.
Even the Illinois Gvil Justice League used the exanple of
someone who was blinded and said that no anpunt of noney
woul d ever bring their vision back, so no amunt of noney
is actually justifiable. This is a slightly perverse
phi |l osophy from ny perspective. And it really kind of
smacks of...a value in society where there are actually sone

peopl e who believe that there are things of value that you
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can buy or sell. And | think that those of you in this
Body who claim the nantle of famly values should stop and
think a little bit and possibly be offended by the idea
that a child who | oses a nmother or father has |ost nothing
but a source of income or a parent who |oses a child has
| ost nothing at all. Are jury awards arbitrary? | don't
think so. Wen you | ook at sone of these large jury awards
for noneconom ¢ damages you see that injury’s weighed, the
nature and severity of an injury, its duration, and a |ot
of other facts. Less for injuries lasting a few weeks,
more for injuries lasting a lifetine. Less for anputating
a leg of a couch potato versus nore for an avid amateur
runner. Ladies and Gentle..

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, your 5 mnutes have expired.
Coul d you bring your remarks to a cl ose?”

Feigenholtz: “Certainly. One of the reasons we're dealing with
this question right now is ‘cause we have 800 thousand
I1linoisans who have lost their insurance, bringing our
state’s wuninsured total to 1.8 mllion. Il wsh the
architects of this Bill had the political will to address
this issue, possibly even considering a vote for stemcell,
so that we could actually reduce all health care costs
But I'd like to point out that there are two surveys from
California for the record, M. Speaker. One is a report on
California Physicians 2002 Practices and Perceptions that
should be entered into the record. | know that a |ot of
you are torn between doing the right thing for the people
of Illinois today and doing the politically smart thing for

09400062. doc 139



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

your sel f. | don’t believe those two things are nutually

excl usive and encourage you to vote ‘no’.

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Acevedo. Okay, Representative
Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker and Ladies and
Gentl enmen of the House. |’ve been here | ong enough to know

that nost of what is said on this floor doesn't change

anybody’s mind. | appreciate the fact that this Bill is a
bi partisan effort. | appreciate that the Sponsors are both
Republ i can and Denocr at. | appreciate the fact that the

Speaker of the House is allowing a vote on the Bill. I
appreciate the fact that the Governor has said he will sign
it if..if it gets to his desk. What | don’t understand in
all of the rhetoric 1’ve heard... and | oould give you the

names of doctors that have |left ny home county, where they

went to practice. And if they're telling me the truth

their premuns were cut in half. But let nme tell ya a
little bit about ny life. | had radical surgery perfornmed
on ne decades ago that altered ny life forever. It altered
the inmage | have of nyself. It altered how | have been
able to live ny life. It altered how..what foods |I’'m able
to eat. It... because of the cortisone treatnents, it’'s

altered how | sonme days look a little heavier than others

and puffier than others. And | |ook back on that and I
remenber, that was the result of a msdiagnosis. | was 21
years old. | knew sonething was wong, | won't go into al

the gruesone details, and | went to a doctor who had been

practicing in Danville for years. And he said | had a bad
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case of henorrhoids and we should try Preparation H

Not hi ng wor ked. | continued to get sicker and sicker and
si cker. I went to another doctor. He prescribed a
medi cation that | later found out was the exact opposite of

what | shoul d’ ve been taking. M wife at that tine, we'd
been | ess than 1 year, called an anbul ance and took ne to a
hospital to anoth...in another town. And in approximtely 8
hours, 2 doctors who examned nme told me what | had and
what the prognosis was. | didn't |ike the prognosis. I
refused to consider the surgical option. Sicker and sicker
and getting blood transfusions and ended up having 36 bl ood
transfusions. And one day the surgeon came in, 1"l tel

ya his name because he was a remarkable nman and he
subsequent ... he’s since passed away, Dr. Janes Creighton
Thomas Rogers, one of the cofounders of Carle dinic and
Carl e Hospital. And he sat on the edge of ny bed and he

said, ‘Bill, let me tell ya sonething, here’'s the chart.
Here’s what you're gonna |ook Iike. Here’s what the
surgery is.” And | said, ‘I don't want to look |like that.
| don’t want the surgery.’ And he said, ‘That’'s fine, |
under stand that. | don’t think anybody woul d. But all |
can tell you is that if you don’'t have the surgery, | think
| can keep you alive for 10 nore days. After that, | don't
think so.’ | changed ny m nd. | had the surgery. I’ ve
had ny problens with it. |1’ve had good days and bad days.
Was | unhappy with the doctors that m sdiagnosed ne? Yes,
|  was. Was | happy with the doctors that diagnosed ne

correctly and saved ny |life? Very nuch so. Been able to
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rear two children and able to enjoy six grandchildren and
able to serve in the Illinois General Assenbly and teach
school for a nunmber of years. M point is this, nobody has
tal ked about this. W have becone such a litigious society
that all we wanna do is to sue anyone for any thing at any
time at any place. Wether you find a finger in your chili

at Wendy’'s, whether your apartnent is too cold or too hot,

whet her you sonehow t hought you shoul d’ ve been six foot six
when you were born instead of ending up five foot nine

Sonebody is at fault. It is sonebody’s fault and we shoul d
sue them This whole concept of lawsuit lottery is sapping
the strength and vitality of manufacturers who've gotten
out of busi ness. It just doesn’'t relate to malpractice in
the...in a nedical field. There are volunmes witten about

how this country is the npbst |itigious country in the
wor | d. I’ m [ ucky. |’ve lived six decades and |’ve never
sued anyone and |’'ve never been sued, and | hope to finish
my life in that sane category. Could | have sued the
doctors |long ago? | suppose so. Could | have gotten a

judgnent? Maybe so. For what? Wat would it have gai ned?

Doesn’t put nme back the way | was. Didn’t make the...the...
the pain go away. It didn’'t nmake the sleepless nights any
better.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Black, could you bring renmarks

to a cl ose?”

Bl ack: “Be nore than happy to. |’ve learned to live with it
and |1've learned to deal wth it. And sueing sonebody
isn"t always the answer. W all oughta ook at our own
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districts, our own lives, and what we see everyday. The
answer to every perceived problem and mscarriage of
justice in this country is not always solved by sueing

sonmebody and trying to win the |lawsuit lottery. This is a

good Bill put together by good people in a bipartisan
nat ure. The results we won’t know for sonetine. It’s a
good Bill, vote *aye .~

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Mautino.”

Mautino: “Thank you, Speaker. And | appreciate the opportunity
to address sone of the questions inside of the Bill itself.
Not gonna tal k about caps. Not a fan of ‘em but that’s...
everyone has their own opinion. That’ s been di scussed at
| engt h. | saw in a letter from Anerican Physicians
Assurance Conpany (sic-Corporation) that was addressed to
the Senators that they had concerns about the practical
i npact to sone of the changes within the Bill itself. And
the final part of the letter says, ‘W’Ill be forced to
consider the long-term viability of continuing to operate
in Illinois.’ The reason this catches ny attention is
where this problem stens fromis when Saint Paul Assurance,
a few years ago, undercut the market, canme in, a lot of
physicians went to them And they stayed with them Saint
Paul did not raise up their premuns to follow the rest of
the market and they pulled out, |eaving the doctors of the
State of Illinois to scranble for...trying to find coverage
and, in nmany cases, going to the surplus lines, which are
unregul ated and remain unreg...unregul ated under this Bill

So, | contacted Anmerican Physicians and the reason | was
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concerned is they insure 2 thousand doctors in the State of
I1'linois. They are the doctors of Chicago. And in this,

they are also the only conpany which wites all |Iines
wi t hi n Chi cago. So, when | talked to their CEO and the
vice president... ‘cause we always get these letters, ‘The
sky’s gonna fall, we’'re gonna |eave.’ Their concerns in
the Bill are justified and | do think that sonme of the
concerns will have to addressed in a trailer Bill. For

exanpl e, the Departnent of Insurance, which can usually say

yes’ or ‘no’ to the actuarial data, will now be able to
adj ust rates. We have no rate-making capability. The 6
percent cap that’'s in here is one portion of...of how you
actually put a rate together. But there are sone concerns
that we don’t, in looking for political solutions or sone
political refornms, ignore the real world inpact of what
we’ re doing. Physi ci ans Assurance this year had these
concerns in Florida. They left the State of Florida,
|l eaving 2 thousand doctors to scranble for insurance in
their... and they are in the throes of that. Shoul d our
actions in this legislation cause one of the other
conpanies, this is the second largest insurers, to nmake a
business decision that it’s not viable to remain in
I1'linois, then it takes out the conpetition conponent that
you' re hoping to drive down rates. This is kind of what
happens when our staff, as good as they are, put sone
safeguards in place without regard to what it actually does
in the real world. | would hate to see in this situation a

Physi ci ans Assurance |eave 2,136 Chicago doctors without
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coverage, because the state’'s |argest insurance conpany
right now for doctors is the Medical Society’'s |ISMA and
they have a mator...nmoratoriumon. They are not going to be
able to pick up those doctors. And so we end up, by virtue
of the legislation to solve the problem noving it from
Southern Illinois and dropping it on Lake Shore Drive. So,
when it cones tine...and | hope that we never have to... have
to make those changes and corrections that’s not nade
necessary. But in my conversations with our second-| argest
insurers, they said that they will be forced to consider
their long-term viability. So, when we neke our speeches,
understand, the Bills have an action and a repercussion
because they’'re gonna make a business decision that won't
be based on a political structure of reforms. |I'’ma ‘no’ .”
Speaker Hannig: “Representative Colvin.”
Colvin: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor yield for a
guesti on?”
Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”
Colvin: “Representative...and |...1 believe you probably answered
this already and | know we’'re being a little redundant

here, but if you could indulge us just for a nonment on an

issue that’s so inportant, | would really appreciate it.
But...l think you stated...can you cite sonme of the studies
that you and the others who negotiated this Bill | ooked at,

observed, and studi ed that when you cane up with the nunber
of 500 thousand for doctors and a mllion dollars? Can you

cite any of those studies that you reviewed at that tine?”
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Reit z: “Well, Representative, |'m glad you asked that. A

previ ous speaker about the...the studies and we’ve | ooked at
a nunber of them And the Judiciary Conmttee has | ooked
at thousands of pieces of paper on this, a nunber of
studies. One of the ones...of the studies that we...that we
| ooked at and actually did sonme conparison of rates in
I ndi ana, M ssouri, Wsconsin, and California that all have
caps on econ... noneconom ¢ damages. And in the case of an
OB/GYN, Illinois... or it’s a hundred and forty-seven
t housand dollars a year. M ssouri has a 500...under the 565
thousand cap, it’'s a hundred and five thousand doll ars.
And we have a $500 thousand cap in... on noneconomc in
Wsconsin and it’s $39 thousand. That’ s... those are the

studies we I|ooked at to show that we think a cap on

noneconom ¢ danages wi Il bring down prem uns.”

Colvin: “And specifically, as a follow-up to those studies, can
you point to the studies that showed where putting in caps
| egislatively has stemed the tide on the growh of
i nsurance rates?”

Reitz: “well, I..l1 think.”

Colvin: “Specifically.”

Reitz: “Yes. Specific...l don’'t have the specific studies with

me, but we’ve seen... we’ve seen nunerous studies that show
t hat . I’m sure there are nunerous studies that show the
others. Been...the...the California nodel with the caps that
they’ve had for nuner... for over 30 years has shown that
it’s... that it’s brought down the cost of malpractice

prem uns.”
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Colvin: “Representative Reitz, | have a lot of respect for you
and the individuals here in General Assenbly who worked to
put this piece of legislation together. And indeed, |
believe there are some good conponents to what vyou're
trying to acconplish. Wien you talk about review of
i nsurance rates, maybe even going beyond that, regulating
insurance rates where we would cap them or we would set
rates, | would courageously stand up and take that vote
w th you. | think when you talk about the certificate of
merit, making sure these cases have sone facts, ya know,
relating to sone of the previous coments that sone of the
others who said dealing with the issue of frivolous
| awsuits before they go to a court of law, | believe those
are very good neasures. Ya know, but as a Menber, indeed,
as the Chairman of the Illinois House Black Caucus, | can
cite to you a nunber of studies dealing wth racial
di sparities in health care, not only in Illinois, but in
the United States of Anerica. These studies, in fact,
point out that mnorities receive...and this is a study that
was just recently put together by the Center of Justice and
Denocracy in Washington, D.C., dealing wth... excuse ne,
here in the City of Chicago, but they have their main
office is in New York, dealing with mnorities who receive
inferior nedical treatnent by the health care industry and
are being subjected to higher rates and preven...preventabl e
medi cal errors. Now, this has nothing to do with the
| egislation that you put together, but this is one study of

hundreds that just recently conme out dealing with the fact
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that there are nuch higher instances of nedical errors in
underserved and poorer urban comuniti es. As a result,
limts on the rights of patients who have been killed or
injured due to nedical malpractice will disproportionately
hur t raci al and et hni c mnorities in Il1inois.
Conplicating these issues is the fact that racial and
et hnic mnorities are uni nsur ed nor e of ten t han
non- H spanic whites, a status that frequently results in
less than adequate care for poor health consequences.
Representative Reitz, | wunderstand and | appreciate the
problens that you have articulated for downstate, central
state pro...doctors and communities. But | would argue that
where was the representation or the concerns of underserved
urban mnority communities? | understand and | appreciate
that the fact that many of the provisions in this Bill, |
think, will help keep doctors in Illinois. But the one
that will not, the one that has no proof anywhere in
Anerica, are caps...are caps on awards. And | believe that
a cap like this in Illinois wll have just the opposite
effect in many of the conmmunities..

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, your 5 mnutes have expired.
Coul d you bring your remarks to cl ose?”

Col vi n: “Thank you, M. Speaker. 11 ... 1’1l wap this up,
briefly. But | would argue that it will have the direct
opposite effect in many of the comunities, the conmunity I
represent and the community many of those in the Illinois
House Legislative Black Caucus represent. And that’'s why

together we’'re all opposed to this |egislation. e
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understand and appreciate the problem that you and others
have had in your districts, but we would argue that the one
provision in this Bill, those caps, will have a devastating
effect in the delivery of health care services in our
districts. Now, we understand the political realities here
and they’ve got a lot of inportant people here in
Springfield. The doctors and many of those on the other
side of the aisle and those from downstate have got sone
very inportant people in a political box down here in
Springfield and have forced them to nove this piece of
| egislation without taking into account every comunity in
the State of Illinois. W understand this Bill’s probably
gonna go to the Governor. And we’'re gonna ask the
Governor, who's running for re-election in the State of
[I'linois, to consider that when he has this Bill to sign.
W would ask him that he would sinply anendatorily veto
this Bill, taking those caps out, and let's |look at the
nore innovative ways that this Bill addresses to deal wth
the problem of high insurance rates that are the real
reason that are driving doctors out of the State of
[1linois. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Fritchey, you' re next on the

list but ny recollection is you spoke in debate earlier.”

Fritchey: “That’'s correct. Inquiry of the Chair.”

Speaker Hannig: “Yes, state you inquiry.”

Fritchey: “Pursuant to the House Rules and the facts, it’s ny
understanding that at |least two nmunicipalities in Illinois,

specifically Carbondale and Marion, have already dispose...
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inposed limts on noneconom ¢ danmages. My inquiry to the

Chair, specifically, would be does this |egislation preenpt

Home Rul e?”

Speaker  Hanni g: “Yeah, and |’ve been advised by the
parlianmentarian that this does not preenpt Honme Rule and
will require 60 votes.”

Fritchey: “M. Speaker, pursuant to House Rule 70, which

governs the provisions of Hone Rule that refers to specific
| anguage within the legislation that preenpts Hone Rule.
And | don't believe that magic words within a Bill are
necessary that says this does or doesn’'t preenpt Hone Rule.
However, Section 2-1706.5, which sets forth the cap on
damages is, in effect, a preenption of Home Rule powers of
at least these two municipalities, as well as any other
Hone Rule nunicipality.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Rep... Representative Fritchey, the...the Chair
has ruled on this question. It requires 60 votes.”

Fritchey: “Could I...1"mnot trying to nitpick, Speaker. It’s
an inportant piece of |egislation. It’s an inportant
i ssue. It’s the finding of the parlianentarian this Bill
does not preclude Hone Rule and, accordingly, Hone Rule
entities are thereby entitled to pass legislation that
contravenes or contradicts this legislation.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, the ruling on this Bill is
that it does not preenpt Hone Rule and that it requires 60
votes. Representative Gllins, 5 mnutes.”

Col l'i ns: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Coupl e of things. Ever

since | was about 13 years old, | had sane gynecol ogi st.
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And every year | had to swtch because the insurance...it
was always the insurance prem uns that changed. And | kept
saying to ‘em ‘Wy do | gotta go to.. why you over here
now? Wiy you over here?” And this...all of his concern was
about the insurance prem uns. So, we’'re saying that
capping so-called not (sic-non) econonmc danmages have a
di sproportionate effect on wonen and those who choose to
stay at hone. So if | stayed hone and raised nmy two
children, then |I’m not worth nothing. That’s what you're

saying. And with this Bill we’'ll say, ‘Ckay, you re worth

about 35, 40 thousand dollars.’ But we live a very long
tine. And if | can't work and if |I'm unable to work
because for sone God reason that | was hurt, then | can

only get $35 thousand for the rest of ny life. And what if
I’m maimed and | can’'t pick up ny children? \What is 35
t housand or 40 thousand dollars gonna do? Do you even know
how this average weekly wage is conputed and how does it
really correlate with nedical malpractice? That’'s one of
the questions I'd |ike to ask Representative Reitz.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Gentleman will vyield. Representative Reitz,
did you hear the question?”

Rei t z: “It’s... yes, | did. It’s conmputed by the Wrkers’
Conpensat i on Board. And... and ny assunption would be that

it...that it’s taken from the average...just like it says,
the average weekly wage. The Illinois Wbrkers’
Conpensation Conm ssion sets that. [t'’s...it’s simlar to

what we...what we use for workers’ conpensation, that’s what

it’s based on. So we've taken that nunber because it's...
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it’s an index nunber that we have in the state. And it
sets a mnimm for that. And as | said... one of the

previ ous speakers nentioned that right now the mninumis

zero. We're raising this. This is a very good conponent

for no incone and |ower incone people. It should be very
benefi ci al to people that... for working nothers and
children.”

ns: “Ladies and Gent... Ladies and Centlenen, | would not

agree to allow nyself to be rendered paral yzed and thereby

sacrifice ny ability to interact with and raise ny child

for $500 thousand, if it was a doctor’s fault, or a mllion
dollars, if it was the hospital’s fault. But this is what
this Bill is asking people to do. If | were a young child,

| would not sacrifice ny opportunity to grow up...to grow up
and nake a living of 500 thousand dollars or a mllion, but

this is what this Bill asks us to do. [If | was disfigured

wonman for... |l wouldn't allow nyself to be disfigured and
only receive 5...500 thousand dollars or a mllion dollars.
This Bill is discrimnatory towards wonen, children

mnorities, the disabled, and we should not pass this

| egi sl ati on. And as | said before, when | speak to ny
gynecol ogi st, he doesn’'t talk about the malpractice. He
doesn’t talk about the caps. VWhat he says is the
i nsur ance. So, we need to be working on a Bill that
refornms insurance, not this Bill. This Bill does not help
our comunity. So, again, we're trying to pass another
Bill that hurts the mnority communities in our districts.

So, | ask for a ‘no’ vote.”
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Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Mnique Davis.”

Davis, M: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he'll yield.”

Davis, M: “Representative, would you be willing to cosponsor a
Resolution or a Bill that would require a report to the
General Assenbly of the reduction in your insurance cost,
based on this Bill?”

Reitz: “lI’mnot sure what you're asking for.”

Davis, M: “Well.”

Reitz: “The reduction...well, go on.”

Davis, M: *“Supposedly, your doctors are |eaving because of the

hi gh cost of nml practice insurance. Now, if that is true

and we’'re putting this Bill in, supposedly, to stop doctors
from having to pay high insurance for mal practice. |Is that
correct?”

Reitz: “Correct.”

Davis, M: “So, we’'d like..we’'d like to know at least wthin a
year, did your insurance decrease?”

Reitz: *“Yeah. | think we'll be able to | ook at that. W don’t

need a Resolution to see if the...if they went down.”

Davis, M: “Well, we’'d like a report. So, |I’'m gonna pass a
Bill. But to the Bill, M. Speaker. The cost of apples in
Il1'linois have increased. Because the cost of apples have

i ncreased, we’'re gonna cap the cost of oranges. The apples
represent the insurance cost. The oranges represent the
caps being placed on damages. Many doctors are |eaving
areas because of HMOs telling them how to practice. Many

doctors do not want insurance receptionist telling them
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that you cannot do a particular procedure. That you cannot
give a particular nedicine for a particular case. Many
doctors who have left Illinois, period, |eft because they

were being told how to practice nedicine by nonnedica

people. If we limt the kind...let me just say this. If |
have...if |’ m damaged, |’ m damaged erroneously by a doctor
or hospital and | decide to sue, | amlimted at the kind

of representation |I can hire because hospitals and doctors
will have a large staff of |awers who practice for years
to fight my suit. Now, |I’'’m gonna have to find a doctor...a
| awyer who matches, who nmatches the experience and the
ability that the hospital has and match a |awer who can
match the experience that the doctor has. But if this
| awyer knows that this case is going on years and years and
years, and I am..l will be limted...if | recoup anything, I
will be limted in ny ability to pay this |awer. So, if
|"m a poor person, if my incone is rather low, I wll not
be at the sane advantage in hiring an expert attorney. And
that’s what nakes this Bill unfair. It is unfair to people
who don’t have a high incone. It is unfair to people who
wll not be able to fight high-priced | awers for years and
years and years and not be able to match that kind of | egal
experti se. | believe that as Legislators in the State of
I[Ilinois, we should not pass this kind of discrimnita...
discrimnatory law. It puts all of us at a disadvantage if
| can’t recoup ny |osses the sane as soneone else in the

sane, ya know, at the sanme kind of situation. | urge a
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no’ vote and |I'’m very proud to say | think the Illinois
Legi sl ative Black Caucus will be voting ‘no .~

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Ml aro. Okay, Representative
Flider, 5 mnutes.”

Flider: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Flider: “This...this issue...this |egislation has been one of the
top issues in nmy district since |I’ve ser...served in this
Legi sl ature since 2003. And |’ve had many neetings wth
the Macon County Medical Society and numerous calls, phone
calls, discussions with citizens and so on, enough to know
that this is an issue that has certainly garnered a | ot of
my attention throughout nmy tine as a State Representative.
And one of the things that | was allowed to do a couple of
years ago was be in a...in the operating room during major
surgery that was conducted at one of our hospitals. And
maj or from the standpoint of serious surgery was being done
to the organs of...of the patient and, ya know, was the kind
of thing was a |ife and death kind of a situation. And |
was very inpressed during that surgery, not only by the...
t he physicians who were involved but also the technol ogists
and the nurses and so on and everything that they went to
to ensure success. And 1'Il tell ya, not everything in
that surgery went right. There were sone things that
didn’t go exactly right. And when it didn’t go right, you
could see the team huddl e and figure out what they could do
to, ya know, nmeke sure that this would be successful. And

there was a sigh of relief and certainly a cheer for
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everything that did go right when that success was
achieved. And | quickly realized that this is...these are
people who go to work with the idea of working to save
lives, to make lives better, and really the... these are
heroes that are m ssed. But we shouldn’'t be in a situation
where we’'re... when they go to work, they're worried about
getting sued or worried about costs involved. They should
be able to worry about saving lives and... and nmaking
people’s lives better. |In that operating room | noticed a
process. Every instrunent that was used was docunented and
accounted for. Every sponge that was used to soak up bl ood
was accounted for. Every cloth that was used was accounted
for. Every action, every procedure was docunented,
recorded, and accounted for. Every nove was recorded.
Everything that could possibly be done to elimnate herm..
human error was done in that operating room And | was
absol utely amazed at how the teans of the medical staff and
the nurses and technol ogi sts, how they worked together to...
to ensure success as best as they possibly could. The one

thing about this legislation is that it ensures that people

who are not commtted to saving lives and nmaking |ives
better will be weeded out. And |I'm very proud of that
prospect of this |egislation. But we should also... we

shoul d not forget those people whose jobs...who...who go to
work every day making sure that l|ives are saved and that
they are doing the things that that they...when they go hone
and they walk in the door and talk to their famlies about

what they did, they're saying, ‘I saved lives or | nade
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this person’s |ife better.” And, you know, we can’'t forget
about that. So, | would just like to say to the Leadership

of the General Assenbly at this tine, this has been
sonething that’s been on the plate at least for 3 years
since |’ve been here. But thanks for listening to the
concerns of the downstate Legislators, the Downstate
Caucus. This is legislation that was a har... hard fought
for piece of legislation that we’re about to vote on. And
| just wanna express appreciation for the fact that it’'s
here and that we are voting on it. Not everybody thinks
it’s a perfect piece of legislation, rarely is anything
that we do here perfect, but it certainly was a product of
conprom se. And | just..grateful that we' re gonna have a
chance to vote on it here today and do everything we can to
ensure that we're taking the steps necessary to Kkeep
doctors here and, once again, putting full faith in the
nmedi cal profession in our state. Thank you.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Nekritz.”

Nekritz: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Hannig: “Indicates he'll yield.”

Nekritz: “Representative Reitz, how many other states have a
cap on noneconom ¢ damages?”’

Reitz: “Twenty-five is what...yeah, 25 states.”

Nekrit z: “And there... Thank vyou. And Representative, do you
know how many other... how many of those states also have a
conpl ete ban on punitive danages?”

Reitz: “Yeah, we don’t..staff says we don't think there’'s any.”
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Nekrit z: “Ckay. Yeah, 1...1 believe that is correct. To the
Bill. If...if we..if we do this, we're gonna be in a
situation where... in other states where they have capped

medi cal mal practice noneconom c awards, there is sonme sort
of award or availability for damages for those truly bad
actors. And we debated sonme of those kinds of issues on
the floor earlier in this Session where a doctor was off
having intercourse with a...with a nurse while he was being
paged and, as a result, a newborn had cerebral palsy, and
if the wong leg is taken off or the wong arm is taken
of f. Ya know, all the other states where noneconomc
damages are capped, there is an avenue for a victimto be
able to recover. In this state, we are about to turn these
victins into the only ones that are gonna be punished in
this situation and let the bad actors off the hook. And I
think that’s really bad public policy for Illinois.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Yarbrough.”

Yar brough: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII the Sponsor vyield?”

Speaker Hannig: “He indicates he’'ll yield.”

Yar brough: “W’ve heard a | ot about insurance...insurance reform
and certainly the certificate of nerit is...is inmportant.
But Representative, can you tell nme if this Bill requires

the insurers to establish a risk managenent plan?”

Reitz: “It en...it encourages a risk managenent plan.”
Yar br ough: “Well, Representative, that’s problematic. That
really is problemtic. W need to establish a risk

managenent plan to inplenment this program Representative,
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does this require insurers to roll back the rates such as
what California did..”

Reitz: “No.”

Yar brough: “.to provide imediate relief?”

Reitz: “No, there’s no requirenents to the... Qur intent is that
these refornms will let the market to nmke those changes.

And in response to your previous question, the |argest

i nsurer does require that.”

Yar brough: “To the Bill, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Yar br ough: “This Bill is flawed. And that you' ve heard that
froma nunber of other folks in this audience. It doesn’t

require insurers to release actuarial data retroactively so
that doctors can see if the past 2 years of rate increases
were, in fact, justified by the data. It does not require
strict standards for estimating incurred |osses, |Ilike
requiring estimates to be based on actual experiences,
unlike the current system It doesn’t require experiential
rating as we do in auto insurance so the doctors who nmake
the nost medical errors pay higher prem uns and those who
make no errors pay the lowest. Under the current system at
ISME, a doctor who is found guilty of nalpractice once or
even nore than once a year or a doctor who hasn’'t had a
claimnmade against himin 9 years, they pay the sane rates.
That’s not right. And it does not address the inherent
conflict of interest in the financial relationship between
the state’s largest insurer and the state’'s |argest

association, like the fact that they...they share the sane
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| obbyists, officers, and expenses. In the past 5 years,
[Ilinois... in Illinois the nunber of mal ... nedical

mal practice lawsuits filed each year has been about the

sane. Since 1997, the... the annual total anmount paid by
| SM E has renmi ned about the sane. And in 2004, they paid
10 percent less in total clainms than it did in 2003. I n

recent years, while clainms have been decreasing, the total
anount of prem uns collected by ISME has been increasing.
And in nost cases...when we tal k about these econom ¢ damage
awar ds, where do they go? Not to the injured patient. The
econonm ¢ danmages are not really the patient’s npney. It
goes back to the health care...health care systemand to the
i nsurance conpanies for the past and future nmedical bills
for surgeries, wheelchairs, nmedi cati ons, therapy, and

prosthetic devices to repair, as best as can the damage

caused by the mal practice of doctors and hospitals. The
noneconomc award is the patient’s noney. Noneconomi ¢
damages include not only conpensation for pain and

suffering, but also for disability and disfigurenment, for
bl i ndness, brain danmage, anputations, and for |oss of
society for the death of a famly nenber. The doctors,
hospitals, and insurance conpani es use noneconom c danages

¢

as a euphemismfor ‘not inportant’. The proposed limts on
damages would apply to all cases, no matter how serious the

injury or how egregious the mal practice by the doctors or

the hospital. Caps nost seriously hurts stay-at-hone nons,
children, and the elderly who are nost likely to have no
econom ¢ | osses. And |’ m gonna play the race card here,
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peopl e. Here it is, here’s the race card. Because racia

and ethnic mnorities receive inferior nedical treatnent by

the health care industry and are being subjected to high

rates of prevent abl e medi cal errors, caps
di sproportionately deny mnorities full conpensation for
harnms caused by physicians and hospital negligence. | urge

a ‘no’ vote on this neasure.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Bol and.”

Bol and: “Thank you, M. Speaker. To the Bill.”

Speaker Hannig: “To the Bill.”

Bol and: “Li ke Representative Black, | had a personal experience
inmy life. One year after we were married, ny wife was
treated by an inconpetent doctor and it has resulted in
sonme reoccurring health problens. Luckily not continuing
to today, but resulted in |ater operations. So, |
understand the...the very strong desire sonetines for people
to seek redress through the |egal system Li ke
Representative Black, we did not pursue a lawsuit, although
sonmetinmes | ...thinking back now, I wish we had just for the...

the sake of nmybe getting that guy out of practice. But I

do so...although I...1 have very strong qual ns against the
idea of tap...caps, | don't believe they work. They may be
unconstitutional. I don’t know, I'm not a |awyer. But |

do know what does work and that is in the neighboring State
of lowa they have no caps, but they have |ower premnm uns.

And why do they have | ower prem uns? Because they have the
insurance reforns and the doctor discipline reforns that

this legislation can provide. And that’s why |I’m going to

09400062. doc 161



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

vote ‘yes’ on this Bill. [It’s not because of the issue of
caps; it’'s because of the other good things that many of us
have fought for for years to get acconpli shed. | know ny
col | eague, Mary Flowers, here for many years has tried to
get ‘patient’s right to know. It’s sonmething |
cosponsored with her. Going back to ny... ny second term
here, now Congresswonman Jan Schakowsky had pushed for
‘patient right to know . Well, we got this in this Bill.

This is very, very inportant. If you're about to have
surgery or one of your loved ones is, you will be able to
| ook up on a website and see if the doctor that’s going to
perform the surgery has had disciplinary action against
hi m Has he had |awsuits successful against hinf So,
that’'s a great step forward that we haven't been able to
get in 10 years. The issue of average annual weekly wage
provi si on. Right now, if you' re a |ow-incone person or

you're a child or you're a housew fe, you get nothing. You

get zero. Under this Bill, you'll be able to get, this
year, $35 thousand a year. Wiy is the issue of insurance
premuns so inportant? Wthout that, access is |limted.

l’m a Sponsor of the Bernadine Anmendnent for Universa
Health Care, but you can’'t have universal health care if
you don’t have providers there to provide it. So, this
provi des insurance regulation that | believe can |ower the
i nsurance prem uns, can nmake our state nore attractive for
doctors by having the public hearings required when the
rate increases are greater than 6 percent. Maybe we can

put an end to these skyrocketing rate increases. It
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elimnates the requirenent that the departnent find a
nonconpetitive market to deem a rate excessive or
endanger ment of insolvency to deem a rate inadequate. Very
inportantly, although | agree with the previous speaker, we
oughta be requiring risk managenent plans. At least this
encourages establishnent of risk managenent plans by ned
mal carriers for doctors and they nust provide a prem um
deduction for those doctors who do participate. Very, very
inportant is the regulation of doctors, increasing the
nunber of public nmenbers on the nedical disciplinary board
fromtw to four, giving the public a greater say-so and
statutorily doubling the nunber of investigators so that we
can cover these instances and giving DPR the authority to
refuse to renew a doctor’s license if the doctor violates
the disciplinary provisions of the Medical Practice Act.
And very inportant also is after a settlenent or final
judgment in favor of the conplainant, DPR...

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, your 5 mnutes have expired.
Coul d you bring your remarks to a cl ose?”

Bol and: “Yes, thank you. \Were fromthe receipt of notice to
investigate and bring a disciplinary proceeding and it
increases from 5 thousand to 10 thousand, the maximm
disciplinary fine for inproper behavior by a doctor. Yes,
there are parts of this legislation that | feel are wong
in a very strong way, but there are also parts that we ve

been working for for years to get. W can get those parts
with this Bill. Thank you very nuch.”
Speaker Hanni g: “Representative Hanps.”
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“Thank you, Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen. Serving as a
Menber of the Civil Judiciary Commttee this year has been
very instructive because we have been part of at |east 20
to 30 hours of hearings and | have attended all of them

What our goal was this year was to |ook...was to basically
do fact-finding, to look at the data, to really exam ne all
si des. Md really, that should be the basis for a Bill
that is as far-reaching as this Bill is. To the...does the
data support the <conclusions that we have reached and

sonehow that are enbodied in this Bill? And the answer

‘ b

really is a resounding ‘no’. Ya know, as | have been

listening to the proponents today argue the nerits of this

Bill, they have raised a lot of personal anecdotes, even
community anecdotes. One of the proponents said, ‘I
believe it will help.’ Well, Ladies and Gentlenen, that

kind of statenment is not sufficient to undertake this kind
of maj or sweeping policy change which could very well be in
violation of the Illinois Constitution. In fact, based on
the fact-finding and based on studies that were presented
to us, the data shows that there is no upward trend in
filings or in filings per 100 treati ng physicians from 1994
to 2004 when adjusted for popul ation grow h. Now, that’s
in Cook County and DuPage Counti es. Again, in Cook and
DuPage, by one neasure there was a nodest decrease in
nmedi cal mal practice trials between 1996 and  2001.
Plaintiff win rates m ght have increased, but this change
was ascribed to other factors. Again, in Cook and DuPage,

it showed no increase in jury trials or in plaintiff wn
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rates between 2000 and 2004 using a different set of data.
Sett| enent mechani sms  such as pre-verdict, hi gh- | ow
agreenents, acceptance of the Ilimts of the doctors’
i nsurance policy, and other devices showed that many jury
verdicts were substantially reduced in the post-verdict
phase of the |awsuit. When you | ook at Madison and St
Clair Counties, which has been very nuch the subject of a
| ot of discussion today, over the period from 1992 to 2005,
only 11 jury verdicts favoring the plaintiff in nmedical
mal practice cases were found in Midison and St. Cdair
County courts. Only two verdicts exceeded $1 mllion and
one of those was overturned on appeal. There is no
evi dence to support the perception that nedical mal practice
jury trials in these counties are frequent or that jury
verdi cts are outrageous. Ladi es and Gentl enen, one of the
really inportant points that Representative Nekritz nade
just a little bit ago is that with this Bill we would
beconme the only state in the nation that has both a cap on
noneconom ¢ damages as well as no punitive damages for the
really outrageous cases. That is a sad day in Illinois..
t hat when that day cone...when...if that day cones today. |
urge a strong ‘no’ vote.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative... Representative Flowers, for
what reason do you rise? You ve spoken in debate.”

Fl ower s: “Well, thank you, M. Speaker. My nanme was used in
debate and | would like to address it, please.”

Speaker Hannig: “If you would Iimt your speech to..

Flowers: “It’s just very, ver..
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Speaker Hanni g: “.responding to the way your nane was used in
debate, Representative. | think you spoke very well on
your position on the Bill. | don’t know that we need to go
on and on.”

Flowers: “Well, | just wanna ask one question of the Sponsor.”

Speaker Hanni g: “Representative, if your nane was used in

debate and you're rising on a point of personal privilege,
you shoul d address what you thought was a...a strike at your
nane.”

Fl ower s: “No, it wasn’'t striking. It wasn’t striking at all
but I was just gonna...

Speaker Hannig: “But Representative..

Fl oners: “.take advantage of the situation, Sir.”

Speaker Hannig: “Represen..

Flowers: “That’s about it, but that’s okay. M. Speaker, [|’|
yield this tine.”

Speaker Hannig: “Thank you, Representative.”

Fl owers: “Thank you.”

Speaker Hannig: “Represen...Representative Cross.”

Cr oss: “M. Speaker, | was... Representative Flowers, do you
want me to yield nmy tinme to you? 1'd love to do that.”

Speaker Hannig: “Representative Flowers.”

Fl ower s: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Representative Cross,
pl ease, not your tinme but your vote. "Il take your ‘yes

vote instead of your time. Thank you very nuch.”
Speaker Hannig: “COCkay. Representative Reitz to close.”
Rei t z: “Thank you, M ... Are you guys ready? There's a couple

things just to clear up here. A jury verdict, as one of
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t he previous speakers said...just to touch on a few things
t hey said. Jury verdicts in Cook County and across the
state are going up. W think this...this Bill wll help.

The... it was nentioned that doctors, as far as the paid

claims... ISME does charge its doctors that have paid
clainms, charge them nore. This issue is not about one
i nsurance conpany. It’s about access to health care and

protecting public health. The Governnent Accounting Ofice
has... has done studies that show that caps work. And I'd
like to close this by thanking everyone that’'s worked on
this. People on the board: Representative Hol brook has put
in a tremendous ampunt of time and as far as Rep...as wel

as Representative Cross. For a nunber of years,
Representative Beiser, Phelps, Hoffrman, and Bradley have
all been involved intensively and in negotiations the |ast
coupl e weeks. Caps are an enotional issue for a nunber of
people and | understand that and, as | said earlier, it’'s
about the greater good for the people in the State of
I1linois. There are only so many people that are going to
bunmp up against the cap on noneconon ¢ danmages that we put
in and there are thousands and thousands of people in this
state that are |losing access to health care. W’'re here to
protect the citizens of Illinois. This Bill does that by
increasing the regulation of physicians, the policing of
i nsurance conpanies and the prem uns that they charge, and
revising the |litigation system including a Ilimt on
noneconom ¢ danages. | appreciate the debate. I
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appreci ate the support on this Bill. And | appreciate an
‘aye’ vote.”’

Speaker Hannig: “The question is, ‘Shall this Bill pass? Al
in favor vote ‘aye’ ; opposed ‘nay’. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this
guestion, there are 68 voting ‘yes’, 46 voting ‘no’, and 3
voting ‘present’. And this Bill, having received a
Constitutional Majority, is hereby declared passed. M.
Clerk, do you have any announcenents?”
Cl erk Mahoney: “Referred to the House Rules Conmttee is Senate
Joint Resolution 34, offered by Representative Collins.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Joe Lyons in the Chair.
Ladi es and Gentlenen, on page 18 of the Calendar we have,
on the Order of Resolutions, a very special Menorial Day
House Resol ution 510. I'd ask all Menbers to please be at
their desk and I'd ask staff to please retire to the back
of the chanber. M. Cerk, on page 18 of the Cal endar,
Representati ve Ron Stephens has House Resol ution 510.”

Clerk Bolin: "House Resol ution 510.

WHEREAS, Menorial Day was officially proclained on My 5,
1868, by GCeneral John Logan, national comrander of the
Grand Arnmy of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11 and
was first observed on My 30, 1868, when flowers were
pl aced on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at
Arlington National Cenetery;

VWHEREAS, Menorial Day was officially declared a national
holiday in May of 1966 by President Lyndon B. Johnson as a
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nati onal day of renenbrance for those who have died in our
nation's service; a day where every citizen of the United
States can actively renenber our ancestors, our famly
menbers, our |oved ones, our neighbors, and our friends who
have gi ven t he ultimate sacrifice; Menori al Day
traditionally has been observed on May 30th of each year,
but is currently observed on the last Mnday in the nonth
of May;

WHEREAS, There are many ways in which citizens of the United
States can honor all of the fallen soldiers that have given
the ultimate sacrifice for the freedons offered by this
great nation, including visiting ceneteries and placing
flags or flowers on the graves of our fallen heroes,
visiting nmenorials, flying the United State's flag at
hal f - st af f unt i | noon, flying the PONMA Flag at
hal f -staff until noon, participating in the ‘Nationa
Moment of Remenbrance’ at 3 p.m to pause and think upon
the true neaning of the day, by renewing a pedge to aid
the w dows, w dowers, and orphans of our fallen dead, and
to aid the disabled veterans; and

WHEREAS, The State of Illinois strongly supports all of our
men and wonen of the armed forces, both active and
departed, and wants to further honor the sacrifices of all
United States nen and wonen who have faithfully served in
our armed forces; and

WHEREAS, It is appropriate that the Illinois CGeneral Assenbly
establish a new Menorial Day tradition honoring our fallen

brethren by reading an annual |ist of all of the names of
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those Anerican soldiers who have given the ultimte
sacrifice; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE NI NETY- FOURTH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that beginning
in 2006, the Illinois House of Representatives shall adopt
the policy, whether by rule or other action, that provides
that the House Cerk shall annually, either on Menorial Day
or on a reasonable session day scheduled prior to Menorial
Day, read the nanes of all of the soldiers, from each and
every branch of the United States arned forces and mlitary
reserves, who have been killed in the line of duty during
the prior year; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the list is to be obtained by the House Cerk
no later than May 15 of every year, and the clerk may

enlist the help of the United States Departnent of Defense

or the Illinois Departnent of MIlitary Affairs so that the
nmost accurate account of fallen soldiers may be honored by
the Illinois House of Representatives as well as all of the
State of Illinois; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the House Cerk shall always preface the
reading of the list of fallen United States soldiers wth
the following quote from forner President Abraham Lincoln
as stated in the Gettysburg Address, ‘From these honored
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which
they here gave the last full neasure of devotion - that we
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in

vain.'; and be it further
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RESOLVED, That if any...in any year, no soldier in the United
States arned forces and mlitary reserves has been killed
in the line of duty, then the House Clerk shall then offer
a nonent of silence and reflection to be taken in order to
remenber those soldiers that have fallen in the past and is
to offer a prayer that our soldiers continue to be
protected from potential harm while serving our country;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution shall be presented to
Speaker of the House of Representatives of the State of
Il1linois, Mchael J. Madigan; House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois Mnority Leader Tom Cross; United
St at es Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert; United States
Senator Dick Durbin; every nenber of the N nety-Fourth
General Assenbly of the State of Illinois; and every nenber
of the Illinois Congressional delegation.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Chair recognizes Representative Ron
St ephens.”

St ephens: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Just after Christmas in
1776, 24 hundred cold, tired Anericans wi th soaked weapons
crossed the Delaware River in the dead of night and fought
a battle that could ve been the |ast gasp of our fledgling
country. The Continental Arny won but GCeneral George
Washi ngton just days later on New Year’s Eve found hinself
asking for a for...a formation of his veteran troops to stay
anot her six nonths past their enlistnent, which expired the
next day. Drums rolled but no nmen, know ng what they knew
| ay ahead because they had lived what |ay behind, stepped
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f orward. Washi ngton spoke, ‘My brave fellows, you have
done all that | asked you to do and nore than could

reasonably be expected, but your country is at stake, your
w ves, your houses, and all that you hold dear. You have
worn yourselves out with fatigue and hardship, but we know
not how to spare you. |If you wll consent to stay just one
nonth | onger, you will render that service to the cause of

liberty and to your country which you can probably never do
agai n under any circunstance.’ Again, druns rolled. The
sol diers stepped forward. They’ ve been doing so ever
since. There were 25,324 Anericans who died in service and
with the liberty during the Revolutionary War. The nunber
has now grown to 1,540,807 sons and daughters who never
came honme to enjoy the freedons for which they fought.
Ladies and Gentlenen, it is only right and proper that we
remenber them here today and in perpetuity. And what a
wonderful Illinois tradition that we can all stand proudly
of that we promsed them and their fallen brothers and
sisters in the past and in the future that on every
Menorial Day we, here in Illinois in this General Assenbly,
will read the nanes of those soldiers who have fallen since
the last Menorial Day. W pray that there are many years
ahead when there are no...no names and we can neke... have a
monent of silence and a prayer of thanks to God for that

privilege that they have allowed us to share today. M .

Speaker, wth that tradition in mnd as we begin the
cerenony today, | would ask that all Menbers be added as
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Sponsors and | would nove adoption of House Resolution
510.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “All Menbers of the General Assenbly in this
House of Representatives will be added as cosponsors. All

those in favor signify by saying ‘yes’; those opposed ‘no’.

In the opinion of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And the

Resolution is adopted and we wll stand for a nonment of
silence. In honor of House Resolution 510, as planned, the
Roll Call of those deceased from Illinois wll start.

Representative Art Turner.”

Tur ner: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Wd like to renenber
Sergeant Ivory L. Phipps from Chicago, died March 17,
2004. "

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Robert Churchill.”

Churchill: “And Private 1st Class Ceoffrey S. Mrris, Qurnee,
April 3, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative David Reis.”

Rei s: “Cor porat e(sic-Corporal) Forest Joseph Jostes, Al bion,
[Ilinois, April 4, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Carolyn Krause.”

Kr ause: “Lance Corporal Phillip E. Frank, Elk Gove Village,
April 8, 2004.~

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Mke Smith.”

Sm t h: “Private 1st Cass Gegory R Goodrich, Bartonville,
April 9, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Kurt G anberg.”

G anber g: “Lance Corporal Torrey L. Gay, Village of Patoka,

April 11, 2004.~
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Barbara Flynn Currie,
Commander Adrian Basil Szwec, Chicago, April 12, 2004.~

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Skip Saviano.”

Savi ano: “Private 1st Cass Shawn C  Edwards, Bensenville,
April 23, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative M ke Bol and.”

Bol and: “Sergeant Landis W Garrison, Rapids City, |Illinois,
April 29, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Ed Acevedo. Representati ve
St ephens.”

St ephens: “Staff Sergeant GOscar D. Vargas- Medi na, Chicago, My
1, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative M ke Bost.”

Bost: “Lance Corporal Ni cholas Brian Kleiboeker, Irvington, My
13, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Paul Froehlich.”

Froehl i ch: "Staff Sergeant WIliam D. Chaney, Schaunburg, My
18, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Roger Eddy.”

Eddy: “Specialist Jereny L. Ridlen, Paris, Illinois, My 23,
2004. "

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Ed Sullivan.”

Sullivan: “Major Paul R Syverson Ill, Village of Lake Zurich
June 16, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Chapin Rose.”

Rose: “1lst Sergeant Ernest E. Ut, Hammond, I[llinois, June 27,
2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Jay Hof fnman.”
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Hof f man: “Sergeant Christopher A \Wagener, Fairview Heights,
[Ilinois, July 1, 2004.~

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Jack Franks.”

Franks: “Private 1st Class Collier Edw n Barcus, MHenry, July
8, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Eileen Lyons.”

Lyons, E.: “Private 1st Class Torry D. Harris, Chicago, July
13, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Mke Tryon.”

Tryon: “Lance Corporal Jonathan W Collins, Crystal Lake,
August 8, 2004.~”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative JimWatson.”

Wat son: “Corporal Christopher Belchik, Jersey County, August
22, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Chapin Rose.”

Rose: “Specialist Charles L. Neeley, Mttoon, August 25, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Roger Eddy.”

Eddy: “Speci al i st Charles R Lanb, Martinsvill e/ Casey,
[1'linois, Septenber 5, 2004. Sergeant Shawna M Mbrrison
Pari s/ Chanpaign, Illinois, Septenber 5, 2004.~

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative M ke Bost.”

Bost : “Lance Corporal Drew M Unles, DuQuoin, Septenber 15,
2004. "

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Ed Sullivan.”

Sul I'i van: “Spe... Specialist Wsley R \Wells, Village of
Li bertyville, Septenber 20, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative John Bradley.”
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Bradl ey, J.: “Sergeant Benjamin K Smth, Cty of Carterville
Sept enber 22, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Gary Hannig.”

Hanni g: “2nd Lieutenant Ryan Leduc, United States Marine Corp,
Pana.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Jim Myer.”

Meyer : “Sergeant Jack Taft Hennessy, Naperville, Cctober 1,
2004. "

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Dan Brady.”

Br ady: “Specialist Jessica L. Cawey, Nornmal and Mhonet, date
of death, Cctober the 6th, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Robert Churchill.”

Churchill: “Specialist Jaime Mreno, Round Lake Beach, Cctober
13, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative R ch Myers.”

Myers: “Corporal Joshua D. Palner, Blandinsville, Novenber 8,
2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Ron Wait.”

Wi t: “Lance Corporal Branden P. Raney, Belvidere, Illinois,
Novenber 8, 2004.~

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Joe Dunn.”

Dunn: “Sergeant David M Caruso, Naperville, Novenber 9, 2004.~

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Randy Hultgren.”

Hul tgren: “Lance Corporal N cholas D. Larson, Weaton, Novenber
9, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative John Bradley.”

Bradl ey, J.: “Lance Corporal Aaron C. Pickering, Gty of

Mari on, Novenber 10, 2004.~"
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Suzi Bassi.”
Bassi : “Corporal Peter J. @G annopoulos, Village of Inverness,

Novenber 11, 2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Wvetter Younge.”

Younge: “Corporal Mat...Matthew A. Watt, M| stadt, Decenber 3
2004. "

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative JoAnn Gsnond.”

Gsnond: “Staff Sergeant Donald B. Farner, Zion, Decenber 19
2004.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Jim Sacia.”

Saci a: “Lance Corporal Neil D. Petsche, United State Marine
Corps, Lena, Illinois, four days before Christmas, 2004.~

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Linda Chapa LaVia.”

Chapa LaVi a: “Lance Corporal Hector Ranpbs, Aurora, Illinois,
January 26, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Naom Jakobsson.”

Jakobsson: “Corporal Nathaniel K More, Chanpaign, January 26,

2005. "

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Keith Sommer.”

Sommer : “Corporal Jonathan S. Beatty, Streator, |Illinois,
January 27, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Beth Coul son.”

Coul son: “Corporal Christopher E. Zimmey, Village of G enview,
January 31, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Bob Churchill.”

Churchil | : “Lance Corporal Sean P. Maher, G ayslake, February
2, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Pat Verschoore.”
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Verschoore: "Sergeant Jessica B. Housby, Rock Island, Illinois,
February 9, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Kevin MCarthy.”

McCart hy: “Corporal Kevin Mchael Carke, Village of Tinley
Par k, February 19, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Carolyn Krause.”

Kr ause: “Corporal John T. dson, Elk Gove Village, February
21, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Rich Brauer.”

Br auer : “Staff Sergeant Daniel G Gesham Lincoln, February
24, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Raynond Poe.”

Poe: “Specialist Jacob C. Palmatier, Springfield, February 24,

2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Carolyn Krause.”

Kr ause: “Specialist Adriana N. Salem Elk Gove Village, WMarch
4, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative David Reis.”

Reis: “Sergeant Kenneth L. R dgley, O ney, March 30, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative M ke Bost.”

Bost : “Captain Todd Bracy, Mirphysboro, Mrch 31, 2005.
Private 1st Class Watt D. Eisenhauer, Pinckneyville, My
19, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Shane Cultra.”

Cul tra: “Private 1st Cass Jeff Wallace, Hoopeston, Illinois,
May 24, 2005.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “1"1'l as...1'"ll ask for a second nonent of
si |l ence. Thank you, Ladies and Gentlenen. The Chair
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recognizes the Lady from Cook, Representative Karen
Yar brough. For what reason do you seek recognition?”

Yar br ough: “M. Speaker, |1'd like to ask in the previous
Resolution if the Sponsor would add Senator Barack Obama’s
name to the final paragraph, please. I1f he would amend his
Resol uti on?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Stephens, | think there was
a request to add Senator Barack Cbama’s nanme at the end of
t he Resol uti on, which will.. which wll be done,
Representative. Thank you very much.”

Yar brough: “Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognizes the GCentleman from
Verm |lion, Representative Bill Black.”

Bl ack: “Thank you very nmuch, M. Speaker. Pursuant to House
Rule 18(g), | have filed a witten Mtion to Discharge
Senate Bill 1185 from the Rules Commttee and advance the
Bill to the Order of Second Reading.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Chair recognizes... recognizes Majority

Leader Barbara Cur...Flynn Currie on the Mtion.”

Currie: *“Thank you, Speaker. | object to the Mtion.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “M. Black, Majority Leader..

Bl ack: “Well ..

Speaker Lyons, J.: “.Currie...

Bl ack: “Thank you, M. Speaker. |’m glad we just read the

nanmes of several people who died to give her the right to
object to a reasonable Mdtion. However, M. Speaker, since
you have denied what | consider to be a reasonabl e request

under a representative denbcracy, pursuant to House Rule
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57, I would nove that the ruling of the Chair to deny our
di scharge Mdtion be appealed and that the Chair be
overrul ed.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Chair recogni zes Representative Reis. For
what reason do you... Representative Bl ack.”

Bl ack: “M . Speaker, under Rule 57, | have 2 mnutes to explain
our ruling to ask that the...that the ruling of the Chair be
appeal ed. I would like to vyield ny 2 mnmnutes to
Representative David Reis.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Chair... Chair recognhizes Representative
Reis.”

Reis: “Thank you, M. Speaker. And the Senate Bill 1185 is a
| and conveyance Bill. The genesis of this Bill is the
State of Illinois several years ago went through a

extensive process and decided to locate a prison in the
Cty of Gayville, Illinois. After the new adm nistration
cane in, they pulled that project, a hundred forty mllion
dol I ar pr oj ect, seven hundred and sonme jobs for
sout heastern [Illinois. And now the site sets partially
construct ed. Foundati ons had been poured, dirt work has
been done, parking lots have been built. And, ya know, we
went through due process last year and...and nmade sure that
the Departnment of Corrections was 100 percent sure that
they were not gonna build a prison at this site. W’ve net
with officials from DOC, CMS, the Governor’s Ofice, and
the City of Gayville over the |last three weeks and started
to put together a plan of turning this site back over to
the City of Gayville. DOC has comritted not to building a
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prison there. We’ ve crossed that bridge. W wanna nove
f orwar d. Now, a lot of us thought we were gonna be here
all sumrer and the normal path of going through this is to
go through the excess | and auction, that takes about 3 to 4
nont hs. W thought we'd be here all sunmer. W woul d
al ways this |and conveyance as a second option. It appears
that we’'re gonna get out of here tonorrow night. W just
wanna nove this land conveyance option forward. The
Governor can still sit on it, he has 60 days to veto it.
But it gives him a second option to...to nove forward this
summer. We have a conpany from..that wants to nove in wth
an autonotive supply store that..that is a feed operation
to the Toyota plant in... in Princeton, Indiana. Four
hundred and fifty imrediate jobs wth the possibly of going
to seven hundred. This is very..

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you, M. Reis. I think the Mdtion
i S...you have explained your Bill. Two mnutes were all owed
as Representative Black picked out. And the question is,
“Shall the Chair be sustained? There’s a Mdttion to
override the Chair. The question will be, *Shall the Chair
be sustained? All  those in favor vote ‘aye’'; those
opposed vote ‘no’. M. Cderk, take the Roll. The voting
is open. All those in favor of sustaining the Chair vote
‘yes’; all those opposed vote ‘no’. The voting is open.

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this,

there are 64 Menbers voting ‘yes’, 52 Menbers voting ‘no’

And the Chair is sustained. On page 12 of the Cal endar
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Representative Feigenholtz, you have on the Oder of
Concurrences... does not wsh to call that? Qut of the
record. Representative Ryg, on page 5 of the Calendar,
under ... on page 12 of the Cal endar, under concurrences, you
have House Bill 566. Qut of the record. Chair recognizes

the Gentleman from Jackson. For what purpose do you rise,
M. Bost?”
Bost: “Yeah, M. Speaker, yesterday at the end of Session I...1

kind of drug out conversations and...and it was to try to
hel p a situation al ong. Do you need a few of us to start
talking today to...to help your situation along? |Is that
where we're at in this process?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you, Representative Bost, for

pitching in one and help the cause right here but..

Bost: “Always wanna hel p the cause.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “.l think no...nmonentarily we’'ll...we’ Il have
sonmething to do. W re kinda waiting for comittee

schedul es and tinmes and things for tonorrow.”

Bost: “Well, if..if you need us to help, we’'re here. You know
that.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you, Representative. Thank you very
much. Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Vermlion,
Representative Bill Black.”

Bl ack: “M . Speaker. Ch, | didn't know the mke was on... I'm
sorry, M. Speaker. M. Speaker, the hour grows |ate and I
sense a pregnant pause in the activities of the chanber.

Coul d you enlighten us as to whether you have any nore of a
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clue than we do what we’'re doing here and what we plan to

do in the i nmedi ate future?”’

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Black, | don’t have a cl ue,
to be perfectly honest W th you, once agai n,
Representati ve. [’m just waiting for the top of the

mountain to..
Bl ack: “M. Speaker...

Speaker Lyons, J.: “.bring sone orders down.”

Bl ack: “M. Speaker, you' re an honest noderator, a fair...and a
man who believes in Denocrat principles. And Ladies and
Gentlenmen on ny side of the aisle, join ne as | continue ny
efforts to elect Joe Lyons Speaker of the Illinois House of
Representatives by acclamation. And for those of you on

the other side of the aisle, what are you doing right now?
Join with nme, a new Speaker. W can get outta here. e
can have dinner. Where is the real Speaker? | haven’t
seen himin three days. Sonmebody said he saw his shadow
and went back to Chicago with the Governor. Pl ease | ook
into that, M. Speaker.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you very nuch, M. Black. I
appreciate your kind intentions and your kind words, but
|I’d rather not have you get me in trouble with the boss.
Thank you very nuch. Chair recognizes the Lady from Cook,

Representative Connie Howard. For what reason do you
rise?”
Howar d: “Yes, thank you, WM. Speaker. Menmbers of the COA

scholarship comrttee are going to be neeting tonorrow
nor ni ng. VW' re going to schedule it for one hour before
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the commttee neetings start. So, whatever tinme that is,
we' |l |l be neeting. Ladi es, please, we'll be neeting at the

Quality Inn for breakfast if you're on the scholarship
comittee. So, please listen very carefully for the tine

of the first conmttee. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Conni e... Connie, why don’t we...when we do
have the schedule we’'ll let you reannounce what tinme you
wanna have that start. So, I'll recognize you before we

adj our n. Ladi es and Gentlenen, the orders have conme down.

We'll be doing the Order of Resolutions starting on page
14. So, if Menmbers would like to turn to the Cal endar on
page 14, we will do the House Joint Resolutions. First one

is House Joint Resolution 18, Representative David Reis.
Is David on the floor? Representative Reis on the floor?
We'll come back to that. On page 14 of the Calendar,
Representative Collins has House Joint Resolution 37. M.
Clerk. Representative Collins is repr...recogni zed on House
Joint Resolution 37.”

Col l'i ns: “Thank you, WM. Speaker. I"ll ask for passage of
Resol ution... House Joint Resolution 37. |Is just ask that we
don't torture our soldiers.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “ls there any questions on House Resol ution...
Joint Resolution 37? Seeing none, the question is, ‘Should
House Joint Resolution be adopted? Al those in favor

signify by saying ‘yes’; those opposed say ‘no’. In the
opi nion of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Joi nt
Resol ution 37 is adopted. Page 4...page 14 of the Cal endar,

Representative Chapa LaVia, on House Joint Resolution 52?
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Qut of the record. Representative Gsternman, on page 14 of

the Cal endar you have House Joint Resolution 152. House
Resol uti on 152, Representative Osterman.”

Gsterman:  “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Resolution 152 is an initiative of the
Anmerican Cancer Society. It outlines the harnful effects

of smoking and secondhand snoke and urges that the GCeneral
Assenbly and the Governor continue on solving that problem
| ask for an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “lIs there any discussion on House Resol ution
152? Seeing none, all those in favor of the adoption of

House Resol ution 50... 152 say ‘yes’; all those opposed say

no’ . In the opinion of the Chair is the ‘ayes’ have it.
And House Resolution 152 is adopted. M. Cerk, on page
14, House Resolution 153. Representative Renee Kosel.”

Kosel : “Thank... thank you, M. Speaker. This creates a House
Ovarian Cancer Study Conmittee to see if there is anything
that the House can do to help legislation to address this
devastating issue. Over 22 thousand cases of ovarian
cancer were diagnosed in the United States in 2005 and

approximately 16 thousand wonen died from ovarian cancer in

the United States during 2004. | would nove for it’'s
adopti on, please.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “lIs there any discussion on House Resol ution
153? Seeing none, the question is, ‘Should House
Resol ution 153 pass?’ All those in favor should vote
‘yes’; all those opposed vote ‘no’. The voting is open.

Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have
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all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this,
there are 117 Menbers voting ‘yes’, 0 voting ‘no’, O voting

‘present’. House Resolution 153 is adopted. Page 14 of
the Calendar, Representative Roger Jenisch has House
Resol ution 154. Chair recognizes the Gentleman from

DuPage, Representative Roger Jenisch.”

Jeni sch: “Thank you. Before | begin, | couldn’t agree nore
with M. Bl ack. M. Leader, you' re doing a great job up
there. So, ny Resolution deals with a |law that was passed
in January 2004 that increased the age on children that
should be buckled into vehicles. And that tine, the
[I'linois Departnment of Transportation had federal funding
to pronote the program and train individuals on proper
installation and usage of child safety restraint systens.
And at this time, they do not have the funding. And ny
Resol ution, along with ny coll eague’s Resol ution, urges the
Departnment of Transportation to provide funding along with
t he independent insurance agents in this state so we have

more qualified trained individuals in properly buckling up

the children of this state. So, | would ask for vyour
support.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing in... seeing no discussion, the...

“ Shoul d House Resolution 154 be adopted? All those in

favor signify by saying ‘yes’; those opposed say ‘no’.
Opinion of the Chair is the ‘ayes’ have it. House
Resolution 154 is adopted. Page 14 of the Cal endar,

Representative Sandy Pihos has House Resolution 155. The
Lady from DuPage, Representative Sandy Pi hos.”
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Pi hos: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. This
Resolution sinply asks this Body to recogni ze February 2005
and every February thereafter as Anerican Heart Month.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 1557

The Chair recognize the Gentleman from Vermlion,

Representative Bill Black.”
Bl ack: “M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the House, |
want you to have a heart. There is a list of Resolutions

| onger than ny foot. Now in the past, we’ ve done an Agreed

Bill List or an Agreed Resolution List. Put these on a
pi ece of paper. | f sonmebody wants to vote ‘no’, they can
vote ‘no’. W can get this done in 5 mnutes. W’re just

sittin” out here doing busy work with our finger in our ear
while the big boys are.. while the big boys are off
somewhere cuttin’ up the pork chops. I’m gettin ... 1'm
getting’ too old and too cynical to sit out here and do
absolutely nothing but stick ny finger in my ear or pick ny
nose or scratch ny rear end while the big boys are cuttin’

up the pork. Now |’m not gonna sit here and go through
every one of these rinky-dink Resolutions, wth apol ogies
to those who think it’s the nost inportant thing since the
preanble to the Constitution. This is an absolute waste of

my tinme. Now, let’'s either do an agreed list or take ‘em
all on one vote, but this is absolutely an insult to people
who can add two and two and cone up with four that we sit

out here at 5:00 in the afternoon piddlin  and diddlin

while the big boys are cuttin’ up the pork. Wse up. Wse

up. You' re being used. You're being used and abused.
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There is no reason for this. Absolutely no reason. Either
put it on an Agreed Bill List or put ‘em all on one vote.
This is an insult to the intelligence of every elected
official on this chair. You' re just killin” time so that
we won’t ask too many questions of what’s goin’ on in the
back room”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you, Representative Bl ack. Chair
recogni zes, agai n, t he Lady from.. from DuPage,
Representative Pihos. Seeing no discussion on her

Resolution, all those in favor signify by saying °‘yes’;

t hose opposed say ‘no’. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes’ have it. And House Resolution is adopted. Qut on
page 14 is House Resolution 156. Representative Bob
Pritchard. The Gentleman from DeKal b on House Resol ution
156."

Pritchard: “Yes, M. Speaker, | hope this is substantive and it
is worth our tine. W are passing a.. ask to pass a

Resolution here wurging Congress and the President to
increase funding for Pell Gants. They’ ve not been
i ncreased since 1990 when the cost now is 4 hundred and si ...

or $4,667 per year average tuition. And the Pell Gant

awards are only $2,584. So, we’'re urging Congress to
increase that. | would ask for support.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “lIs there any discussion on House Resol ution

15672 The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Vermlion,
Representative Bill Black.”
Bl ack: “M. Speaker, in all due respect to the Sponsor of the

Resol ution, we can’'t even as a Legislative Body increase
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the Illinois Student Assistance Conm ssion grant. W can’t
even agree on that. We haven't increased it in 2 years,

but we’'re gonna sit here and ask Congress to do sonething
that we aren’t...we can’'t do or aren’'t willing to do. Well
I’ m gonna tell ya sonethin’, M. Speaker, you re gonna play
this gane and keep ne out here so that | don’'t ask too nany
guestions of the boys, the big boys in the back room It
costs noney to print every one of these Resolutions, and
since it costs noney, | demand a Roll Call vote on every
Resol uti on. And | will ask a wverification on any
Resolution when | see sone of ‘em sneakin’ out to get
somethin’ to eat. This is a waste of tine. It’s a sham
This is ridiculous.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you, Representative Black. There has
been a request for a Roll Call vote. So, seeing no further
di scussion on House Resolution 156, the question is,
“Shoul d House Resolution 156 be adopted? All those in

favor signify by voting ‘yes’; those opposed vote ‘no’.
The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take
the record. On this Bill, there are...on this Amendnent...on

this Resolution, there are 115 Menbers voting ‘yes’, O

voting ‘no’. This House Resolution 156 is adopted. On the
top of page of 15 Representative Gordon has House

Resol ution 169. The Lady from Gundy, Representative
Careen CGordon.”
Gordon: "Thank you, M. Speaker, | think. Ladies and Centlenen

of the House, House Resolution 169 urges the Department on
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Aging to do a...bring all the information together on the
different prescription drug progranms that we have in this
st at e. This is done at the request of mnmy health
departments at ny senior citizen centers because they're
finding the information confusing, especially with the new
information that’s com ng out of the Federal Governnent. |

woul d ask for an ‘aye’ vote. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Chair recognizes the GCentleman from
Verm |ion, Representative Bill Black.”
Bl ack: “M. Speaker, in all due respect to the Sponsor, the

Departnment of Aging has been in every one of your offices.
The Departnment of Public Aid has been in every one of your
of fices. | got a three-ring notebook yesterday that nust
wei ght five pounds. The Departnent of Aging is creating a
conprehensive brochure to see how these things all nesh
with Medicaid Part D. They are doing what we' re asking
them to do. Once again, if you wanna sit out here and be
trifled with, be nmy guest. But after you ve been here for
awhile, you re gonna realize what they re doing. Wi | e
you' re out here piddling, they' re back there figuring out
whi ch ways they can cut you every way but | oose.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Peoria, Representative Leitch.”

Lei tch: “The previous speaker’s made sone very inportant
points. This is totally ridiculous and | nove to adjourn.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Excuse ne, Representative Leitch, | was...|
didn’t hear ya. You wanna repeat that for nmy benefit? |
did not hear ya, excuse ne.”
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Leitch: “I nove to adjourn.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you, Representative, we' Il take that
under serious consideration as soon as we can. The

Berri

Gentleman from Peoria has nmade a Mtion to Adjourn and
there will be a Roll Call vote. Al'l those in favor to
adj ourn should vote 'yes'; those opposed to adjourn vote
‘no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all
voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this Bill,
no' . The Mbdtion

fails. The question is, ‘Should we adopt House Resol ution

there are 56 voting 'yes', 59 voting
169 as presented?” Is there any questions, any discussion?
Seei ng none, those in favor of adoption of House Resol ution
should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? M. Cderk, take the record. On
this, there are 102 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', 10
Menmbers voting ‘present’. The Resolution is adopted. On
top of page 15 of the Calendar is House Resolution 170.

Representative Toni Berrios, the Lady from Cook.”

0S: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Resolution 170 would create the Visitation
Task Force. The task force will research the denial of

court-ordered visitation and the negative effects on the
chi | dren. They will also report its findings. I woul d

like a favorable vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Is there any discussion on the adoption of

House Resol ution 170? Representative... The Chair rec... the
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Chair recogni zes t he Gent | eman from Verm |ion,
Representative Bl ack. The question is, *‘Should House

Resolution 170 be adopted? Al those in favor signify by
voting 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Clerk, take the record. On this

Bill, there are 100... on this Resolution, there are 105
Menmbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', 8 Menbers voting
‘“present’. This Resolution 170 is adopted. Page 15 of the
Cal endar, Representative Acevedo has House Resol ution 172.
Qut of the record. On page 15 of the Cal endar,
Representative Dan Burke has House Resolution 177. The

Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Dan Burke.”

Bur ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenmen of the
House. House Reso... House Resolution 177 wll honor
Arerican Indians for their contributions to American
heritage and would declare Septenber 1, 2005, and each
Septenber 1 thereafter to be American Indian Day in the
State of Illinois. I"d ask for the adoption of that
Resol ution. Thanks.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “ls there any discussion on House Resol ution
177? Seeing none, the question is...those in favor of House

Resolution vote 'yes'; those who are opposed vote 'no'.

The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. derk, take
the record. On this Resolution, there are 115 Menbers

voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', O voting ‘present’. And House
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Resol ution 177 is adopted. On page 15 of the Cal endar,

Representati ve Munson has House Resolution 182. The Chair

recogni ze the Lady from Cook, Representative Ruth Minson.”

Munson: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
House. House Resolution 182 wurges the Toll Hi ghway
Authority to work wth travel-oriented enterprises Iike

hotels, restaurants, and gas stations to ensure their
presence to notorists on the toll way by way of the blue

board directional signs and not just limt those signs for

busi nesses located in the oasis. | urge your ‘aye’ vote.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “I's there any discus... is there any
di scussi on on House Resolution 182? Seeing none, those in

favor of its adoption should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote

'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk,
take the record. On this Bill, there are... on this

Resol ution, 113 Menbers are voting 'yes', 3 Mm.. 3 are

voting 'no'. And House Resolution 182 is adopted. Page 15
of the Cal endar, Representative Churchill has House
Resol uti on 186. The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from

Lake, Representative Bob Churchill.”

Churchill: *“Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. This requests the State Board of Education to
conduct a study on the weight of textbooks carried by
school kids in their backpacks.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “lIs there any discussion on House Resol ution
1867 The Chair recognize the Lady from G undy,

Representati ve Careen Gordon.”
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Gor don: "Thank vyou... thank you, M. Speaker. WIIl the Sponsor

yi el d?”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “He indicates he will.”
Gor don: "Representative Churchill, if..if a student was in a

history class studying the changes in Mdicare from the
Federal Governnent and the...they were assigned a book that
all egedly cane from the Illinois Departnent on Aging that
wei ghed approxinmately five pounds, is that sonething that
you would be concerned about that they'd be carrying in

their...in their book bag?”

Churchill: “Well, absolutely.”
Gordon: "Have you..
Churchill: “Yeah, there...there’s no reason why they can’'t take

that book and take it chapter by chapter and give ‘em a
chapter at a tine.”

Gor don: "Okay. Be... because |’ve yet to see this information
so | was just wondering. Thank you. 1..1°'d vote for your
Resol uti on. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no further discussion, all those in
favor of adoption of House Resolution 186 should vote

no'. The voting is open. Have

'yes'; those opposed vote
all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all
voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this Bill,
there are 105... 104 Menbers voting 'yes', 6 voting 'no', 6
voting ‘present’. And House Resolution 186 is adopted.
The bottom of page 15 is House Resolution 188. The Chair
recogni ze the Lady from Chanpaign, Representative Naom

Jakobsson.”
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Jakobsson: “Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resolution 188
requests the Departnent of Transportation to conduct a

conprehensive study on the use of scrap-tire rubber in the

paving practices of the state and all wunits of |ocal
government. Currently, nmarkets that use recycled tires are
conpletely saturated and they cannot absorb | arger
gquantities of the excess. And in order to keep excess
tires out of our landfills...and also, this would help save
taxpayers tens of mllions of dollars in the landfill costs
and road mai ntenance fees. | urge an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognize the Gentleman from

McHenry, Representative Jack Franks.”

Franks: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “She indicates she wll.”

Franks: “Representative, |I’mlooking at this. Wy do we want a
state agency to do a study on this? Aren’'t there already
studi es that are outstandi ng?”

Jakobsson: “Well, | do know that there are states that already
use this and it has been shown that they have been able to

be very successful. And | think that it’s..

Franks: “No, 1.

Jakobsson: “.inportant for us to do this.”

Franks: “No, | agree. | agree. | know that other states are
doing it and it is...it is successful. Gn we borrow their
studies? | just hate to spend that noney.”

Jakobsson: “Well, you know, the state agency can decide to do

that, can just bring in the other studies and...
Franks: “OCkay. Thanks.”
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Jakobsson: “.proceed fromthere.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no further discussion, all those in

favor of the adoption of the Resolution should vote 'yes';

t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted

who w sh? M. Cerk, take the record. On this Modtion

there are 115 voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', 1 voting
‘present’. And House Resolution 188 is adopted. On the
top of page 16 is House Resolution 193. The Chair
recognize the Lady from Cook, Representative Connie
Howar d. ”

Howar d: “Thank you, M. Speaker. | ask that all of vyou
continue to have good thoughts about our colleague, Larry
McKeon, who is hinself facing sone very serious health
chal | enges. This legislation... or this Resolution is so
absolutely inportant to many individuals in our state who
are... who are wthout funds and who need nedication for
those living with AIDS. Pl ease, give us your vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion, all those in favor of
adopti on of House Resolution 193 should vote 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?

M. Cerk, take the record. On this, there are 114 Menbers

voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. And House Resolution 193 is
adopt ed. On page 1... on page 16 of +the Calendar
Representati ve Brosnahan has House Resolution 196. The

Chair recognizes the Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Ji m Brosnahan.”
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Brosnahan: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the

House. House Resolution 196 sinply proclains Novenber 10,
2005, through Novenber 13, 2005, High School Journalism

Days in the State of IIllinois. And 1'd ask that it be
adopted, ask for a favorable Roll Call. Thank you.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion, the question is...al

those in favor of adoption of House Resolution 196 shoul d
vote 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open.

Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Hve
all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this,

there are 114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. And
House Resolution 196 is adopted. Page 16 of the Cal endar,

Representative Paul Froehlich has House Resolution 214.
The Chair recognize the Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Paul Froelich.”

Froehlich: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resolution 214 urges
the Illinois Supreme Court to further judicial training on
the best practices in treating prospective jurors fairly
and discreetly in providing information in open court.
Both the Illinois State Bar Association and the Cook County
Publ i c Def ender’ s Ofice are in support of this
Resol ution.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 214?
Seei ng none, all those in favor of the adoption should vote
"yes'; those opposed say...vote 'no'. The voting is open

Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this,

there are 109 Menbers voting 'yes', 1 voting 'no', 2 voting
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‘present’. And House Resolution 214 is adopted. On page
16 of +the Calendar, Representative Delgado has House
Resol uti on 220. The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative WIIlie Del gado.”

Del gado: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
House Resol ution 220 establishes an 18- nenber Social Wbrker
Medi cai d Rei nbursenent Task Force to study the benefits of
including licensed clinical social workers in all settings
as Medicaid nental health providers. The task force nust
devel op a nethodol ogy for calculating the fiscal inpact of
this change in policy and a plan to inplenent these
services on at least a pilot basis, beginning with nental
health services for Medicaid and KidCare eligible children

And | would ask for your ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 2207
Seeing none, all those in favor of its adoption should vote
"yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all

voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this

there are 115 Menbers are voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', O
voting 'present'. House Resol ution 220 is hereby adopted.
On page 16 of the Cal endar, Representative Gordon has House
Resol uti on 228. The Chair recognize the Lady from G undy,
Represent ati ve Careen Gordon.”

Gordon:  “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen. House
Resol ution 228 would recognize the nonth of March as the
March for Meals Month in honor of the senior Meals On

VWheel s Program There’s a wonderful woman in ny district
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by the name of Gace Smth who runs the Gundy County

Senior Citizens Services Center and does a wonderful job

with this program And | would ask that we recogni ze March

as March for Meals as they do on a national level. Thank
youl ”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resolution

228, all those in favor of its adoption should vote 'yes'

t hose opposed vote 'no
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this, there are
'no' . And House

Resolution 228 is adopted. Page 16 of the Cal endar,

The voting is open. Have all

114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting

Representative Conni e Howard has House Resolution 233. The

Chair recognize the Lady from Cook, Representative Connie

Howar d. ”

Howar d: “Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. Al though this date is
past, | hope that ny colleagues wll consider this
Resol uti on because it’s a very inportant issue. In 2004,

the adult female population in prisons in this state was
2,806, representing a 154 percent increase over the past 10
years. Ei ghty-two percent of wonmen are nothers and al npost
50 percent have children less than 5 years of age. Ve
believe that conmunity-based alternatives to incarceration
for wonmen convicted of nonviolent offenses would allow
children to stay with their nothers while their nothers
recei ve appropriate treatnent. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “ls there any discussion on House Resol ution

233? Seeing none, those in favor of its adoption should
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vote 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'.
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have

all voted who wish? M. Clerk, take the record. On this

The voting is open.

Resol ution, there’'s 113 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting
'"no'. And House Resolution 233 is adopted. On page 16 of
the Calendar, Representative Mathias has House Resol ution
234. And the Chair recognize the GCentleman from Lake,

Representative Sid Mthias.”

Mat hi as: “Thank you...thank you, M. Speaker. W previously had
a Joint Resolution, |1 believe yesterday, on this sane
subject matter, which we passed. This one... basically it
says the sane thing. W urge the U S. Congress to preserve
the Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Program which is very
much needed in our area and to provide for fiscal year 2006
funding. And | ask for your ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resolution
234, the question is...those in favor of its adoption should
vote 'yes'; those opposed 'no'. The voting is open. Have
all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all
voted who wi sh? M. Cerk, take the record. On this,
there are 115 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. House
Resol ution 234 is adopted. On page 16 of the Cal endar,
Representative Beth Coul son has House Resol ution 259. The
Chair recognize the Lady from Cook, Representative Beth
Coul son.”

Coul son: “House Resolution 259 urges continued support and ful

federal funding for the Conmunity Devel opnent Block G ant

Program And | urge an ‘aye’ vote. Thank you.”
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion, the question is...all
those in favor of the Resolution should vote 'yes'; those
opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?
M. Clerk, take the record. On this...on this Resol ution,

116 Menbers are voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. And House
Resolution 259 is adopted. On page 16 is House Resol ution
261. The Chair recognize the Lady from G undy,
Represent ati ve Careen Gordon.”

Gor don: "Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladi es and Gentl enen, House
Resolution 261 would ask that April be know as Sexual
Assault Awareness Mnth in Illinois. The annual canpai gn

for..to ‘Decide to End Sexual Violence’ is also pronoted
during the nonth of April. There was an increase in

anonynous phone calls received by the Attorney Ceneral’s

O fice. In 2... in 2002, they received 8,688 anonynous
contacts, which was a 5 percent increase from the year
bef ore. This is a..a social issue that we continuously
need to keep at the forefront and | would ask for your

favorabl e vote.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 2617?

Seeing none, all those in favor of its adoption should vote

yes'; those opposed vote
all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have al l
voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this

Resol ution, 115 Menbers are voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'.

no'. The voting is open. Have

House Resolution 261 is adopted. At the bottom of page 16,

Representative Jim Myer has House Resolution 262. The
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Chair recognizes the Gentleman from DuPage, Representative

Ji m Meyer.”

Meyer : “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentlenen of the
House. I ndustry clusters are geographic concentrations of
conpet i ng, conpl i nent ary, or i ndependent firms and

i ndustries that do business with each other or have conmon
needs for talent, technology, and infrastructure. House
Resol ution 262 requests the Departnent of Comerce and
Economi ¢ Opportunity to prepare and present a report to the
House detailing the industry clusters in Illinois that
currently exist and that had been identified, the |ocation
of the nenbers of the indu.. identified clusters in
Il'linois, the current or future initiatives of DCEO to
identify industry clusters that have not yet been iden...

identified, and how DCEO tailors any of its prograns and

services to the various industry clusters in Illinois that
currently exist and have been identified. Appreciate a
‘yes’ vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “You’ve heard the explanation on House

Resol ution 262. Ae there any questions? Seeing none, the
question is, ‘Should House Resol ution 262 be adopted? Al
those in favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote

no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,
take the record. On this issue, there are 115 Menbers
no' . And House Resolution 262 is

adopt ed. On page 17 of the Calendar, Representative Tim

voting 'yes', 0 voting
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Schm tz has House Resolution 280. The Chair recognizes the

Gentl eman from Kane, Representative Tim Schmtz.”

Schmtz: *“Thank you, Speaker. The Resolution before us creates
a hundred and eighteen nenber task force which will study
the nental effect that 485 Resolutions has on 118 Menbers
on Menorial Day at 5:35 p.m And | do ask for its
adoption.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “I's there any discussion on Representative

Br adl

Schmtz's House Resolution 280? Seeing none, all those in
favor of its adoption should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote
"no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who wsh? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,
take the record. On this Resolution, there’'s 114 Menbers
voting 'yes', O voting 'no', 1 Menber voting 'present'.
And House Resolution 280 is adopted. Page 17,
Representative Rich Bradl ey has House Resolution 286. And
t he Chair recogni zes t he Gent | eman from Cook
Representative Rich Bradley.”

ey, R: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House.
286 urges the President and Congress to honor the service
of Philippino-Anerican war veterans and direct the Federa
Governnment to inmmediately pay prom sed veterans’ benefits.

Appr eci at e your support.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion, the question is,

“ Shoul d House Resolution 286 be adopted? Al those in

no .

favor signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote
The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. derk, take
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the record. On this Resolution, there’s 114 Menbers voting

'yes', 0 wvoting 'no', 0O voting 'present'. And House
Resolution 286 is hereby adopted. On page 17 of the
Cal endar is House Resolution 291. The Chair recognize the
Gentl eman from W nnebago, Representative Jefferson.”

Jef ferson: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the General
Assenbl y. House Resol ution 291 recognizes May as Nati onal
El ectrical Safety Month. And | nove that we do adopt this
Resol ution.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 2917
Seei ng none, the question is, ‘Should House Resolution 291

be adopted? Al those in favor signify by voting 'yes';

t hose opposed vote 'no'.

voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wish? M. derk, take the record. On this Resol ution,

there’s 113 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting

The voting is open. Have all

no', 0 voting
"present’. And House Resolution 291 is adopted. Also, on
page 17, Representative Jefferson has House Resol ution 299.
The Chair recognize the GCentleman from W nnebago,

Representati ve Chuck Jefferson.”

Jef ferson: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the General
Assenbl y. House Resolution 299 calls attention to sickle
cell anemia, particularly the problem it poses in the

African-Anerican comunity, and urges public and private

entities to inform the public of the effects on Illinois

citizens. And | would nove this Resolution do be adopted.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resolution

299, the question is...all those in favor of its adoption
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should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who wsh?
Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On
this Resolution, there’'s 114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting

"no', 0 voting 'present’'. And House Resolution 299 is
adopt ed. On page 17, Representative Kelly has House
Resol ution 300. Qut of the record. On page 17,

Representative Mauti no has House Resolution 318. The Chair
recogni ze the Gentleman from Bureau, Representative Frank
Maut i no.”

no: “Thank you, M. Speaker. 318 urges the President of
the United States and the Congress of the United States to
extend the Terrorism R sk Insurance Act of 2002. And

appreci ate an ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resolution

318, the question is, ‘Should House Resolution 318 be
adopt ed?’ All those in favor signify by voting 'yes';

t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this Resolution,
115 Menbers are voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', 0 voting
"present’. House Resolution 318 is adopted. M. Chair, on
page 17 of the Calendar.. M. Cerk, on page 17 of the
Cal endar, Representative Mary Flowers has House Resol ution
326. Representative, out of the record or do you wanna
call ... The Chair recognize the Lady from Cook,

Representative Mary Flowers, on House Resol ution 326.~
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Fl ower s: “M. Speaker, | would just urge for the adoption of

House Resolution 326 recognizing Indigent Day (sic-W

Renenber, W Care for Indigent Persons Day in Illinois) for
the State of Illinois.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Are there any questions on House Resol ution

3267 Seeing none, those in favor of the adoption of House
Resol ution 326 should vote 'yes'; those opposed 'no'. The
voting is open. Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wi sh? Have all voted who wsh? M. Cderk, take the
record. On this, there’'s 114 Menbers voting 'yes', O

voting 'no'. And House Resolution 326 is adopted. On page
17 of the Calendar, Representative Mary Flowers also has
House Resol ution 327. The Chair recognize the Lady from
Cook, Representative Mary Flowers.”

Flowers: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Once again, | would like to
urge for the adoption of House Resolution 327 dealing with
Covering (sic-Cover) the Uninsured Week. And | would nove
for the adoption.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing that there are no questions, al

those in favor of the adoption of House Resolution 327

should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wi sh? M. Cderk, take the record. On
this, there are 113 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'

And House Resolution 327 is adopted. On the bottom of page
17, Representative Delgado has House Resolution 333. And
the Chair recognize the Gentleman from Cook, Representative

Wl lie Del gado.”
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Del gado: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
House Resolution 333 recognizes the week of April 25, 2005,
as National Mmnority Cancer Awareness Wek. And | would
ask for your support.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resol ution
333, the question is...all those in favor of its adoption
should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On
this Resolution, there are 114 Menbers voting 'yes', O

voting 'no'. House Resolution 333 is hereby adopted. On
the top of page 18, M. Cderk, is House Resolution 334
The Chair recognize the Lady from DuPage, Representative
Sandy Pi hos.”

Pi hos: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House. This
desi gnat es Septenber, 2005, as Ovarian and Prostate Cancer
Awar eness Mont h. And this Resolution is nmeant to call
attention to ovarian and prostate cancer research, pronote

advocacy, activities, and honor those whose |ives have been

i npacted by these cancers. And | would ask for your
support.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resol ution

334, all those in favor of its adoption should vote 'yes'

t hose opposed vote 'no'. And the voting is open. Have all
voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted
who wsh? M. Cerk, take the record. On this Resolution,
there’s 113 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no'. And House
Resolution 33...334 is hereby declared adopt ed. On page 18
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of the Calendar, Representative Soto has House Resolution

356. And the Chair recognize the Lady from Cook,

Representative Ci ndy Soto.”

Sot o: “Thank you, Speaker. House Resolution 356 creates a
House task force on Hispanic teen pregnancy to study the
rate of pregnancy anong Hispanic teenage girls. | ask a
favorabl e vote. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resolution
356, all those in favor of its adoption should vote 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this Resolution
114 Menbers are voting 'yes', 0 voting 'no', 0 voting
‘present’ . And House Resolution 356...356 is adopted. On
page 18 o the Calendar, Representative Mendoza has House
Resol uti on 359. The Chair recognize the Lady from Cook,
Representati ve Suzana Mendoza.”

Mendoza: “Thank... thank you, M. Speaker. This day has also
gone by...this Resolution sinply recognizes April 30 as E
Dia de los N nos Day, which translated to English neans
Children's Day. It’s a very inportant holiday and it’s a
day that we celebrate in the Mexican comunity. | woul d
ask for your support.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resol ution

359, the question is, ‘Should it be adopted? Al those in

favor should signify by voting 'yes'; those opposed vote
'no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk,
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take the record. On this Resolution, 114 Menbers are
voting 'yes', 0O voting 'no'. And House Resolution 356 is

her eby adopted... House Resolution 359 is hereby adopted.
On page 18 of the Calendar, Representative Bob Pritchard
has House Resolution 364. The Chair recognize the
Gent |l eman from DeKal b, Representative Bob Pritchard.”

Pritchard: “Yes, M. Speaker, this Bill urges the Congress and
the U S. Departnment of egana... Education to go slow and to
study their plans to inplenment a new student record data
system W feel that this would be a violation of
students’ privacy rights and, furthernore, the cost would
be transferred to the institutions and Ilikely on to
students, making costs even nore high and... and difficult
for students. W ask them to not inplenment this new
student record system?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognize the Gentleman from

W nnebago, Representative Sacia.”

Sacia: “M. Speaker, | object to this way of doing all of this.
Can’t we just do it on a Mdition and speed this process up a
little?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative, we wll proceed on the

Oder of Roll Calls verbal wunless it's required for the
rest of the four that we have here. So, Representative
Pritchard on House Resolution 364. Is there a question?
No question on House Resol ution 364. The nov...the Mtion
is ‘Should House Resolution 364 be adopted?” Al those in
favor signify by saying 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In
the opinion of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House
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Resol ution 364 is adopted. On page 18 is House Resolution
368. The Chair recognize the GCentleman from DuPage,
Representative Lee Daniels.”

Daniels: “M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the House. This
urges... this urges hearings on the assignnment of sexual
offenders to long-termcare facilities with the exam nation
of possible solutions.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “lIs there any discussion on House Resol ution
368? Seei ng none, the question 1is, “Should House

Resol ution 368 be adopted? Al those in favor signify by

saying 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of
the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Resolution 368 is
adopt ed. On page 18 of the Calendar is House Resol ution
389. The Chair recognize the Gentleman from Cook
Representative Paul Froehlich.”

Froehlich: "Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resol ution 389 urges
the Illinois EPA to develop a strategy to conprehensively
address the risk of PBTs to human health and to submt the
strategy to the House Environnental Health Commttee for
consideration during the 2006 Legislative Session.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognize the Lady from Cook,
Representati ve Monique Davis. You have your light on. Do
you seek recognition?”

Davis, M: “M. Speaker, | think Representative Pritchard’ s
recommendation that the U S. not keep data on students...is
that correct? That you feel that they are getting too nuch
i nformati on. I would like to be on record as voting
agai nst his Resolution.”

09400062. doc 210



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Journal wll so reflect.”

Davis, M: “Thank you very nuch.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “On the question of House Resol ution 389, no
one seeking recognition. The question is...all those in

favor of its adoption on House Resolution 389 should say

yes'; those opposed say

no'. In the opinion of the Chair
is the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Resolution 389 is
adopt ed. On page 18 of the Calendar, Representative Pat
Verschoore has House Resolution 425. And the Chair
recogni zes the Gentleman from Rock |sland, Representative
Pat Verschoore.”

Verschoore: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladi es and Gentl enen of
t he House. House Resolution 425 creates a task force on
the Uniform Building Code for the purpose of exam ning and
maki ng recomrendations pertaining to the adoption of a
Uniform Building Code for the State of 1llinois. Thi s
Resolution is simlar to one that passed overwhel mngly
| ast year but, due to the overtine Session, the election...
the deadline was extended for 1 year. And | vote for its
adoption. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “I's there any discussion on Resolution 425?
Seei ng none, the question is, ‘Should House Resol ution 425
pass?’ All those in favor of this Resolution nust vote
"yes'; those opposed nust vote 'no'. The voting is open
Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have
all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this
Resolution, there are 87 Menbers voting ‘yes’, 28 voting
‘no’ . And House Resolution 425 is adopted. M. derk,
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returning to the top of page 17 under the Oder of
Resol uti ons, Representative Lang has House Resolution 278.

The Chair recognize the Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Lou Lang.”

Lang: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centlenmen. W' ve all
been hearing recently about the problens of steroids anong
prof essi onal athl etes. House Resolution 3...278 would cre...
create a task force with five Menbers on either side of the

aisle to study steroid use anong high school and college

athletes in the State of |Illinois. | would ask your
support.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “You heard discussion on House Resol ution
278. Those in favor of its adoption should vote 'yes';
t hose opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have all

voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted
who wish? M. Cerk, take the record. On this Resolution,
114 Menbers voted ‘yes’, 0 voting ‘no’ . House Resol ution
278 is adopted. Ladi es and Gentlenmen of the House, we’l
be proceeding to the Supplenental Cal endar #1 on the Order
of Resol utions. This was passed out earlier in the day,
t he Supplenental Calendar. The first order of business on
the Supplenental Calendar on the Order of Resolutions is
House Joint Resolution 56. The Chair recognize the
Gent | eman from W nnebago, Representative Chuck Jefferson.”
Jefferson: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Menbers of the House.
House Re... Joint Resolution 56 urges the President Bush and
the U N Secretary-CGeneral Kofi Annan to recognize the

conflict in the Darfur region of the Sudan as genoci de and
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to intervene. It also wurges President Bush to send
humani tarian aid to Sudan. And | would ask for its

adoption. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “You’ve heard House Joint Resolution 56.
Al'l those in favor of its adoption should say...all those in
favor of the adoption of House Joint Resolution 56 should
say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of the
Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Joint Resolution 56

is adopted. In Supplenmental Calendar is House Joint
Resol ution 59. The Chair recognize the Gentleman from
McLean, Representative Dan Brady. House Joint Resolution

59. Representative Dan Brady.”

Br ady: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentl enen
of the House. House Joint Resolution 59 just sinply
extends the Illinois Donor Authorization Task Force,

enabling it to continue its work.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “I's there any discussion on House Joint
Resol uti on 597 Seeing none, all those in favor of its
adoption should vote 'yes'; all those opposed vote 'no'.
The voting is open. Have all voted who w sh? Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cderk, take
the record. On this Resolution, there’'s 114 Menbers voting

‘yes’, 0 voting ‘no’ . House Joint Resolution 56 (sic-59)
is hereby adopted. On  the Suppl enental Cal endar,
Representative Bell ock. Qut of the record. On the
Suppl enental Cal endar, Representative Franks has House

Resol ution 394. And the Chair recognize the Gentleman from

McHenry, Representative Jack Franks.”
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Franks: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This Resolution is identica
to the one we passed yesterday, House Joint Resol ution 40.
But in the unlikely event that the, | nean...the Senate nay
not call it, this wll allow for an audit of the issue with

the purchase of the prescription drugs, the flu vaccines

that cost the state $2.6 mllion. This wll ask for an
audit on that. 1°d be glad to answer any questions.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Anybody seeking recognition? Seeing none,
the question is...all those in favor of the adoption of the
House Resolution should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote
"no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. derk,
take the record. On this Resolution, 113 Menbers are
voting 'yes', O voting 'no'. And House Resolution 394 is
her eby adopt ed. Suppl enental Cal endar, Representative
Fei genhol tz has House Resol ution 433. Is Re... The Chair
will recognize the Lady from Cook, Representative Sara
Fei genhol tz.”

Fei genhol t z: “Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resolution 433
sinply urges Congress to reauthorize Ryan Wite CARE Act at
the sanme levels and the sanme format wth its current
| anguage for support services and | egal assistance.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “lIs there any discussion on House Resol ution
4337 Seeing not...none, all those in favor of this adoption
should say 'yes'; all those opposed say 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House
Resol ution 433 is hereby adopted. Suppl enent al Cal endar,

Representative Julie Hanbs has House Resolution 436. And
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the Chair recognize the Lady from Cook, Representative
Hanos. ”

Hanos: “Thank you, Ladies and Gentlenmen. This has to do with
the pretty inportant biotechnology industry in the state
that produces hundreds of |obs. And it encourages the
State of Illinois to work cooperatively with the |ocal...
with City of Chicago and others to pronote the biotech
industries big convention that’s conming to Chicago next
spring and to al so make recommendations for future action.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 4367
Seeing none, all those in favor of its adoption should vote
'yes'; those opposed vote 'no’'. The voting is open. Have

all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all

voted who w sh? M. Cderk, take the record. On this

Resolution, there’'s 114 Menbers voting 'yes', 0 voting

'no' . And House Resolution 436 is adopted. On

Suppl enental Cal endar, Representative MIlIner has House

Resol uti on 438. The Chair recognize the Gentlenman from

DuPage, Representative John M|l ner.”

M I I ner: “Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resol ution 438 urges
the developnent of a Ilist by federal agency of safe
charitabl e organizations, including Mislim organizations,

that are safe for all Anericans to contribute to wthout

fear of prosecution and wth an assurance that their

contributions will be used for their intended purposes.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 438?

Seeing none, all those in favor of its adoption shou...

shoul d say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the opinion
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of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Resol ution 438
is adopted. Representative MIllIner also has House
Resol ution 439. The Chair recognize the Gentleman from
DuPage, Representative John Ml lner.”

M I I ner: “Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resolution 439
procl ains June 7, 2005, as National Hunger Awareness Day in
II'linois to help secure additional resources to help end
chil d hunger.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 439?

Seeing none, all those in favor of its adoption should say

yes'; all those opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of the
Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Resol ution 440... 439
is hereby adopted. Suppl enment al Calendar is House
Resol uti on 448. The Chair recognize the GCentleman from
Madi son, Representative Dan Beiser.”

Bei ser: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This Resolution urges the
Federal Communications Conmission to grant a permanent
wai ver of the 11-digit dialing mandate for the 618 region...
area code region and to change its policy on the overlay
area codes. | ask for its adoption.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognize the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Terry Parke.”

Par ke: “When we are finished with this Resolution, wuld you
conme back to ne, please?’

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you. No further questions on House
Resol ution 448? Al those in favor of its adoption should

signify by saying 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the

opinion of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House
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Resolution 448 is adopted. The Chair recognize the
Gent| eman from Cook, Representative Terry Parke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I have an inquiry of the
Chair.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “State your inquiry.”

Par ke: “When we’'re through with all these Resolutions, what is

the intent of the Chair? Do we need to order food or is it
the intent of the Chair to adjourn in the near future? Can
you give us sone direction, please?”’

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative, why don’t you give ne a
m nute. Wit one nonent.”

Parke: “Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Parke, |’ve been told and
inforned that the intent is to adjourn within the hour, but
there will be a commttee schedule com ng out shortly. So,
we will be adjourning within an hour but commttees will be
afterwards. Representative Parke.”

Par ke: “M. Speaker, in the old days when we went into the
eveni ng, the Speaker wusually provided food for us. The
choice was normally chicken or pizza. 1’ve a ta...l haven't
had pizza in a long tine, so... But I’'mglad to see we'll be
out of here in a less than an hour. Thank you for the
courtesy of letting us know what’s going on.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Thank you, Representative Parke. Ckay, on
the bottom of first page of the Supplenmental Calendar is
House Resolution 458. Representative Flider, Gentlenman

from Macon.”
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Flider: "Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentl enen of the
House. House Resolution 458 wurges Congress and the

President to create the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage
Ar ea. The creation of the national heritage area would
give all centrally located counties across the state access
to federal funding to build and inprove recreational and
educational sites relating to Abraham Lincoln. And not
only is this inportant from a historical perspective, but
also from a standpoint of <creating additional tourist

opportunities. 1'd ask for an ‘aye’ vote.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any discussion on House Resolution 458?
Seeing none, all those in favor... The Chair recognize the

Gentl eman from Knox, Representative Don Mffitt.”
Mffitt: “WIIl the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Indicates he will.”

Moffitt: “Representative, can you tell us what areas you d be
talking? | nean, we have different comunities that...that
played a role in...in Abraham Lincoln's life here. W1 I

they all be included? And..and if they’ re not included, is
there any way they can be? Wen | heard you say that they
m ght be able to access sone funds, | would hope we woul d

not be denying any area that...that was, ya know, played a

key role and still has a very historical inportance to the
history of Lincolnin Illlinois.”

Fl i der: "Yes, thank you, Representative. That’s a very good
questi on. Actually, this stens from |l egislation that has

been introduced in the U S Congress by Senator Durbin and

supported by the |Illinois Congressional Delegation and
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consists of about, | think, it's 41 counties that are
listed here, including Knox, which have...are largely known
to have been part of the area in which Lincoln lived and...
and... wor ked and lived.”

Moffitt: “lI appreciate that and I... 1 just thought it was
i nportant that...that, ya know, those that...since you start
talking about the possibility of accessing funds. I
appreci ate your specifying Knox and, of course, the...it’s
the only standing site of the Lincoln/Douglas debate and
some other inportant factors in his life. But is there any
way that those that mght have been overlooked can be
considered if this would really lead to accessing sone

f ederal funds?”

Fl i der: "I would...l would certainly think so, Representative.
If...if in fact, for exanple...what |..what | would suggest
is wth regard to this Resolution... and again, it mrrors
the action that’s going on at the federal |evel. VWhat |
woul d suggest, however, is that if...it’s...and | can read

t hose counties or..

Moffitt: “No, that’s...that’s... that’s fine. If it’s on the
conputer, we can each look it up.”

Flider: "Yes. Right.”

Moffitt: “But | just..l appreciate your indulgence and thank
you for clarifying that. And | would hope we could access
if there’'s sonebody who really had a legitimate historica
role. Thank you very nuch.”

Flider: "You bet. Thank you.”
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no further questions, all those for
the adoption...in favor of the adoption of House Resol ution
458 should say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the
opinion of the Chair, the *‘ayes’ have it. And House
Resol ution 458 is adopted. On page 2 of the Suppl enental
Cal endar, the first Resolution is House Resolution 462.
The Chair recognize the Gentleman from Cook, Representative
Wl lie Del gado.”

Del gado: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
House Resolution 462 creates a task force on access to
benefits and services to thoroughly review and analyze
policies and procedures concerning applications and
determnations of eligibility for cash assistance, food
stanps, and nedical assistance provided under the Illinois
Public Ald Code and the Children's Health |Insurance Program
Act. And | would ask for your ‘aye’ vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Is there any discussion on House Resol ution
4627 Seeing none, all those in favor of its adoption shou...
should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is
open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
Have all voted who wsh? M. Cderk, take the record. On
this Resolution, there’'s 113 Menbers voting ‘yes’, 0 voting
‘no’ . House Resolution 462 is adopted. Second... on the
second... Resolution on the second page of the Oder of
Resol uti ons, House Resolution 463. The Chair recognizes
the Lady from Lake, Representative JoAnn Osnond.”

Gsnond: “Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resol ution 463 nerely
asks that the [Illinois State Toll H ghway Authority
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post pone or cancel their pending plans to nove the toll
pl azas up in the northern end of the toll until a series of
public hearings can be nmade for input fromthe community.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognize the GCentleman from
Cook, Representative John Fritchey.”

Fritchey: “Thank you, Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: *“She indicates she wll.”

Fritchey: “Representative, why would we want to incur the costs
and inefficiency of canceling any and all pending plans for

toll plaza relocation?”

Gsnmond:  “Well, first of all, this cane to our attention about ...
no.. the beginning of it says northeastern |Illinois
transportation. So, it’s...I’monly really truly asking for

themto have public input in ny area, ny district.”

Fritchey: “How many pending plans are there to nove toll plazas
that you' re aware of ?”

Gsnmond:  “I’msorry, | couldn’'t hear you.”

Fritchey: “How many pending plans are there to nove toll
pl azas?”

Gsmond:  “1 don’t know. I..1 was told there’s another one that
Representative Pihos has in her area, also. W' re just
| ooking for public input as to the change of this. This is
nmerely changing it, bringing it fromthe state |ine right
now into the area of G eat Anmerica, Qurnee, Waukegan, that
area that needs to have... it has a heavy congested area
right now And we’'re hoping that they will be able to | ook
at a different fornmula, maybe noving it further south. So,
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we're asking ‘“emto stop what they' re doing right now and

get sone public input.”
Fritchey: “Wre there public hearings |eading up to this?”

Gsnond:  “I’msorry, again, | didn't hear.”

Fritchey: “Were... were there any public hearing leading up to
t hi s?”

Gsmond: “We have not had any public hearings, no. W’ve had a

nmeeting with the Tollway Authority.”

Fritchey: “Q..okay. Thank you.”

Gsnmond:  “Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognize the Gentleman from
Lake, Representative Ed Sullivan.”

Sul |'i van: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and GCentl enen. I
rise in support of this legislation...or this Resolution, I
shoul d say. The effect of this, one, we haven't been
consulted on... on what’s going on. So, you have nmany
Legislative Leaders up there that really do not see an
advance copy of what they want to do. Two, by doing this,
we’'re gonna have a trenmendous effect on the |ocal road
infrastructure that we already don't have the |oca
infrastructure to...to begin wth. So, we need to study
this alittle bit further, what is gonna be the effects and
how s it gonna affect our.. not only our economny, but our
| ocal road infrastructure. So, I...1 would ask anyone to...
everyone to vote for this House Resol ution.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no further discussion, dl those in
favor of the adoption of House Resolution 463 should vote

yes'; those opposed vote 'no'. The voting is open. Have

09400062. doc 222



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all

voted who w sh? M. derk, take the record. On this

yes', 15 voting

Resolution, there are 97 Menbers voting

‘no’, 1 voting ‘present’. And House Resolution 463 is
her eby adopt ed. On the Oder of Resolutions is House
Resol ution 476. The Chair recognize the Gentleman from

Randol ph, Representative Dan Reitz.”

Reitz: “Thank you, M. Speaker. House Resolution 476
establishes the Abraham Linc... Lincoln Medal of Freedom to
recogni ze the service of nenbers of the Illinois National
Guard who are nobilized in support of our global war on
terrorism”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Is there anyone discuss...is anyone seeking
di scussion on House Resolution 4767? Seeing not, the
guestion is...all those in favor of its adoption should vote

no .

yes'; those opposed vote The voting is open. Have
all voted who wish? Have all voted who wish? Have all
voted who w sh? M. Cderk, take the record. On this

Resolution, there are 109 Menbers voting ‘yes’, 0 voting

‘no’ . And Resolution 4... House Resolution 476 is hereby
adopt ed. On the Order of Resolutions, Representative Dan
Bur ke has House Resol ution 491. The Chair recognizes the
Gentl eman from Cook, Representative Dan Burke.”

Burke: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. House Resolution 491 proclains the week of
Septenber 25 to QOctober 1, 2005, be called Slovak Catholic
Sokol Week. And I'd ask for the Body's favorable consid...

consi deration.”
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing as no one is seeking recognition,
all those in favor of the adoption of House Resolution 491
shoul d say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the opinion
of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Resol ution 491
is adopted. Onh the Oder of Resolutions 1is House
Resol ution 491. The Chair recognizes the Lady from Cook

Representative Suzi Bassi.”

Bassi: “Thank you, M. Speaker. For...House Resol ution 492.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “492. 492. Thank you, Representative.”
Bassi : “And this is... cones from the Illinois Hospice and

Palliative Care Oganization which is asking that we
proclaim Septenber 2005 as Pain Managenent Mnth in

II'linois to encourage all citizens to be understanding and

conpassionate towards those in pain. And | ask for an
‘aye’ vote.”’
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing as no one is seeking recognition

all those in favor of adoption of House Resolution 492
shoul d say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the opinion
of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House Resolution 492
is adopted. Representative Bassi has... also has House
Resol ution 493. The Chair recogni ze Representative Bassi.”
Bassi: “Thank you, M. Speaker. We would like to proclaimthat
Novenmber 2005 be Hospice Mdnth in Illinois and encourage
all citizens to be very aware of the many great services
of ... provided by the Illinois Hospice and Palliative Care
Organi zation with regard to end-of-life issues. And | ask

for your support.”
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “All those in favor of adoption of House
Resol ution 493 should say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'.
In the opinion of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And House
Resolution 493 is adopted. House Resolution 502.
Representati ve Karen May.”

May: “Yes, M. Speaker, Ladies and Centleman of the House.
This Resolution urges the Departnent of Children and Famly
Services to prepare a report on post-adoptive services
available in Illinois, especially for subsidized adoption
of wards of the state and those with special needs. DC..

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Lady seeks adoption of House Resolution

502. All those in favor signify by saying 'yes'; those

opposed 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the 'ayes’ have
it. House Resolution 502 is adopted. House Resol ution
527. Representative Dan Beiser, Gentleman from Macon...
Madi son.”

Bei ser: “Thank you, M. Speaker. This Resolution urges the
Federal Conmuni cations Conmi ssion to provide a waiver from
i npl ementing the new 730 area code for current telephone
subscribers and to restrict the inplenentation of that area
code to new w rel ess tel ephone custoners in the 618 overl ay
who have not exercised their portability option. | ask for
its adoption.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Seeing no discussion on House Resolution
527, all those in favor of its adoption should say 'yes';

t hose opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair is the
‘ayes’ have it. And House Resolution 527 is adopted.

Continuing on the Oder of Resolutions, we have Senate
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Joi nt Resol ution #9. Senate Joint Resolution #9. The
Chair recognizes the GCentleman from Cook, Representative
WIIl Davis.”

Davis, W: *“Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Joint Resolution 9

sinmply urges the Departnent of Human Services to keep the
Tinley Park Mental Health Center open wunless a new
DHS- operator or state-operated inpatient nental health
center is opened in the Chicago Southland region.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Any di scussion on Senate Joint Resolution

9? Seeing none, all those in favor of its adoption should

say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of the
Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And Senate Joint Resolution 9
i s hereby adopt ed. The Chair recognizes, on Senate Joint

Resolution 10, the Gentleman from Wite, Representative

Phel ps.”

Phel ps: “Thank you, M. Speaker, Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. Senate Joint Resolution 10 nanes the first Saturday
in June, Illinois Main Street Day in Illinois. Ask for it
to be adopted.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “All those in favor of Senate Joint
Resol ution #10's adoption should signify by saying 'yes';
t hose opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes’ have it. And Senate Joint Resolution 10 is hereby
adopt ed. Representative Fritchey has Senate Joint
Resol ution 14. The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative John Fritchey.”

Fritchey: “It’s a good Resolution. | support it’'s passage.
Thank you.”
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “All those in favor of the adoption of House

(sic-Senate) Joint Resolution 14 signify by saying 'yes';

t hose opposed say 'no'. In the opinion of the Chair, the
‘ayes’ have it. And Senate Joint Resolution 14 is hereby
decl ar ed passed. Senat e Joi nt Resol ution 20.

Representative Karen Yarbrough, Lady from Cook. Qut of the
record. Senate Joint Resolution 38. Representative John
M Il ner, the Gentleman from DuPage.”

M I I ner: “Senate Joint Resolution 38 renanes the Tri-County
State Park |ocated in DuPage, Kane, and Cook counties as
the Janes ‘Pate’ Philip State Park and designates the
park's visitor's center as the James ‘Pate’ Philip State
Park Visitor Center.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Chair recognize the Gentleman from DuPage,
Representative Jim Meyer. This...this will be a Roll Call.
There w | be a Roll Cal | on this Resol uti on.
Representative Meyer, do you seek recognition? The
guestion is...those in favor of the adoption of Sol...Senate

Joint Resolution 38 should vote 'yes'; those opposed vote

no'. The voting is open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have
all voted who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all
voted who wi sh? Have all voted who wish? M. Cerk, take
the record. On this Resolution, there are 86 Menbers
voting ‘yes’, 15 voting ‘no’, 11 voting ‘present’. And
Senate Joint Resolution 38 is hereby declared adopted. On
the third page of the Oder of Resolutions is Senate Joint

Resol ution 41. The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
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Lake, Representative Ed WAshi ngton, on Senate Joint
Resol ution #41.”

Washi ngt on: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Senate Joint Resolution
41 urges Congress to take all steps and necessary neans to
appropriate necessary points for Inpact Aid and Inpact Aid
suppl enent funding to the Departnent of Education and the
Departnment of Defense to ensure that the children of
mlitary famlies attending |ocal public schools receive
the sane | evel of educational opportunities avail able.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “No one seeking recognition, the question
is...all those in favor of the adoption of Senate Joint
Resol ution 41 should say 'yes'; those opposed say 'no’'. In
the opinion of the Chair, the ‘ayes’ have it. And Senate
Joint Resolution 41 is hereby adopted. Last order of
business, on the Order of Resolutions, is Senate Joint
Resol ution 45. The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Calvin G es, on Senate Joint
Resol ution 45. Representative Gles.”

Gles: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Ladies and Gentlenen of the
House. I encourage this Body to accept the report on the
wai vers of School Code mandates filed by the State Board of
Education to determ ne should the report should be approved
in whole or in part. This Body has to approve the actual
recommendation from the State Board of.. of Education in
whi ch the... both chanbers agreed on certain waivers to be
approved and di sapproved. There were sone waivers that
were not approved and there were sone that were...there were

some wai vers approved. There were sonme that was deni ed.
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There were sonme wai vers approved for only 1 year. |[If we do
not pass this Resolution then all of the waiver requests
will be granted. So, M. Speaker, | urge that we approve
Senat e Joi nt Resol ution 45.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: The Chair recognizes the GCentleman from

Crawford, Representative Roger Eddy.”

Eddy: “Thank you very nuch, M. Speaker. WII| the Resolution
Sponsor yield for sone questions?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Indicates he will.”

Eddy: “Thank you. Representative, we had a discussion

regarding this process again in commttee this norning.
And 1 ...l support the Resolution only because to deny this
would be to allow a further extension of sonme of the
wai vers that are being granted in this legisla...or in this

Resol ution.”

Gles: “That’'s correct.”
Eddy: “I want the Body to understand, though, what they're
voting on here. In this year’s waiver report, there are 16

requests to allow an increase in the driver’s education

f ee. So, you are all voting for a fee increase in the
driver’s education fee structure. This year t he
recoormended top fee is $500. The existing driver’s

education fee cap is $50. Because we cannot...the way that
the...the Resolution structure works, we cannot individually
reject any of these whether we want to or we don’t. By the
time we vote on these, we have to approve the Resol ution,
t hereby approving things |I'm sure many of you would not
vote on. Exanpl e nunber two, a school district... Hollis

09400062. doc 229



STATE OF ILLINO S
94t h GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES
TRANSCRI PTI ON DEBATE

62nd Legi sl ative Day 5/ 30/ 2005

Community School District 328 is being allowed a waiver for
1 year that would not require themto charge 110 percent of
the tuition for an out-of-district student to attend their
school s. They’re being allowed by waiver to only charge
between 21 hundred and 26 hundred dollars for an out-of-
district student to attend when their tuition is over $12
t housand. The waiver process is being used in order for
certain districts to evade the intent of certain rules and
laws, and we’'re a part of that. It’s a bad system It
puts us in a position where we end up on voting for waivers
that are sinply allowed by Senate Sponsors. By the tine we
get those waivers, we have no choice. Again, | understand
we have to do this, Representative, but it’s high tine that
this Body becanme a little nore responsible in this process
for the votes that we’re making. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Kevin MCarthy.”

McCarthy: “Thank you, M. Speaker. WII| the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Indicates he will.”

McCart hy: “Representative Gles, there's a.. there's two
different waivers that were approved for 1 year but denied
for future years, one was Cook County Blue Island School
District 130. It has to do wth substitute teachers.
Could you tell nme what that waiver was for?”

Gles: “Representative, if you can give nme one nonent for ne to
| ook it up. I do know historically that particular waiver
request has always been deni ed. This particular tinme a
Menber in the Senate, as a matter of fact, the Chair of the
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El ementary & Secondary Education Conmttee in the Senate,
allow or nmade recommendation for 1 year approval of that
particul ar waiver.”

McCart hy: “But what... but what is the waiver? | nean, is it...
are they noncertified or is it a waiver of them receiving
pension benefits? I nmean, it just says waiver for
substitute teachers..

Gles: “No, it’s a waiver for substitute teachers.”

McCart hy: “l understand that, but for what... what for the
substitute teachers?”

G | es: “I'nitially, Representative, it was a 5-year request for
the renewer (sic-renewer) to allow the school district to
enpl oy substitute teacher for nore than 90 days in one
school year. | believe what happened in this particular
situation, the school district wanted another 5-year
request and so the Senate Sponsor, along with the Chair of
the Elenmentary & Secondary Education Commttee, reconmend a
one-year for this particular waiver.”

McCart hy: “I"'m still mxed up, though. You' re saying that
substitute teachers could teach nore than 90 days, is that...
is that the.. we're allowwng them to teach nore than 90
days?”

Gles: “That's correct.”

McCarthy: “But...l thought...l thought..

Gles: “No. No.”

McCarthy: “.we always allowed..

Gles: “What has happened... the waiver request is to allow

school district to enploy a substitute teacher for nore
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than 90 days. They ask for a 5-year request to do this.
It was denied and recommendati on was nmade for 1 year.”

McCart hy: “Allow them to work 90 days and still get what? |
don't...1 nean, there are sone substitutes that are called
FTBs that are basically... they alnost work the full a

hundred and ei ghty days. So, is this to let them work 90
days, like, and still get their full pension benefit? O
is it...1 mean, | can’'t believe it's just to let them work
nmore than 90 days, ‘cause there’s a lot of subs who work
nore than 90 days.”

Gles: “Yeah.’

McCarthy: “But this is..

Gles: “lIt’s...it’s 90 days in...in one particular position.”

McCarthy: “N nety continuous days?”

Gles: “That's correct.”

McCart hy: “So, is it the Teacher Association would be against
that then because they think you should hire a full-tine
person rather than..

Gles: “Yes, they would be, Repres... RRepresentative. Yes, they
woul d be.”

McCart hy: “Okay, so this is really a bad policy to allow this
to go on because if they can go 90 days then they could
leave in the mddle of the year and we’'re al nbst assuring
our kids of having two or nore teachers during the course
of one school year, where we told the district you can't do
this 90 days in a row and, you know, go out there and hire
a person if that's what you need. | nmean, | know where

Blue Island is. It seenms |like there should be enough
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teachers in our area and so, | think...l think that’'s rea
bad public policy. Do you know if the other school

district that got the waiver for substitute teachers is the
exact sane thing?”

G les: “Yes, there were two particular school district. One
was Freeport School District 145.”

McCart hy: “All right. And then the Gavin School District in
Lake, | suppose they wanted to reduce their physical
educati on?”

Gles: “No, this particular waiver request, they wanted to
extend the 90 days as well.”

McCart hy: “All right, | know that on the substitute teacher.
But on Gavin School District, the physical education
wai ver, what was that?”

Gles: “I'msorry, |..1 couldn’t hear. \Which...which particul ar
wai ver are you...your aski ng about ?”

McCarthy: *“Gavin School District 17 in Lake County.”

Gles: “Yes. Yes, that’'s correct. They wanted to...I'’mtrying

to see if | have a reason here.”

McCarthy: “All right. 1..1 just think it’s a bad..
Gles: “Could you please re..
McCarthy: “I nean, | don't...1 don’'t blane you, Representative.

| just think it’s a bad... We do this year after year and I
al ways go home and always wsh | didn't vote for it. So,
"1l just vote ‘no’ and | think we really do need to
reexamne this process.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
DeKal b, Representative Bob Pritchard.”
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Pritchard: *“Yes, M. Speaker, would the Sponsor yield?”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “He indicates he wll.”
Pritchard: “Representative Gles, the...has the commttee had a

voice in determning the contents of this Resol ution?”

G les: “I"’'m sorry, Representative, could you repeat the
question. | can't...l couldn’t hear you.”
Pritchard: “l asked if the Education Commttee has had a voice

in evaluating the contents of this Resolution.”

Gles: “Representative, yes, they have had sone voice, but as...
as wha...what was expressed in conmttee, | think one of the
previ ous speaker spoke best, there’'s a lot of frustration
in the process in which these waiver requests are approved
or di sapproved.”

Pritchard: “Could you share with this Body what the Elenentary
& Secondary Education Committee is planning to do to give
the House a greater voice in this process?”

Gles: “Yes, thank you, Representative. | was gonna make those
remarks in close. But I...1 think what has to happen in
this particular processes, because we go through this every
year, is that | know over the summer we wll have sone
hearings to sit down and to review this whole process of
t he approval and denial of waivers. To see if we can cone
up with a nore...a fairer process in which both chanbers
have equal powers to be able to nmeke recomendation and
suggest whi ch wai ver should be approved or disapproved. So
we intend on having sonme hearings to invite, especially,

the Legislators that have some concerns about this process
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and sone of the educational organizations that have sone
very deep concerns about the process.”

Pritchard: “Yes, M. Speaker, to the Bill.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “To the Bill.”

Pritchard: “I would ask ny colleagues in the House to support
the Chair of the Education Conmttee in this process. I
think we really lack a voice in this process. |"ve had a
district that asked for a waiver and | think it would
i nprove the education of our district. I[t’s shown in what
they have done to date would inprove education. But we

didn’t get an opportunity to weigh in on this and what the

Senate has proposed for us in this Bill. | think we need a
| arger voice and | am going to vote ‘no’ for this Bill and
| urge you to consider the weight of this issue. Thank
you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Bob Rita.”

Rita: “WIIl the Sponsor yield?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Indicates he will.”

Rita: “Hey, could you explain... District 130 is one of ny
districts | rep...represent. | don’t quite understand your

expl anati on that you gave about District 130 and their stu...
substitutes.”

G les: “Well, Representative, | would definitely, for 130, to
talk to your Senator about the actual reasoning why...

Rita: “Was...was this put in by ny Senator?”
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G| es: “Yes, it was suggestions that was made by your Senator
and the Senate of the...the Chairperson of the Senate of the
El enentary & Secondary Education Conmittee.”

Rita: “And do you know which...were...were there lack in...that...
that they would wanna extend this on the substitutes?
Whi ch area? English, math, science?”

Gles: “I..I could not tell you at this tinme. | could not give
you an educated guess at this time. But | would definitely
talk to your Senator about the actual matter.”

Rita: “Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognize the Gentleman from Lee,
Representative Jerry Mtchell.”

Mtchell, J.: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Ladi es and Gentl enen,
you gotta understand, we go through this every year and it
is very frustrating. | wasn’t gonna say anything this year
but Representative MCarthy says that he’s not happy wth
the way the Resolution read and he’'s gonna vote ‘no’.
Well, that particular waiver was a request for 5 years.
They limted it to 1 year. So, if you vote ‘no’ then the
wai ver is granted and it’'ll be there for 5 years. So, you
gotta be careful as to how you vote. If you think it’s a

bad idea, you gotta make sure that your ‘yes’ vote denies
it because a ‘yes’ vote denies the waivers. If you vote
‘no’, you're granting all the waivers. Now, granted there
are waivers out there that | don't think should ve been
granted. They're already granted because the Senate didn’t
put them in the hopper. That’s the frustration that

Representative Gles and | both share. W never get the
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opportunity to say, ‘This is a bad waiver. It shouldn’t be
al | owed.”’ W can only vote on the ones that the Senate
sends us. You vote up or down. If you vote ‘yes’, it
denies it. |If you vote ‘no’, it allows it. |In the case of
the... the waiver for substitutes, | agree, it shouldn't be
in there, but it’'s only in there for 1 year. If you vote

‘no’ and defeat this Resolution, then it's there for 5

years. So, think about your vote. A ‘yes’ is a ‘no’, a
‘no’ is a ‘yes’. Thank you.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Gles to close on Hou...

Senate Joint Resolution 45. Calvin.”

Gles: “Thank you. Let ne, if...if | may, take a mnute to try
to explain a little further. Representative Mtchell is
correct. We’ ve... for years we have had problens with this
process in trying to wunderstand the process. And the
| anguage of the process confuses us. If we...if we vote
‘yes’ then what we do is disapprove sone of the waivers

requests, and also we do approve sonme of the waiver

requests that has been brought to us by the Senate. But

t he actual process is sonmewhat flawed because you have one

chanber in the Legislature dictates what we vote on, what

we approve and what we disapprove. And so, that's...that’s
the inequity of this process is that you have one chanber
dictates to the other chanber. And that’s sonething that

we’'re gonna try to address this sunmmer. Representati ve
McCarthy, you're correct. You have a right to be
frustrated. You have a right to not to want to accept.

But once again, as Representative Mtchell just stated, if
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the initial request...in your particular situation, it was a

5-year. So if you vote ‘no’ on this particular Resolution
here, then that school district wll get 5-year waiver
instead of a 1-year. It was anended to 1-year. So, we

have to be caref ul

about what we do here and...and to do the

right thing. There has been sone agreenent with the actual

wai ver request

t hat

we have before us with the Senate and

we have... we have truly tried to address sone of the

Representati ves’
Senate dictates what we do in this chanber.
for us to do what
‘yes’ on this Resolution and therefore the
will carry forth

Speaker Lyons, J.:

Resol uti on 45,

Resol ution should vote ‘yes’;

voting is open.

concer ns. But nostly,

Thank you, M. Speaker.”

we supposed to do today,

once again, the

So, in order
we nust vote

recommendati on

“After further discussion on Senate Joint

al | those in favor of

adopting this

those opposed vote ‘no’. The
Have all voted who w sh?

Have all voted

who w sh? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who

W sh? Representative Sullivan. M .

record. On this Resolution

yes’, 25 voting

Resolution 45 is hereby passed. M. derk,

Clerk Mahoney:

Chairperson from the Committee on

following |egislative neasures and/or

were referred,
sane back wth

for floor consideration' is Anendnent #2

action taken on My 30,

"Representative Bar bar a

no’, 1 voting °‘present’

Rul es,
Joi nt

Clerk, take the
there are 88 Menbers voting

Senate Joi nt

Rul es Report.”

Fl ynn Curri e,
to which the
Action Motions

2005, reported the

the follow ng recomendation/s: 'approved
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1625; on the Order of Concurrence, approved is a ‘Mtion to

Concur' with Senate Anmendnent #1 to House Bill 227; and a
"Motion to Concur' with Senate Anendnent #1 to House Bill

2451.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Barbara Flynn Currie for a
Moti on.”

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | nove
to suspend the posting requirenent so that Senate Bill 572
can be heard in Executive, Senate Bill 955 in...in Child

Support, Senate... Senate Joint Resolution 34 in Adoption
Reform Senate Joint Resolution 48 in State Governnent
Adm ni stration, so that the subject matter of the fiscal
06 budget can be heard in Elenentary & Secondary
Appropri ations, Appropri ati ons- Gener al Servi ces,
Appropriations-Public Safety, Appropriations-H gher Ed, and

Appropriations- Human Services, and Anendnent 2 to Senate

Bill 90 in Public Utilities, in the Executive Conmttee,
Amendnents 2 to Senate Bills 998, 661, and 1815,
and in J-11, Anmendnent 2 to Senate Bill 92, and Senate Bil

334 in State Government Adm nistration.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “You ve heard the Lady's Mdtion. The Chair
recogni zes the Gentleman from Cook, Representative Terry
Par ke.”

Par ke: “Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. W have a problem with
this because we just got the BIMP Bills and our staff need
nmore tinme before we’'re gonna be willing to waive the rules.
So, until...mybe ya better stand at ease for a nonment until

you can talk to our people, ‘cause we don’t know that...we
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think we need nore tine before we do this. We object to
the Lady’'s Motion.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Currie.”

Curri e: “Thank you, Speaker and Menbers of the House. | do
appreciate the concern that’s been raised by ny colleague
just... just now. | guess | would say that we're... we're
running out of time. The proposals that are in these Bills
have been discussed anong the four Leaders and the
Governor’s O fice. | think there will be tine for you to
anal yze any changes that have been nmade, but this is not...
not brand new ideas. It’s stuff that’s been around nuch of
the Session and | think that you wll have plenty of
opportunity to analyze and to consider before we would cone
to consider these neasures before the full House. So, al
we’'re doing is trying to nmake sure that there is a full
hearing in conmttee this evening and then tonorrow we wl|
be in a position to take up the...the propositions on Second

and Third. So... and while | appreciate what your concern
is, | think the reality is you know what's in these
measur es. You' ve seen what’'s in these neasures. And |

think it’s perfectly legitimate to nove them along at this

particul ar nonment, the 30th of My.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Parke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. Do these Bills currently
appear on the Cal endar?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Currie.”

Parke: “Is the...is the Mdtion on the Cal endar?”

Currie: “The Motion | do not believe is on the Cal endar.”
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Par ke: “I'f | could just respectfully suggest that at this
nonment, we object under Rule 22...22(i) and ask respectfully
that the two Leaders might want to talk and hold us at ease
for time being until they talk. Because we have a...we're
concerned about this.”

Curri e: “Representa... Representative, | appreciate your... your
punctiliousness, your concern for procedure and for detail.
| am happy to report that while that Mtion was not in
witing, it is nowin witing. And | think that we wll be
abl e soon to proceed.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative MIIlner.”

M I I ner: “Thank you, M. Speaker and Menbers of the House.
Tonight, there’'s a farewell party for Senator Kay Wj ciKk.
Everybody here is invited. It starts after 7 p.m at the
Pasfield House on Pasfield over there and you' re al
wel cone to be there. And in fact, we hope to see you al
there. Thank you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative... Representative Jim Myer,
Gentl eman from DuPage.”

Meyer : “l have a speaker of the Sponsor of whatever this
Amendnent ...or this Mtion is.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Repre... Representative Myer, could you
state your point again, please?”

Meyer: “I...1 said | have a question of the Sponsor of whatever
this Mdtion is that’s being filed.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Currie.”

Curri e: “Representative, | didn't hear the question ‘cause |
was busy witing nmy Motion at the well.”
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Meyer : “l1 didn't ask the question because | realized you
woul dn’t be able to hear it. My question, Representative,

is you indicated as you were discussing this wth
Represent ati ve... anot her Representative here that we already
knew what was in these Amendnents because it’d been... they
had been discussed before and none of the ideas were new
My question is this. Do we know...are you saying that we

know specifically what’s in each Anendnent or do we know a

laundry |ist of possible things that could be in this
Amendnent ?”

Currie: “I think..

Meyer : “And how do we know what is actually in the Anmendnent
until we have a cha...our staff has a chance to sit down and
go through it? And that’'s all we're asking for, 1is
fairness.”

Currie: “Ri ght . And | think you will have tine to do that.

The point I was making was that, with respect to the budget
i npl enentation Bills, there had nmany di scussions anong the
four Leaders and the Governor’s O fice as to what mght be
enconpassed in these three Bills. And if there have been
changes since the nost recent discussion, nmy guess is that
they would be easily conpassed by your crack staff and I
don’t even know that any significant changes have been

made. So, | think your staff will be famliar..

Meyer: “Well, certainly..

Currie: “.wth the..with the..
Meyer : “.as a Menber and... and other Menbers serve on the
comrittees that these Anendnments will go to, |...1 believe
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it’s fair that we have tinme in which our staff can take a
| ook at what exactly is in that, along with the Menbers, so
that when we go to the comittee to.. to hear these
Amendnents that we're at |east educated in ternms of what's
in the 1legislation. Normal ly, that... that tinme would be
given to us and | don’t understand why there’s a rush now.

We... we spent nunerous hours this afternoon dealing wth
things that we could ve dealt with in one vote. There
could’ve been a tine when the staff was available if we
woul d’ve just stood at ease so that they could ve been a
part of this conversation. There could ve been a tinme when
the Leaders were, if we would ve stood at ease, available
for this type of conversation so we could ve gone to the
committees with the know edge of what was in it, if not in
fact, agreed Anendnents.”

Currie: “Well, Representative, again, | think the issue is only
about the three budget inplenentation Bills. And as | say,
| think you will find great security as you...and |I’'m sure
your staff is already, even as you and | speak, beginning
to |l ook at those itens.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Myer.”

Meyer : “Yes, M. Speaker, | nove to adjourn the House. And I
woul d I'ike to have a verification of the vote.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Ladies and Gentlenen, a Mdtion has been
made to adjourn by Representative Meyer, which is in order
The question is, ‘Should the House adjourn? Al those in

favor vote ‘yes’, all opposed vote ‘no’. The voting is

open. Have all voted who wi sh? Have all voted who w sh?
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Have all voted who wish? M. derk, take the record. O

this question, 51 Menbers voted ‘yes’, 63 Mnbers voted
‘no’. And the Motion fails. The Gentl eman has asked for a

verification. M. Meyer, again, |.. 1 apologize for the
fact to the call the question is failing before the
verification Mtion was honored. So, therefore, we wll
dunmp this Roll Call and mneke another... we’'ll redo the
guesti on. Al those in favor of..to adjourn should vote

yes’ ...he... Representative Myer asked for verification and
before | called the question as the Mdtion failed. And I
was told by the Cerk that we have to recall the Bill

because |...the... the... If you wish to renew your Mbdtion,
we'll recall the question. And then before | <call the
final decision, we will..we wll honor your request for the

verification. Representative Myer.”
Meyer: “M. Speaker, 1...1 nove the House adjourn and | ask for

a verification of the ‘noes’.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Your request will be answered. So, we wll
once again call the question. There’s a Mdtion for the
House to be adjourned. All those in favor vote ‘yes’;

those opposed ‘no’. The voting is open. Have all voted
who wish? Have all voted who w sh? Have all voted who
wish? M. Cerk, take the record. Representative Myer is

within his right to ask for verification and the Cerk wll

call.. go through the Roll Call for those voting in the
negative.”
Clerk Bolin: "A poll of those voting in the negative: Acevedo,

Bai | ey, Bei ser, Berri os, Bol and, John Bradl ey, Ri ch
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Bradl ey, Brosnahan, Burke, Chapa LaVia, Chavez, Collins,
Currie, D Am co, Mnique Davis, WII Davis, Delgado, Dugan,
Dunki n, Feigenholtz, Flider, Flowers, Franks, Fritchey,
Gles, Gordon, Gaham Ganberg, Hanps, Hannig, Hoffnman,
Hol br ook, Howard, Jakobsson, Jefferson, Lou Jones, Joyce
Kelly, Lang, Joseph Lyons, Mautino, May, MCarthy, MGQuire,
Mendoza, Mller, Mdlaro, Nekritz, Osterman, Patterson
Phel ps, Reitz, Rita, Ryg, Scully, Smth, Soto, Turner,
Ver schoor e, Washi ngt on, Yar br ough, Younge, and M .

Speaker.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “M. Myer.”

Meyer : “Thank you, M. Speaker. Is Representative Colvin in
t he chanber ?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Marlow Colvin is not... has

not voted in the negative.”

Meyer : “l...1’'msorry, I|..it’s late in the day and ny bifocals
aren’t adjusting between the colums there. kay, well
[l withdraw that at this point.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The request for verification has been
withdrawn. On this question, there were 51 Menbers voting
‘yes’, 63 Menbers voting ‘no’. And the Mtion fails. The

Chair recognize the Gentleman from Cook, Representative Art

Turner.”
Tur ner: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I'’d like the record to
reflect... because | have served wth this fine, great

Gentl eman and |’ve known him ov...over the years and sonehow

my button was inadvertently pushed for a ‘no vote on
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Senate Joint Resolution 38. I’d like to...the record to
reflect that I would ve voted ‘yes’ on that Resol ution.”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Journal wll so reflect. The Chair
recogni ze Representative Rich Bradley. For what reason do

you seek recognition, Representative?”’

Bradley, R : “For the purpose of an announcenent, the Commttee
on Personnel and Pensions today has been cancel ed.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “For the purpose of an announcenent, the
Chair recognize the Lady from Cook, Representative Connie
Howar d, on your announcenent for your meeti ng.
Representative.”

Howar d: “Yes, thank you, M. Speaker. The COAL schol arship
commttee will nmneet one hour earlier than 8:30. So, at
7:30 at the Quality Inn, please cone to the |obby. Thank

you.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognizes Representative Currie
for Suppl enental Cal endar #2.~

Currie: “Thank you, Speaker. | renew ny Mdtion to waive the
posting requirenents so that the itens on that |ist, which
| read earlier, can be heard in various conmttees. The...
the itens are Senate Bills 572, 95, 334, 661 with Floor
Amendnent 1, 998 with Floor Amendnent 2, 1815 wth Floor
Anendnent 2, 90 with Floor Anmendnent 2, 92 wth Floor
Amendnent 2, Senate Joint Resolutions 34 and 48, and
subj ect mat t er of the 06 appropriations in the
Appropriations Committees. The Mdtion is in witing and

it’s on the Cal endar.”
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Speaker Lyons, J.: “The Chair recognizes the Gentleman from
Cook, Representative Terry Parke.”

Parke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. I...1 would like a ruling from
the Chair as to how many votes does it take to object to
the Mo...Lady’'s Mdtion on Bills and how many votes does it
take for the Lady’s WMtion on Resolutions and Floor
Amendnent s?”

Parl i ament ari an Uhe: “Representative Parke, on behalf of the
Speaker, Representative Currie’s Mtion requires 60 votes
for the suspension of posting requirenents for all of the
measures identified in her witten Mtion.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Parke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker. It is our understanding that
on Fl oor Anmendnents and on Resolution, it takes 1 hour...up
to 1 hour...it is...71 votes. Could the parlianmentarian see
if that is in fact correct?”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “M. Cderk, in answer to Representative

Parke’s inquiry, what tine were the Amendnents posted?”

Clerk Bolin: "The hearings for the Anendnents were posted at
6:08 p.m”
Speaker Lyons, J.: “Anything further, M. Cerk? M. Parke,

any...any further questions?”

Par ke: “Yes, Sir. Thank you for that ruling and...yes...and at
| east respecting that on our side. W would Iike a Rol
Call on the...on the Mdtion for suspending the rules. M.
Speaker .."

Speaker Lyons, J.: “There will be..”
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Parke: “.if it gets the required nunber of votes, we would |ike
a verification of the ‘yes’ ...of the ‘noes’ .. ‘yeses’. o
the ‘yeses’. O the ‘yeses’.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Parke is within his rights
to ask for a Roll Call vote and we’'ll be requesting
verification of the ‘yes’ vot es. So, we’'ve heard
Representative Motion... Representative Bar bar a Fl ynn
Currie’'s Mdtion to suspend the Rules. Al those in favor
of ... of the Mdtion should vote ‘yes’; all those opposed

should vote ‘no’.
wi sh? Have all voted who wish? Have all voted who w sh?

M. Clerk, take the record. There are 63 voting ‘yes’, 48

The voting is open. Have all voted who

Menbers voting no’ . There has been a request for
verification for those Menbers voting in the affirmative.
We're asking Menbers please to be in their seats. Staff,
pl ease retire to the back of the chanber. M. Cerk, those
voting in the affirmative.”

Clerk Bolin: "A poll of those voting in the affirmative:
Acevedo, Bailey, Beiser, Berrios, Boland, John Bradley,
Rich Bradley, Brosnahan, Burke, Chapa LaVia, Chavez,
Collins, Currie, D Anm co, Moni que Davis, WII Davi s,
Del gado, Dugan, Dunki n, Fei genhol tz, Flider, Fl owner s,
Franks, Fritchey, Gles, Gordon, Gaham G anberg, Hanos,
Hanni g, Hof frman, Hol brook, Howard, Jakobsson, Jefferson,
Lou Jones, Joyce, Kelly, Lang, Joseph Lyons, Mautino, My,
McCart hy, McCGuire, Mendoza, MIler, Mol ar o, Nekrit z,
Osterman, Patterson, Phelps, Reitz, Rta, Ryg, Scully,
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Smth, Soto, Turner, Verschoore, Washington, Yarbrough,

Younge, and M. Speaker.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Representative Parke.”

Par ke: “Thank you, M. Speaker, for respecting our rights. I
wi t hdraw ny Motion.”

Speaker Lyons, J.: “Motion is wthdrawn. And the Mtion to
suspend the Rules by a vote of 63 to 48 prevails. And now
Representative Barbara Flynn Currie noves, al | owi ng
perfunctory time for the Clerk, that the House will stand

adjourn until Tuesday, May 31, at the hour of 10 a.m All

those in favor of adjournnment should signify by saying

‘aye’; those opposed say ‘no’. In the opinion of the
Chair, the '‘ayes’ have it. And the House stands adjourned
“til the hour of 10:00 tonorrow, Tuesday, My 31. Have a
saf e and enj oyabl e eveni ng, everyone.”

Cl erk Mahoney: "House Perfunctory Session will cone to order.
Referred to the House Conmttee on Rules is House
Resol uti on 530, of fered by Representati ve Younge.
Commttee... Conmttee Reports. Represent ati ve Fei genholtz,
Chai rperson from the Conmittee on Adoption Reform which
the follow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
May 30, 2005, reported the sane back with the follow ng
recommendation/s: ‘'recomends be adopted’ Senate Joint
Resol ution 34. Representati ve Burke, Chairperson fromthe
Commttee on Executive, which the following neasure/s
was/were referred, action taken on My 30, 2004... 2005,
reported the sane back with the follow ng recomendation/s:
‘do pass as anended Short Debate' Senate Bill 572;
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'recommends be adopted Fl oor Anendnent #2 to Senate Bill
661, Floor Amendnent #2 to Senate 998, and Fl oor Anmendnent
#2 to Senate 1815. Representative Hol brook, Chairperson
from the Commttee on Public Uilities, to which the
foll ow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on My
30, 2005, reported the sanme back wth the follow ng
recommendation/s: 'recommends be adopted' Floor Amendnent
#2 to Senate Bill 90. Representative Soto, Chairperson
from the Conmttee on Child Support Enforcenent, to which
the follow ng neasure/s was/were referred, action taken on
May 30, 2005, reported the sane back with the follow ng
recommendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 955.
Representative Franks, Chairperson from the Conmittee on
State Gover nnent Adm ni stration, which the follow ng
nmeasure/s was/were referred, action taken on My 30... May
30, 2005, reported the sane back wth the follow ng
recommendation/s: 'do pass Short Debate' Senate Bill 334,
‘recomrends be adopted House Resolution 404, House
Resol ution 443, and House Resolution 457. On the Order of
House Bills-First Reading is House Bill 4085, offered by
Representative Delgado, a Bill for an Act concerning
health. First Reading of this House Bill. On the O der of
Second Readi ng-Senate Bills. Senate Bill 334, a Bill for

an Act concerning access to governnental services. Second

Reading of this Senate Bill. Senate Bill 572, a Bill for
an Act concerning |l ocal governnent. Second Reading of this
Senate Bill. And Senate Bill 955 a Bill for an Act

concerning public aid. Second Reading of this Senate Bill.
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There being no further business, the House Perfunctory

Session wi || stand adj ourned."
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